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2 Introduction
2.1 Overview

Excel isn’t a database application — yet countless individuals and small businesses rely on Excel tables to
store vital data. Managing, navigating, and safeguarding that data can quickly become complex.

Whether you're tracking customers, inventory, sales, or projects, AutoExcelForms helps you stay organized
and accurate. This powerful add-in for Microsoft Excel (Windows and Mac) lets you create, update, search,
and report on your data in just a few clicks — no coding required. If you don’t need the overhead of a full
Relational Database Management System (RDBMS), AutoExcelForms delivers database-like functionality
without the complexity of learning a new tool like Access.

With a single click, AutoExcelForms generates professional, resizable data forms for any Excel table — and
that’s just the beginning. Unlike Excel’s built-in data form, AutoExcelForms adds:

Advanced search & navigation

One-click reports & filters

Dropdowns & relational links

Built-in referential integrity

Ul customisation and User access control
All from a single, intuitive interface.

YVVVVY

For power users and developers, AutoExcelForms Pro adds the ability to create fully distributable Excel
workbooks with every AEF feature — including relational forms and referential integrity — so your team or
clients can use your solutions without installing the add-in.

Single Click Userforms — Fully customizable

File  Home TableForm Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data  Review View RC  Developer Help  PowerPivot  Table Design

Import Worksheets [ = =] e Create a Designer Form Clear E& Data validation
! ? 7 T o Y o a 32 Clea &
tomise Calumns a L4 4 ~ User Farm Control Listing R < reapoly
2 ° Options | Relations | Launch  Launch  launch Launch About Filter | 1€ y
New Starter Shest Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Fiter Report 2 Advanced
utiities Customise | Define Professional about Sort & Filter
B4 f | E00789

B Gender [l Ethnicity [ Bl Hi % - EPhoto B
Male Asian i Shanghai E:\Tahleﬁ:_*m\\

163 E01357 Paisle m lopment  Female  Caucasian 15/01/2010 $98,110 13% United States Chicago
183 E01361 Emm | oelte | % Female  Caucasian 54 27/12/2016 $41,673 0% United States  Miami
195 E01429 Dylar opment  Male Caucasian 48 27/09/2006 576,505 0% United States  Seattle
208 EO1501 Huds : CIEC i & ot
230 EO1508 Pene
255/E01525 Jose | EEID Full Nar;w Job Title * 5
23| £01540 | Miled Jose Kang Engineering Manager j
297 EO1895 Gabrl  pepartment Bizunit * Gender
333 £01952 Evere | Engineering j Corporate j Male
382 E01958 Ange
397 E02148 Chris  Fhmeity Age. HiERaiES
431ED2274 Isaba | "5 j 3 25/04/19%9 EI EEID  Full Name Job Title Department BizUnit Gender
445 E02298 Emily ED0126 Isabella Scott Network Administrater m Research & Development Female =
454 E02504 o] M:‘c”a'smr" Bm”: . c“f"w 00276 Kennedy Romera Engineering Manager Englneering Research & Development Female
;e i 95,061 10% China j " EDDS23 Daniel Jordan Metwork Administrator m Carporate Male
464 E02710 Silas | K E00703  Wesley Dominguez Engineering Manager Engineering Carporate Male
476 E02813 KaiCl S - Fred Eng Manager Engineering Corporate
512 E02838 Julia| | -henehai S E:\TableForm) "aEEig E01357 Paisley Hunter g Manager Engineering Research & Development Female
< E01361 Emma Hill IT Coordinator m Manufacturing Female
| FOS EORNEY €01428 Dylan Wilson Network Administrator m Research & Development Male
545 E03223 Ethar K Fp1501 Hudson Liu Engineering Manager Engineering Speciality Products Male
PPN T ORRecord 5o 41 < Filtered> [ | | | ] e o108 penciope Rocripuer Engineering Menager Engineering Manufacturing Female
635 E03345 CarsoR Tl mEIneering Nanager FETEETTE BETETETPIBAGC  E01525 lose Ross Englneering Manager Englneering Research & Development Male
. A r— E01540  Miles Salazar IT Coordinator " Manufacturing Male
724 M: R h
24|E03532 Jaxson Santlago Engineering Manager Enginesring esearch & Develf ED1895 Gabriel Zhou IT Coordinator 1 Manufacturing Male
729 E03664 Aria Castro Engineering Manager Engineering Speciality Product  ppigss  everett Lee Netwark Administratar Pt Research & Development Male
745 E03902 Madison Hunter Netwark Administrator i Corporate £01958  Angel Lin Network Administrater m Manufacturing Male
770 ED3919 Grayson Chan Engineering Manager Engineering Speciality Product  ED2148  Christopher Vega Engineering Manager Engineering Research & Development Male
779 E03928 Miles Dang IT Coordinator T Speciality Product E02274 Isabella Bailey Netwaork Administrator m Manufacturing Female
B 01000 |Skylar Carril . M € . £02298 Emily Doan Engineering Manager Engineering Corporate Female
yiar Larrtio neineering Manager NEINeering orporate £02594  Ezekiel Kumar IT Coordinator " Research & Development Male
785 E04041 Clara Huynh IT Coordinater m Speciality Product' . £02710 Silas Huang Engineering Manager Engineering Research & Development Male |
818 ED4109 Leah Bryant IT Coordinator [l Manufacturing | o e T T WY -9
838 E04163 David Herrera Engineering Manager Engineering Speciality Product. ]
871 E04345 Eliana Grant Engineering Manager Engineering Speciality Products Female  Caucasian 64 20/06/1994 $109,456 10% United States  Chicago
895 E04378 Ezra Simmons Network Administrator I Manufacturing Male Black 31 07/05/2016 $71,192 0% United States  Austin
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Create or open any Excel table—from scratch or your existing datasets—and Auto ExcelForms instantly
builds an interactive form for entering, searching, and reporting data. No setup. No programming.
From this: (Example Random file downloaded from the internet):

= = sampledataWOs include pics - Excel

File  Home Tableform  Inset Draw  Pagelayout  Formulas [ESNEEN Review RC  Developer Help  Design Q) Tell mewhatyouwantto do
= o = Qe = = =il -
B % Queries & Connections % Clear SN - L = r’r 5 |7
2 Y Reapply - -4 !
Get  From From FromTable/ Recent  Existing  Refresh 7| Sot  Filter 8 Tetto Flash Remove  Data  Consolidate Relotionships Manage  What-if Forecast Group Ungroup
Data~ Text/CSV Web  Range Sources Connections  All~ Vo Advanced  Columns  Fill Duplicates Validation - DataModel  Analysis = Sheet - -
Get & Transtorm Data Queries & Connections Sort & Filter Data Tools Forecast Outline ~

26-Apr-22  Rep 1 Gix Mobile No Tx Rework/prog Loaner

A00111  South Lopez  Repair Yes Port. 16-May-22 1 0.25 $70.21  Account 20 80  $20.00  20.00
Southeast Khan  Repair 01-May-22 _ To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager Id #4998 10-May-22 2 0.50 $120.00 Accoupt 9 140 $70.00  70.00
Southeast Khan  Repair 30-Apr-22 To Repair One Memo Express Pager 15-May-22 1 1.75 $341.00 C.0.D" 15 80 $140.00  140.00
South Lopez  Repair 02-May-22 _ To Repair Ext #13 & 17 22-May-22 1 050 $37.92  Account 20 80  $40.00  40.00
South Lopez _install 02-May-22 _To Relocate 2 Extensions 22-May-22 1 0.25 $202.29 Account 20 80  $2000  20.00
04-May-22  To Repair 1 Everon Numeric Pager/ Not
33 /A00130  Southwest Cartier  Repair Working 08-May-22 2 050 $535.62 C.0.D. 4 140 $70.00  70.00
10-May-22
48 AD0145  Southeast Burton  Repair To Repair 1 Alphamate 250 Paging Terminal  29-May-22 1 025 $622  C.O.D. 19 80  $2000  20.00
10-May-22  To Install Base At Republic Bank Commerce
51 AD0148  South Lopez  Repair Division 10-Jul-22 1 0.25 $87.58  Account 61 80  $20.00  20.00
16-May-22  E999 Add Tobago Frequency To 4 Lts 2000
58/A00155  Southeast Burton  Repair Portables 07-Jun-22 1 1.50 $123.96 C.0.. 2 80 $120.00  120.00
16-May-22  To Check & Repair 4 Radius P110 Portables-no
60 AD0157  Southeast Khan Repair * 20-Jun-22 2 050 $1.17  C.OD. 35 140 $70.00  70.00
22-May-22
63 AD0165 South Khan Repair Rep 2 Mtx 888 Portable Radio/unit Dead 1 Fell 31-May-22 2 0.50 $54.12  Account 9 140 $70.00  70.00
78 A00175  South Lopez  Repair 28-May-22 _To Repair Base Radio. No T X No Rx 05-Jun-22 1 0.25 $19.50  Account 8 80  $20.00  20.00
79 A00176  South Lopez  Repair 28-May-22 _To Chk Repeater At Gran Couva. No Tx No Rx _05-Jun-22 1 025 $22.42  Account 8 80  $2000  20.00
88|A00185  South Lopez  Repair 30-May-22 _|To Program 2 Gm300 Portables 12-Jun-22 1 1.00 $48.75  Account 13 80  $80.00  80.00
31-May-22  To Programme Add Freq On 1 Gp 300 Portable
onlanosnc e u PR i . TP S PRI an ool _tanna_aana
WOs | Administs & . 3
Ready Calculate 23 :::} | - 1] + 100%

To this: (with Auto ExcelForms add-in installed) in 1 click. No programming!

File ~ Home TableForm Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help  PowerPivot  Table Design

@l import WaorkSheets — Y - —( Y mmm= | mCreate a Designer Form £7 User Permissions ? % Data Validation ~
7 Customise Calumns “al a ~ ~ | User Form Control Listing ¥ UserLogin
S ° Options | Relations | Launch  Launch  Launch Launch About z) Son | Fiter
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A 8 Advanced
Utilities Customise | Define Actions Auto- | About Sart & Filter
Generated
A48 o wo-oofs
Data form
E ]

Work Date Techs Wty Wty Parts Lbr Parts Pa

=] - | - [T - | Birs BMcost H

ate 250 Paging i 29-May-22 il 0.25 $6.22  C.

Line & Install Add Box In Strs ~ 04-Jun-22 2 1.00 536.00 Ac

50 - ) istrict * obile Radio/hum When On 04-Jun-22 2 0.75 5$40.00 C.
Southesst epublic Bank Cor

Select Req Date

53 To Repair 1 Alphamate B way202

250 Paging Terminal

Burton

Andrew Burton

Madisan, Wi

Total Fee

orola Gtx Portable

50 y After Power Supply Was 4 Radius P110 Portables-no T: . 0.50 51.17

Auto-Updating
61 e | o] Automatic Redial Not Working _ Display of 2 0.75 $664.79 Ac
1 Visar Port/ Prob Not Re\al::l;rable [

62 1 0.25 5160.00 Ac

|— P110/ Not Working 28-Jun-22 2 0.75 $159.50 Ac
64 - o Check Midland Mobile In Vehcile Pat 3271 10-Jul-22 2 0.75 5169.64 P.
65 WO-0063 Southwest Burton  Assess 21-May-22  Speck Chk & Ret Strs 2 P 110 Portables 23-May-22 2 0.50 $202.86 Ac
R P - - P = B TRy - nrn fanrFs on

Whether ybu area beéihning Excel user or seasoned professional you will enjoy using the exceptional
functionality in Auto ExcelForms. It works with Excel for Windows and Mac and includes the following core
features.
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2.2 Features

One-Click Form Generation — No Coding

e Create dynamic, professional userforms for any Excel table
e Supports add, edit, delete, and navigate operations

e Automatically detects filters and stays in sync with them

e  Works with protected or unprotected worksheets

Built-In Navigation, Search, and Reporting Tools

e Browse/Find Form with incremental search to quickly locate records

e Quick Report Generator lets you choose columns and instantly print reports

e Easy-Filter Form builds AutoFilter or Advanced Filter conditions from a simple interface

e Save & Retrieve Filters lets you save frequently used filters and reapply them with one click —
ideal for recurring queries like “Installation jobs in the South” or “Orders over S500 this month”

e Optional AutoFilter Feedback Bars show active filters directly on your forms

e Fully supports international date formats and Excel worksheet protection

Relational Awareness and Referential Integrity

Manage related tables such as Customers & Orders or Projects & Tasks—no configuration needed:

e Detects one-to-many relationships using Excel’s Data Model (Windows only)

e Offers a platform-independent Relationship Manager for manual setup (Mac & Windows)

e Adds parent/child icons beside related fields for contextual navigation

e Displays related records in read-only or searchable views

e Enforces referential integrity: prevents invalid keys or deletion of linked records

e Generates a complete Relationship Report to Excel for review

e Use the browse/Find form or build 1-Click reports using columns from both the active table and
any related (parent) tables. — no VLOOKUPs or XLOOKUPS, no Power Query, and no macros
required.

Customize the Look in Seconds

Quickly tailor your forms to match your brand or personal preferences:
e Choose a theme color, logo (Windows only), font styles and sizes
e Control label, field, and frame colors
e Use flat or sunken entry field styles
e Set zoom level, calendar size, and week start day
e Toggle standard or color-themed message boxes
e Customize label and button placement

Control Behavior Without Programming

Fine-tune how your forms handle data:
e Specify required fields and enforce non-empty values
e Automatically generate dropdown lists from table data
e Set fields to read-only, number-only, or auto-increment
e Define primary key columns and auto-increment values like ID0001 — ID0002
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e Renumber key columns in existing tables

e Hide selected columns from the form

e Choose to auto-commit or hold edits before navigating
e Optionally display a blank form after each new entry

e Set default values for new records

Smart Defaults That Just Work

Auto ExcelForms intelligently configures forms based on your table layout:

e Automatically converts worksheet data validation lists into dropdowns (ComboBoxes) on the
form—including support for dependent dropdowns (e.g., selecting a category updates the choices
in a sub-category field)

e Adds a calendar picker for date fields

e Creates multi-line fields for wide columns

e Displays a picture icon for image file references (1 per table)

e Automatically creates checkboxes from dropdowns like “Yes, No” or “Complete, Incomplete”

Built-In User Access Control

Easily restrict access to specific features based on user roles:
e Assign permissions for adding, editing, deleting, or configuring data
e Use the simple User Access Form to manage roles
e Once logged in, users see only the tools and commands they’re allowed to use

Developer-Friendly Pro Features

The Pro version includes everything in the standard version, plus:

e Embed generated forms directly into the Visual Basic Editor
e Distribute or resell your customized workbooks with fully modifiable code
e Save time developing forms—or create solutions for clients in minutes

All settings are a click or two away—no formulas, no macros required.
Auto ExcelForms combines ease-of-use with powerful functionality—ideal for anyone who wants to take

control of their Excel data.

It's written entirely in VBA, with thousands of lines of code that handle all the heavy lifting—so you don't
have to write any yourself.
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2.3 sample Screen shots
Sample screen shots - Auto ExcelForms (Standard version)

231

Re-sizeable Form with Related Table and Re-sizeable Browse/Find windows

File  Home TableForm Insert Draw

o import WorkSheets

= Customise Columns

"1 New Starter Sheet

Utilties

Options | Rl
Custormise | D

£

Pagelayout Formulas Data  Review View RC  Developer Help  PowerPivot Table Design

lations | Launch

Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter

AQOTT:

£l

E= I

Launch  Launch

Astions

wo District Lead Tech

E2 Data Validation

Auto

Generated
Data Form

Lbr Cost

20.00
60.00

180.00
176.31

Total Cost

$200.00
$236.31

Total Fee|

-

[ aao773 [ -|E|®| [cne -] @
2 = Service Rush Req Date
61400769 West 30-1an-25 | = | suovams
2000772 Southwe] L o el 31-Jan-25 e Work Date Techs

31-Jan-25 it
To Repair 3 Exts & Run 14/03/2025 1
Feedback Bar General Chiks To Tel I a [

644 ADOTT3 Central i Ta Repair
645 ADOTT4 Central Khan Repair 31-Jan-25  To Check ||
646 ADOTTS North Ling. Repalir 01-Feb-25  Ta Repair
647 ADOT76  Northwest  Cartier  Repair 01-Feb-25  Ta Repair AbrHo
648 ADOTT8 North Ling Repair 01-Feb-25  To Repair
545 ADOTT9|
650 ADO780)|
651 ADO781
652 ADOT82|
653 ADOT83|
654 ADOTEA]
657 ADOTES|

File Home

West

AQ0752 Southeast
AD0753 South
AQ0754 Northeast
ADO755 Central
AQ0756 Central
ADO757 North
ADD760 Southeast
ADD762 Harth
ADD763 Narthwest
ADD764 Central
ADD765 Southwest
ADD766 Narth
AQD767 Southeast

Northwest

Southwest

Table Form

nset  Draw

install
Repair
Repalr
install
install
Repair
Repair
install
Repair
install
install
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair

Description otal Fee
23/01/2025 To Install Mobile Radlo In Veh Tbe 9435
24/01/2025 To Repair 1 P 110 Portable Radio/not Holding Charg. $30.00
24/01/2025 To Program 6 P110 Portable $48.04
24/01/2025 To Install 1 Add Ext Not Exceeding 50 Ft $351.11
24/01/2025 Instal Paging Transmitter @ Borde Comm Pt. Fortin $66.34
24/01/2025 Repair 1 Advisor Pager /flashing On/off/ret Strs $108.
25/01/2025 Repair 1 Ht 440 Portable Radio/& 2 Ht 440 Chargers $76.11
25/01/2025 To Relocate Ext 132 $265.53
26/01/2025  To Repair 1 Dpc Cellular Phone/no Calls Infout $130.00
29/01/2025  Rem Old Mobiles & Install 4 Gtx's In The 2316, ... 57824
29/01/2025  Inst Cell In Vieh.pbd 1208/pbd 1214/pbd 2230 $120.66
29/01/2025  To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager $171.88
29/01/2005  Rep Headset & Supply 4 Touch Tane Phones. $163.18
29/01/2025  To Repair 1 Philips Pager Not Receiving Messages $152.63
29/01/205  To Repair 1 Everon Numeric Select Key Not Working 59381
30/01/2025  Rep Trk Line-623-6507,appears Busy But Not Engaged £$509.36
30/01/205  To Install 2 Exts & Supply Phone $200.00 c.00.
31/01/2025__ To Program 1 Motorola Gix Portable $236.31 ¢ 00" Account
Account
Account

31/0 5
31/01/2025

Lead Tech
Full Hame
Hourly Rate
Hire Date
Phane Mo
Address 1

Addressz

| Carvier

| Richard Cartier

[ 50

[ 1210271999

[ 360-371-7747

3780 Mango Bivd.
[

[ Miwaukee, Wi

20,00
30.00

30.00
40.00
40.00
90.00

60.00
30.00
40.00

287.25
147.40
59.24

Auto
Generated |3
Related Table |

Form
319.02  $409.02
131.00  $191.00
167.00  $157.00
91.04  $131.04
28162 528162

Windows version onl

Pagelayout Formulas Data  Review View  Developer  Help

W »non

s mown e

307.25
177.40
79.24

227.47
104.34

50.28
409.02

191.00
197.00
131.04
281.62

g,

Import File Make Key
WorkSheets Column WorkBook ~Options

A3

© —

B

=)

Reset  Application

‘o)

Launch

Browse/Find Report Auto Form

fr  FN-0001

- | Y Data Validation ~ ==|
Gl v &
% Reapply
Launch Launch z  Sort |Filter Create a
¥ Advanced Designer Form
Sort & Filter

Labels on the Left

1 No Filter in effect option
2 B Category B Food item B Measure oo
7 —
4
5 Category Baked Goods =~
6 FI
7 FIN Food 7tem Angelfood, commercial Measure 12
8 FI (25cm diam)
g FI Flat Text
Boxes
10 |
11 FIY calories 73 Protein 2
12 FIi
13 FIff Fat Carbs 16 Duplicate
14 FI| Close
15 FIf Fibre 04 Sample Pics €:\docs\TFi mages\?g
16 FI|
17 |

18 FI|
Record 1 of 1095
19 Fil

20 FN-000!
21 FN-000)
22 FN-000K
23 FN-000L
24 FN-000M

* Sample data in this guide is courtesy downloads from
www.contextures.com

Baked Goods
Baked Goods
Baked Goods
Baked Goods
Baked Goods

Butter tart 1 248 2
Carrot, homemade with cream 1/12 542 5
Cereal bar, fruit filled (Nutri-Gri 1 135 2
Cheesecake, commercial (15¢cn 1/6 321 6
Cheesecake, from mix, no-bake 1/8 407 8 19 53 238
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Simultaneous view of Related parent and child data with custom background

File Home  Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review  View RC Developer Help Power Pivot Table Design
£ import WorkSheets fr— A o — Y f— 27 User Permissions |
B E : Q 2

7 Customise Columns ¥ user Login

— Options | Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch | About
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report

Utilities Customise | Define Actions
orders Form customerid VICTE

companyname Victuailles en stock M
Browse/Find e .
ShipCd

O e talCode
Current C Duplicate contacttitle Sales Agent [ |Germa
: 76 [Brazil

2, rue du Commerce

Orderld Customerld Employeeld ¢ city Lyon
10251 VICTE 3 @
: region R

OrderDate RequiredDate ShippedDate
07/08/199% 08/05/1996 15/07/199% &)

VKONV S WN

=
o

postalcode 05454-876

o
[

country Brazil
ShipVia Freight ShipName

1 4134 Victuailles en stock x phone (21) 555-0091

=
s oW

Germa
Brazil
. — I

ShipAddress ShipCity ShipRegion al ustri:
2, rue du Commerce Lyon ede
Search By ance

orderid v i | Case Sensitive

Casrrh

o
o

ra Carunn Gracan: 12017 Miltan NdAlhiimiard AR 127110

NN N R e
N B O Lo

Search For
[ Exact Match

NNNN
o 08 W

orderid productid unitprice quantity discount Product

N
~

Gustaf's Knackebrod
Ravioli Angelo

Louisiana Fiery Hot Pepper Sauce
Chef Anton's Gumbo Mix

Queso Manchego La Pastora
Konbu

wow NN
= O Vv ®

1o Dol fafo (3= B2 Ie ]2 ]

Record 4 of 831 Filter rr [-

10279[LEHMS 8] 8/13/1996 9/10/19%|  8/16/1996 2] 25.83[Lehman
annanla T Bl ol T E—
.. | orders | products | region | shippers | shippers_tmp  suppliers | territories = usstates | tblOrders_Lookups

nlaatanncl Alaatanncl Alantanncl

Ready B tblOrderDetails orderid - 10251 6 Records 4
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Auto ExcelForms

Plain old Classic Gray Form with side Labels!

File Home  Table Form

Insert Draw  Page Layout  Formulas  Data Review View RC

Developer  Help Power Pivot  Table Design

3 Import WorkSheets | _ = ™ 57 User Permissions A ? N2 :Lé Data Validation ~
~7 Customise Columns cum /9 = Q Y - o ¥ user Login Zl . T
— Options Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch About z Sort Filter
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report £l & Advanced
Utilities Customise Define Actions About Sort & Filter
fe E04116
A B € D E F G H |
2 |[EEID - Full Name - Job Title - Department - BizUnit - Gender - Ethnicity - Age - HireDate - A
18 |[E00549 Isabella Xi Vice President Marketing Research & Development  Female Asian 41 13/03/2013
19 E00163 Bella Powell [ ion % o8 67 04/03/2002
20 E00884 Camila Silva no 64 01/12/2003
21 [E04116 David Barnes ®Prev Next# | Browseffind | New casian 64 03/11/2013
22 E04625 Adam Dang Fhnt | ot ® | Delete an 45 09/07/2002
23 E03680 Elias Alvarado no 56 09/01/2012
24 |E04732 Eva Rivera U | EEE Cose | _upicte no 36 02/04/2021
25 E03484 Logan Rivera no 59 24/05/2002
26 E00671 Leonardo Dixon| | EEID | E04116 Full Name * David Barnes! casian 37 05/09/2019
27 E02071 Mateo Her an 44  02/03/2014
28 |E02206 Jose Henderson| | ., Title * lm Department = Iﬁ ck 41 17/04/2015
29 E04545 Abigail Mejia no 56 05/02/2005
30 E00154 Wyatt Chin an 43 07/06/2004
31 E00126 Isabella Scott BizUnit * | Corporate - Gender Male casian 58 26/04/2016
32 |E00304 Dylan Choi an 63 11/05/2012
33 E00276 Kennedy Romer Ethnicity lm Age IM— no 37 27/12/2018
34 E00402 Dominic Guzma no 65 16/05/2004
35 E01994 Angel Powell casian 61 11/07/2008
36 E03549 Mateo Vu AL [ 031172013 B S ey $186,503 an 30 29/09/2016
37 E03247 Caroline Jenkins casian 27 06/05/2018
38 E02074 NoraBrown Bonus % lm— Country IW casian 32 11/02/2014
39 E04152 Adeline Huang an 34 16/12/2019
40 E01628 Jackson Perry casian 27 20/10/2019
41 E04285 Riley Padilla iy | Columbus riziE @ no 35 15/05/2013
42 E01417 Leah Pena no 57 03/01/1994
43 |[E01754 Owen Lam an 30 29/05/2017
44 E03749 Kennedy Foster casian 53 23/11/2013
45 E03574 John Moore Record 19 of 1000 F"_'EfljJ j casian 52 08/11/2005
46 E04600 William Vu Account Representative Sales Speciality Products Male Asian 37 14/11/2013
47 |[E00586 Sadie Washington Sr. Manger Marketing Research & Development  Female Caucasian 29 24/05/2019
48 |E03538 Gabriel Holmes Enterprise Architect IT Research & Development  Male Caucasian 40 04/11/2010
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Retrieve Saved Filters

File Home  Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help Power Pivot Table Design

i3l Import WorkSheets [e— 1l | o Y me== | _giCreate a Designer Form £7 User Permissions ? S Clear =

=7 Customise Columns El = Q User Form Control Listing 0 f User Login

— Options Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch About Filter

New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report ﬁ;\dv@n(ed
Utilities Customise Define Actions Professional About Sort & Filter
fr A00590
A C D H | J K L M
wo Work Date Techs Wty Lbr Wty Parts Lbr Hrs Parts Cost Pay

2
463 A00581 & Yes $1,587.25 C.O
an Input the filters you want to apply for one or more
477 AO0598 table columns Yes Yes 0.25 $38.12 Wa
475 AOD599 Then click Set when satisfied. | Save-Retrieve I ? | Quit - Easy filter Form ‘ Yes Yes 0.25 $25.00 Wa

District Lead Tech

481 A00622 Northeast n n 25-Jan-25 Yes 0.25 $50.60 C.O
483 A00604 Yes 0.25 $103.18 C.0
489 ADDG09 oo AutoExcelForms Saved Filters for TableData Yes 0.25 $96.05 c.o
490 A00613 Install+repair H Yes 0.50 $22.30 C.0
495 A00616 Add New I Delete Close I Retrieve and Close . Yes 0.25 $54.18 C.O
497 ADDG18 € C r...- var n9c ¢1119]  Wa

Saved Filter Name Northeast installs or repairs for telephone systems Filter Save and

500 A0D621 R 1 v .00 Wai
1 Retrieve Form 328 Wa

501 A0D623

Wiy Lbr Defined Filters:
506 A00627 Yes Yes 1.25 $221.43 Wa
507 AOD628 TableName EilterName Yes 1.00 $137.20 C.O
510 ADD631 Parts Cost TableData Cartier Lead Yes 0.25 $75.18 C.0
511 A00592 335‘5 5 lead T e Yes 0.50 $176.22 C.0
ableData east installs or repairs for telep
515/ A00634 Lbr Rate TableData Portables worked on - South or West region Yes 1.00 $197.58 C.O
519 AD0584 - TableData Northwest Jobs Yes 1.00 $54.28 c.o

520 A00583 Yes Yes 0.25 $30.00 Wai

524 AODS579 Defined Filter Specifications: Yes Yes 0.50 $181.16 Wai

525 A00642 District: Northeast Yes 7.50 $1,514.78 C.O

537 ADD653 Service: Install or repair Yes Yes 025 $248.09 Wal
Description: Contains telephone

543 AOD659 Yes 1.00 $244.72 C.O

545 AQ0661 Yes Yes 0.50 $747.11 Wa

547 A00662 Yes 2.25 $1,499.39 C.O

548 AOD663 Yes 0.25 $119.18 C.0
549 AD0664 Yes 1.00 $248.73 C.O0

Force Advanced Filter © Use AutoFilter if possible

ae__ S ame Amss s aaal
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LI Insert  Draw

% Cut

Calibri A A = ¥ 2 Wrap Text General
R Conditional F t N 1224
¢ B u - V- A - B -9 onditional Formatas Normal
 Format Painter © 1 - $
Clipboard Font Alignment Number

Page Layout

Formulas  Data

Review  View

Sample screen shot - Auto ExcelForms (Professional version)

Pro Version — modified form after a minute or two re-arranging

Developer

District

Data Input Table

Current

wo
A00145

Service
Repair -

Description

To Repair 1 Alphamate
250 Paging Terminal

Lbr Hrs

Parts

$124.32

Lbr Rate

Parts Fee

Req Day

Notes

PEES Browse/Find

District

Southeast

Rush

Work Date

o B

Nty Lbr
W Yes

Wty Parts
N Yes

Payment
Account

Lbr Cost

Total Cost

m——

Duplicate

Lead Tech

Req Date

Techs

Pics
e:\docs\TFimages\p Ko}

Wait

Unit drawing down power supply and not coming on. N.B. E6 On Interface Board burnt after
power supply was replaced and checks being made At South Office

Record 46 of 1000

controls in the VBE (Visual Basic Editor

Q Tell me what you want to do

Auto ExcelForms Standard version creates highly configurable forms “on-the-fly” via a Point and
click interface. If you are familiar with excel and know how to open the Visual Basic Editor, with
Auto ExcelForms Professional version you can also save Auto Forms as actual editable forms for
your workbooks in the VBE. You can then customize and distribute these ‘Designer’ forms freely
to colleagues, clients or friends. Choose windows or MAC as the destination OS.
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3 Getting Started

3.1

Start with existing data

Once installed, the easiest way to get familiar with Auto ExcelForms is to open a file with some data. Ensure
that the data on the selected worksheet is formatted as a table. If not, Excel allows you to do it quite easily
(Home Tab—> Format as Table or Control-T).

To create your first Auto Form: (1) click the Table Form tab then (2) click ‘launch auto form.’

File Home Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help Table Design

@ImpurthrkSheEts T‘ E ? m Ii A ? ’I— %gDataValidatiun =
&b == O\ 2l o

@Custom\se Columns @ )
pu ptions Launch Launch Launch Launch | About Zl« Sort Filter
[ Reset WorkBook Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report ~ Tﬂ)AdUEH(Ed

Utilities Setup 2 Actions WOs Form

442 b fx
A B

1 % No Filter in effect
wo District Lead Service Rush

Tech

District * Lead Tech Techs th
[ vio-0040 [ South [ Burton -] A Lbr

W0-0037 Woest Khan Repair
ml . Service * Rush Req Date *
40 WO-0038 Southeast |Cartier Assess Yes [hesess E ‘ [orvar22 i 1
o 0l
41 WO0-0039 MNorthwest Michner Assess Yes 1
Description * Waork Date Techs *
M/ Mainte For Th 10-May-22 i 2
N e e g m 1
42 |WO0-0040 |South Burton | Assess e 2
43 W0-0041 MNorthwest Michner Repair 2
-1 Wiy Lbr Wiy Parts Lbr Hrs
| | E E
44 W0-0042 West Khan Repair Parts payment Lbr Rate 1
45 WO0-0043 Northwest Khan Repair Yes [ss10.68 [po. - [1a0 1
46 \W0-0044 Northwest Burton  Repair Lbr Cost Lbr Fee Parts Fee
| $245.00 \ 245.00 | 510.68
47 W0-0045 Southeast Burton Assess Total Cost Total Fee Motes 2
| 755.68 ‘ §755.68 Maintenance Was Carried
Qut On Mjw
Equipmeljt,b_amery Bank
48 WO0-0046 Southeast Burton Repair Qanianﬂﬂﬁcmﬂam 1
Pics
49 \W0-0047 Northwest Michner Repair E:\Tab\eForm\umag:@ Q 2
il CEIGITVEE | @ Record 40 of 1002 |—I|— |— . !
Ready S Average: 7712.3725

That’s it! Your form is ready for you to add records, browse the table, search for records or edit records.

It goes without saying that your form will be different depending on your table data. One or more special
control types will appear. These are smart Controls Based on Column Content
Four of these are shown in the illustration:

o Dropdown Support with Dependency Awareness

Worksheet columns with Excel data validation lists are automatically rendered as ComboBoxes on the
form, making data entry faster and more accurate. Supported list types include named ranges (e.g.,
=techNames), comma-separated values (e.g., North, South, East, West), and cell range references (e.g.,
=Lookups!SGS14:5GS20).

Even better, Auto ExcelForms preserves logic for dependent dropdowns: if one field’s values depend on
another (e.g., choosing “Fruit” updates the next list to show only Apples, Oranges, etc.), the form mirrors
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that behavior automatically. Changing the parent field updates the child field’s choices in real time—no
extra setup required.

o Date Columns: Any column containing dates automatically displays a date-picker icon with a pop-up
calendar, making date selection fast and reliable. All inputs are validated before saving.

e Wide Columns: Columns with long text values generate multi-line, scrollable text boxes to make
editing easier without cutting off content.

Q Image Columns: If a column contains references to image files (e.g., . jpg, .gif, .bmp), the form
displays a picture icon to select or update the image path. The referenced image replaces the default logo
for that row and can be enlarged with a click for better viewing.

As with most things in Auto ExcelForms these are optional behaviors that can be overridden as will be
shown later.
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3.2

Auto ExcelForms

Start with a clean sheet

You can start “with a clean sheet,” adding a table to a blank worksheet and then auto-generating a form to
begin adding records. You can do this manually, or let Auto ExcelForms assist by creating a blank starter
worksheet for you.

To create your own table manually:
Simply type the column names on a new blank worksheet, then format the columns as an Excel table (using
Insert > Table or Ctrl + T).

To save time using Auto ExcelForms:

1. Click the Table Form tab.
2. Select New Starter Sheet.

Upon confirmation, a new worksheet is created with a starter table containing 10 generically named
columns.
Note: The first column in this starter table is a special column that holds a primary key. This is described in more detail shortly.

Starter Table

File Home Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help Power Pivot Table Design
£ Import WorkSheets e f = [ Y mmm= | gCreate a Designer Form 27 User Permissions Al ? 3 8 Data Validation ~
= = = zl |Alz

7 Customise Columns & Q User Form Control Listing ¥ User Login | !
= Options Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch About Zl Sort Filter

New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A Y8 Advanced
Utilities Customise Define Actions Professional About Sort & Filter
B3 v S Sample Table Starter
A B © D E F G H | J K

P Columnl [l Column2 | Column3 H Column4 B Column5 B Columné H Column7 B Column8 H Column9 B Columni0 B
3|1 Sample Table Starter J
4
5
6
7

Once the “Table Starter” worksheet is generated, you can freely add, remove, or rename columns to
define your new “database” table. For example:

Starter with column names added

et - Bl £ seach _

Fle  Home TableForm Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View RC  Developer Help  Power Pivot
ol Import WorkSheets — o ==l Y [r— .m Create a Designer Form 57 User Permissions | EZ Data Validation ~
- a VZ = Q = 2l

7 Customise Columns User Form Control Listing ¥ User Login
- Options | Relations |  Launch Launch  launch Launch About z| sort | Fiker

New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A S8 Advanced
Utilities Customise Define Actions Professional About Sort & Filter

B10 . f
FBID No Bl Last Name First Name [Address1 [l Address2 [ City B Country B Phone -] B Notes B Photo
31 Einstein Alfred E qual M Csquare d Zurich Switzerland 1-403-1879 14/3/1879 The laws of class E:\TableForm\images)/
4
. 9 &) C) @
6

You can now click “Launch Auto Form” to display an auto-generated data form.
That’s it, you are now ready to add records via an Autoform!

User Guide ver1.63 Page 15



Auto ExcelForms

In the example above, the user optionally chose to add a single record directly to the worksheet first. This
allowed Auto ExcelForms to infer the type of data for each column (e.g., dates, dropdown lists) and
generate special controls like date pickers and ComboBoxes automatically. This is an alternative to using
column type specifiers, which are explained later.

A single record was added to the table before launching Auto ExcelForms this allowed Auto ExcelForms to
interpret the column types implicitly
In this example we’ve seen three of these types already i.e.

o A table column that includes dates will auto-generate a date-picker icon with a pop-up calendar on the
form. Date changes and additions will be validated.

e A multi-line scrollable edit box is automatically created for wide table columns

0 A table column that has any references to picture files ( .jpg , .gif .bmp etc.) will auto-generate a

picture-select icon that will allow addition of image references and at the same time will display a picture in
lieu of the default “Your Logo” picture for each individual table row with image references. Clicking on this
picture will pop-out a larger image window.
The result when launching the Auto Form is:

File  Home TableForm Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View RC  Developer Help  PowerPivot  Table Design

& import Worksheets . ol = Y === | _mCreate a Designer Form 37 User Permissions 8] E& Data Validation ~
| 7 ENHE [t
e Options | Relations | Llaunch  Launch  Launch Launch About 2, sort | Filter

New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report il S8 Advanced

=7 Customise Columns Q ~| User Form Control Listing 0y User Login

Utilities Customise | Define Actions Professional Abaut Sort & Filter

thlistarter 5 fr 1

A
[EF] o Filter in effect

Pl ID No [l Last Name [BlFirst Name [BAdd - -
3|1 Einstein 5 ag

IDNo 1 a Last Name Einstein|
]
10 First Name Alfred Address 1 E qual
1
12
13 Address 2 M Csquare d City Zurich
14
15
6 Country Switzerland Phone 1-403-1878
17
18

DOB 14/3/1879 Notes The laws of classical
19 EJ@ mechanics can ko nonger
20 be reconciled with those
= of the electromagnetic

field
e

2
23
o Photo E:\TableForm\images
25
2%
27 __
;: Record 1 of 1 Fiter

oThe other feature highlighted on the form and table is the Primary Key.
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3.3

(i)
(ii)

(iii

Auto ExcelForms

Primary Key:

A well-structured database table should have a unique non-blank record identifier for each record/row.
Such a key called a primary key can help you to identify and find records. This is a recommended practice
that is supported by Auto ExcelForms.
The first table column in the table starter worksheet is designated as a primary key. In this case it is also an
Auto-increment key that is maintained by the application. As a result:
The entry field Box on the form is disabled for user entry.
Each new additional record added on the form by clicking “New” or “Duplicate” will increment the
primary key by 1
) The corresponding (first) column on the table restricts the user from making changes with a warning
message (see picture next page)

Note:

Primary keys aren’t just useful for identifying records — they also play a key role in maintaining connections
between related tables. If your workbook uses multiple related tables (e.g., customers and orders, or
students and courses), AutoExcelForms can use these key fields to enforce data consistency automatically.
You can learn more about this powerful feature in the sections on Working with Related Tables and
Referential Integrity, introduced later in the guide. (section 12)

You can add a primary key to an existing table with Auto ExcelForms under:

Application Options - Behavior-Primary Key Setup.

Attempting to change an auto-increment Primary key on the worksheet results in an error message:

Home Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View Developer Help Design Q Tell me

&

2]

2= £ [m
x i — a
Import Make Key Reset Application Launch  Launch Launch
File Column WorkBook Options  Browse/Find Report Auto Form

Sort & Filter

- S 3

A B C D E F G
P2l 1d vo Kl Last tame Mrirsthame Bl Address1 _ BdAddress2 __ Blcty ____ Blcountry |2
3 [z Einbergstein Alphred Eequal Emcee ByEmcce Germany 1-403-197
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12 Read-Only Auto-Increment column
13
14
:Ilg e This value Is automatically maintained by the pop-up form when data Is added
17
18 Cancel Help
19
20
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Auto ExcelForms

Edit Data on the User Form

You can make changes that will be saved/submitted to the table by simply typing in the entry text boxes,
drop-down boxes or clicking the checkboxes or icons where appropriate. Click the Save Changes button to
submit changes.

You will notice there is no separate Edit or Modify button. Once you type or click anything on the form that
causes the data on it to differ from what is on the corresponding table row, the Save Changes button
becomes activated and you can click on it. The Save option disappears once there is a match between the
table and the form. Later in the options section you will see how to set the option to automatically save

changes on navigating to a new record, with or without a confirmation prompt. You have many choices
available in terms of how the form behaves.

Review View Developer Help Design QTeII m

m l— "= - —— —— cemy ¥ o = S P A Py PR YR |
2 — ~hla "~
| 3 ableData Table

x S y—

Import Make Key Reset Application L

File Column WorkBook Options  Broy B m
: s

A B C
0 » d WO District
2 - x 3 | ADD103 | South
6 [A00103 [South  lLopez Service Ruch
| Instal j |
14 |A00111 South Lopez
22 AD0119  Southeast Khan Desaription Work Date ”
elec
24 A00121  Southeast Khan 10 netall Pont to pont | 51412022
28 A00125  South lopez | May-2
30 A00127 South Lopez ay-z
33 AD0130  Southwest Cartier | Wty Lbr Wty Parts ay-2:
[~ Yes [~ Yes
48 | A00145 Southeast Burton 1 ay-z
Parts Payment
51 AO0148  South Lopez | $890.00 | Account 2 S8 7T 8
Lbr Rate Lbr Cost 9 1 12 13 14 15
58 |/A00155 Southeast Burton | | 6 17 18 19 20 21 22 n-22
Parts Fee Total Cost
60 A00157  Southeast Khan ‘ |a = |° 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 |yn2
30 3
Req Day Work Day
68 A00165  South khan | | LOS was verfied by May-Z
Techs and link budget Y
78 A00175  South lopez | cakulatons sheodly un-22
approved

In the picture example, the user clicked on the Work Date calendar icon, this caused the date selection
calendar to popup, the user selected the new work date which in turn causes the Save changes button to
appear. Other changes can be made as appropriate. Pressing the Save Changes button at any time will
submit the form values to the table.

Any data validation rule that is violated will be highlighted. The user can go on to the next entry field but
will not be allowed to update the worksheet with invalid entries.

Note that worksheet calculated (formula) fields are grayed out and disabled on the form. These are

read-only and will be calculated by Excel as expected.
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3.5

Auto ExcelForms

Add data using the User Form

To add data to the database table, click New or Duplicate then start entering data. Click the Save Changes
button when finished.

Clicking on New will clear out all the entry boxes in preparation for a new addition. Clicking on Duplicate
will make a copy of the current table row/User Form record. This can then be amended before saving as a
new table record. This can be very useful if a user has to add a number of similar items with only slight
differences, such as serial numbers.

User Clicks New Button to start adding records:

File  Home TableForm Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View Developer Help  Design Tell me what you want to do

- 1Y i L e W =" Data Validation ~
& — @ m B B :
ableData Table
Import Make Key Reset  Application Launch  Launch Launch
File Column WorkBook Options | Browse/Find Report Auto Form Begm BEE] Entl‘y
2 District Lead Tech

A1003
Req Date

District Lead Tech Service Rush
Description Work Date Techs

CEZll A01094  Southeast Cartier  Repair ick New Button = Clear
form for Data Entry @4

Southeast Burton  Assess
Northwest Cartier  Repair
Central Cartier  Repair

Wty P:arts rs A

Payment
East i Repair
West ing Assess

Lbr Fee

Parts Fee

Req Day

Record 1001 of 1001

Once the user has begun entering data the Save Changes button appears, allowing him to submit the
newly entered information when he is satisfied with it.

Note, in the illustrated form, the user chose to select a “Dark theme” to match the current Office/Excel

setup. The user also elected to move the command buttons to the side, and use Flat boxes instead of
sunken ones for a slightly different look. This was all done in about 3 clicks with Auto ExcelForms.
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3.6 Reserved Rows Above the Table Header

AutoExcelForms uses two reserved rows directly above your table’s header to store form settings and
optional default values. You’re free to use other rows (further above) for banners, titles, or notes — just
keep these two rows clear for AutoExcelForms.

3.6.1 Spec Row (Required)

Purpose: Stores form and table settings (e.g., primary key flags, dropdown sources, read-only columns,
layout preferences).
Location: The row directly above the table header.
Behavior:
1. If your table starts on row 1, AutoExcelForms will automatically insert this row and hide it.
2. Any merged cells or non-spec content in this row above the table will be cleared or unmerged.
3. Users typically won’t need to edit this row manually.

/\ Important: Don’t place captions, labels, or other content directly above your table header. This row is
reserved for AutoExcelForms and will be overwritten.

3.6.2 Default Values Row (Optional)

Purpose: Supplies default values for new records added through the userform.
Location: Two rows above the table header.

Behavior:
1. Place constants (e.g., “Northwest”) or formulas (e.g., '=TODAY()") here to prefill form fields for new
entries.

2. If you accidentally type something here, AutoExcelForms will treat it as a default value, which can
cause confusion.

This row can be created/accessed using Page 3 on the Options form.

Q Tip: This row is optional and safe to use intentionally for repetitive data entry defaults.

3.6.3 Using Other Rows Above the Table

You’re welcome to use additional rows above these two reserved rows for banners, titles, instructions, or
spacing.
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4 Data Form Components

The main parts of an auto-generated form and their details will be described in this section.

4.1 Overall Layout — Data Form Main Sections

File Home Table Form Insert Help
W0Os Form
£l Import WorkSheets f— Al ‘
= Z
# Customise Columns - 2
tions z
"] Reset WorkBook ¥ F\*If

Utilities Setup

- 1= A
District * Lead Tech
A B . p || ~oo103 | south| | | Lopez -

wo District Lead Tech|Service Service * Rush Req Date *
= = = v_ 1]
3 [A0100 North  khan  Delivellf | "™ B | | ossouz02s i
4 |ADD101  South lopez  Assess |W Description * Work Date Techs
To Install Point to Point | 03/05/2023 2 E
5 |ADD102  Central Cartier  Repair RF Link

& |A00103  |South Lopez  Install
7 |ADD104  Northwest Cartier install

Lbr Hrs

Wiy Lbr Wty Parts

8 |A00105  South Lopez Assess ™ Yes B | <00
9 |A00106  Central Cartier  Assess || Parts Payment Wait
| s890.00 | Account | 29
10 1A00107 South Lopez Replad Lbr Rate Lbr Cast Lbr Fee
11 AD0108 Northwest Ling Repair No
121A00108  Central  Khan  Assess|j | ™° | ses0.00 | sso00
13 |AD0110 West Burton  Assess W Parts Fee Total Cost Total Fee No
| 890.00 | 187000 | 1.870.00
14 |AD0111  South Lopez Repair
Req Day Work Day MNotes

Wed LOS was verified by
Techs and link budget

caleulations already

approved

15 |ADO112 West Burton
16 (ADD113 Central Michner
17 |ADO114 MNorthwest  Khan

| Tue

Pics

[ Exdocs\TFimagend g3 e
[~ E—

1. The command button group is a button menu that will allow the user to navigate, search and
manipulate the database table.

The Image thumbnail shows the default logo or active row picture (Windows OS)

The main data frame contains all the data form controls such as text boxes

The record counter

The Launch Filter Form Button

The data scrollbar

The form re-sizer

18 |AD0115  South Lopez

19 |AD0116 West Burton

20 |AD0117 Northwest Burton Record 4 of 1002

5

21 |ADD118 Northwest Cartie

Nou,swnN
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4.2 The Command Button Group

The individual command buttons

NSE 1
elete

4.2.1 Navigating the Form

Auto ExcelForms includes several navigation tools to help you move through your data with ease.

Navigate Using the Form Buttons
= Prev and Next: Move to the previous or next visible record in the table.
= First and Last: Jump to the first or last visible record.
= Current: If your table includes a date column, this button appears. It automatically scrolls to the
first record in the current month, based on the first date column detected.

Visibility and Navigation Behavior

Unlike many userform solutions—including Excel’s built-in data form—Auto ExcelForms fully respects
Excel’s filtering. Navigation occurs only within the filtered (i.e., visible) records. This includes both
AutoFilter and Advanced Filter results. There’s no need to apply special filter settings within the form—it
stays in sync with Excel’s filters automatically.

Keyboard Access

= Navigation buttons highlight when hovered over.
= Each button has a keyboard shortcut via Alt + underlined letter (e.g., Alt + L for Last).

Immediately after any navigation action, you can:

Use the Up and Down Arrow keys to scroll one record at a time.
Use Page Up and Page Down to scroll by ten records.
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4.2.2 Zoom Function

Users can click the Zoom button to obtain a full-screen view of the form. The entire Excel application
including the table is obscured. The Form itself is also magnified, to an extent defined in the settings
option. Once zoomed in, the Zoom button changes to Zoom Out, which will revert the form to normal

when pressed.
Zoomed in AutoForm Examples ( 3072x1920 screen resolution)

Lead Tech

e B

To Install Poin to Point
RF Lk

wiy Lbr
W ves

Parts wait
$900.00 o 0
Lbr Rate " Lbr Fee

140 $980.00 95.00 ey

Parts Fee Total Cast Total Fee

890,00 170,00 wovray

Req Day Work Day Notes

von Tw

Pics

eiidocs\TRmsges\ [}

Record 4 of 1000

Row ID Onger Date
873 41664 [Toari2r2001 El

Grdar Priority ‘Onder Quantity Sales.

ctcal an [ 10019

Discount Ship Made Profit
oor Roguor [zmes

Unk Price Shipping Cest Custamer Hame
P 0
province Regian Custamer Seqment

Ontario Oraria [ corporata -
sroduet Categery Product Sub-Categery Product Name

[ Offce Suppiies =] | Pera & ArtSugpies =] | Boston 1799
Pouerhouse™ Electrc
Pench Snarparer

siprem
Ceanzmn [

Record 42 of 2607 < Filtered >

Record 614 of 1000
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4.2.3 Delete Function
Click the Delete button to remove the table row that is currently displayed on the form. The user will be
prompted for confirmation before actual deletion occurs

4.2.4 Browse Function

Clicking the Browse button will open up the Browse/Find window. This will allow the user to find table
records and will be described in another section (Browse/Find Window).

Browse Button pops up the Browse/Find window

File  Home TableForm Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View RC  Developer Help  PowerPivot  Table Design
@ Import WorkSheets — el = — 'Y = | @iCreate a Designer Form 27 User Permissions ? 2
=7 Customise Columns & 4 Q ~ User Form Control Listing ¥ User Login Browse/Find
o Options | Relations |  Launch Launch  launch Launch About z| Sot | Filter Window
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A 8 Advance:
Utilities Customise Define Actions Professional About Sort & Filter

A13 A00110

A B

Techs Wty WtyParts Lbr  Parts Paygient
2 g " Lbr Hrs __ Cost
3 |A00110 West. L 75 ..

A00111

South Clos Duplicate

15 A00112  West 26
16 A00113 Central Browse or Search Data Table: TableData X 50
17 A00114 Northwest 56
18 A00115  South Search By Search For Il Case Sensitive Search 16
19 A00116  West B = 17
3 & oynamic Search
20 A00117  Northwest B K Sync Form/Worksheet 3
21 A00118  Northwest F 7
22 A00119 Southeast K| Req Date Description s e Total Cost 9
A00110 24/04/2024 To Check Microwave In South Office Assess 175841 B
23 A00120  Central ¢ A00111 25/04/2024 Rep 1 Gtx Mobile No Tx Rework/provide Loaner Portable South Repair 13
24 |A00121  Southeast K A00112 26/04/2024 Rep Memo Express Id #2834/ & Chk Cell In Pay 160 West Repair 19000 15
25 A00122  Northwest K A00113 26/04/2024 To Repair | Motorola Pocket Cell Central Repair  485.00 50
26 A00123  South L A00114 08/05/2024 Take Cust Off The Air Northwest Install 998.00 70
A00115 27/04/2024 De-activate 1 Mtx 838 Portable Radio/ Stolen South Deliver ~ 81.25
A00116 27/04/2024 To Repair 2 Exts. Can't Hear Caller West Deliver ~ 168.00
27 A00124  Northwest N A00117 29/04/2024 To Check Line 662-4897 Does Not Ring On Extension Northwest Assess  239.28 15
28 A00125  South L A00118 30/04/2024 To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager .unit Dead Northwest Repair  310.00 20
A00119 30/04/2024 To Repair 1 Memo Express Unit Id #4998 Southeast Repair  190.00
29 A00126  Northwest B A00211 11/06/2024 To Chk Rptr, Interference On System. Central Assess 4763 20
30 A00127  South L A00311 30/07/2024 To Repair Ext#38(security)& Install New Ext. Central Repair 44133 20
A00411 24/09/2024 To Repair One Mtx 838 Charger Southeast Repair  108.62
31 AOD128  West Ki A00511 04/11/2024 Prog 3 Gtx Mobiles. 1 Gtx Base & 3 Gtx Portables North Assess 8133 11
A00611 04/12/2024 To Check/repair Ext #161. Multiple Problems\ South Repair 13547
32 A00129  Northwest | A00711 17/12/2024 To Repair Ext 308 At Guard Booth, Not Hearing East Repair  180.90 3
= B0 o Sstmmead A00811 09/01/2025 To Check Reptr All Radios Are Dead Central Repair  249.32 7
B 00131 | Northwest [N A00911 29/01/2025 Repair 1 Mtx 888 Portable Radio/antenna Broken Off North Repair  61.71 12
35 A0132  Northwest K * e i i e 15
sep s 20 Items A
36 A00133  West K| Account 25
37 A00134  West K 24 1 100 $046  CO.D. 16
38 A00135  Northwest KELTLLBSETSTIIY] Filter ” _‘ P2 2 0.25 $12662 C.O.D. 10
39 A00136  West : 00" VIay- OREpaIT 110 ETIEET OINEY-24 1 150 $251.00 Account 14
40 A00137 Southeast  Cartier _ Assess Yes 06-Mav-24  To Check Teleohone Svstem 27-Mav-24 1 0.50 $395.28 P.O. 21
WOs  Orders | Staff | TableData_Lookups | TBL Employee Lookups = Table1_Lookups 3 ‘
Readv PR Averace

4.2.5 New and Duplicate Functions

These were covered in the “Getting Started” section.

Clicking on the New button will present a blank form for adding new data.

Clicking on the Duplicate button will create a copy of the currently displayed table record for modification
and adding to the database table.

When satisfied the user will click the Save Changes button.

Depending on an option in the “Application Options” setup the user may first be prompted to confirm
changes before they are submitted.
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4.2.6 Close Function

Clicking on the Close button will cause the User form to be closed. Please note that any pending edits
won'’t be saved.

The User Form can be closed by (1) Clicking the Close button, (2) clicking the x at the top right of the

form or (3) Pressing the Escape key
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Auto ExcelForms

Image Thumbnail, Image icon and Image window (Windows OS)

Auto ExcelForms supports image handling through a combination of image thumbnails, image icons, and a
popup image window. These features work together to provide visual context and allow users to assign or

preview image files linked to table records.

Image Thumbnails, Image icons and Image windows provide image management in Auto ExcelForms.

Insert Draw  Page Layout Formulas Data Review View Developer Help Design Q Tell me what you want to d¢

sz R "] — - = s TR . Clear 7 Data Validation ~ =
By @ Q % [FlAL % Reapph S
Import Make Key Reset  Application Llaunch launch Launch  z, Sort Filter V i34 Create Workbook
File  Column WorkBook Options Browse/Find Report Auto Form 7 Advanced with Form
Sort & Filter
A23 ] Image Thumbnail

Duplicate 13 0.4

ID #

1D-000L Baked Goods Cheesecake, commercial
17 1D-00 (15 cm diam)

Category Food Item

33 aa &

18 1D-00 mage Window \TFimages\F
19 1D-00

Measur Calories -
20 1D-00 LI/G = 321 Data Form Picture
21 ID-00

Fat Carbs

ID-
22 I1D-00 3 2%
23 |ID-00
Sample Pics

24 |D-00

e:\docs\TFimages\F '@j

Image Icon

Record 21 of 1094
28 ID-000Q Baked Goods
29 ID-000R  Baked Goods Chocolate chip, refrigerated do 2
30 ID-000S Baked Goods  Chocolate coated marshmallow 2
31 ID-000T Baked Goods Chocolate cream, commercial (; 1/§
32 ID-000U Baked Goods Chocolate sandwich 2

33 ID-000V  Baked Goods Chocolate, from mix, with icing 1/:
34 ID-000W Baked Goods Chocolate, frozen, commercial, 1/8 Save to Picture Folder
35 ID-000X Baked Goods Chocolate, homemade, with icii 1/:
36 ID-000Y Baked Goods Coconut cream, commercial (2(1/4

Chocolate chip, homemade

Picture Location
e:\docs\TFimages\Food\cheese cake.jfif
Pictures Folder

37 ID-000Z Baked Goods  Coconut macaroons, homemad2
38 ID-0010 Baked Goods Coffee cake, cinnamon with cru 1/
39 ID-0011 Baked Goods Coffee cake, cinnamon with cri 1/:

Image Thumbnail

39 1.3 e:\docs\TFimages\F
24 0.9 e:\docs\TFimages\F

The image thumbnail is located near the menu buttons at the top of the form. It initially displays a default
logo or placeholder image. If the table associated with the form includes a picture column—i.e., a column
that stores references to image files such as .jpg, .bmp, or .gif—the thumbnail will automatically update as

the user navigates between records, showing the image linked to the current row.

= The reference to the image is stored as a full file path in the table row.

= If the file is missing or invalid, the thumbnail displays the default image instead.

= This default image path can be set (or cleared) in the Options Form. If no default is set and the

image reference is invalid, the thumbnail area remains blank.

= Clicking the thumbnail opens the Image Window, displaying a larger version of the image for easier

viewing.
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Image Icon

If a picture column is detected in the table, a small image icon will appear next to the corresponding text
box on the form.

= Clicking the image icon opens a file picker dialog, allowing the user to browse and select an image
file.

= Upon selection of a valid image file, the full path is stored in the table row, the text box is updated,
and the thumbnail refreshes to display the chosen image.

= This process works similarly to updating any standard text field, with the image path submitted to
the table during save operations.

Image Window

The Image Window provides a larger preview of the image referenced in the current row. It can be opened
by clicking the image thumbnail at the top of the form.

= The window will only display if a valid image file is associated with the current row.

= If no valid image is found, or if the image column is empty, the window will either show the default
image (if one is set) or remain blank.
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4.4 The Record Counter

The record counter, located at the lower left section of the user form provides visual feedback of:
= The number of records in the data table
= The position of the current record
= The filtered status of the table

Once again it must be remembered that the number and position are in relation to visible or filtered
records only. For example, in the second situation below, record 1 is the first visible record in the table.

Record counter in an unfiltered table

Record 12 of 8399

Record counter in same table with a filter

Record 1 of 3071 < Filtered >

When the user clicks on the record counter, the table filtered status is shown

Example of Optional Theme colored Auto ExcelForms Message box

Table Filter Status ..
Clicking Record

*% 3071 Items Fitered by: Region =Atlantic Or West counter reveals filter
information

Lz 1 r

Optional Auto
TableForms
Message Box

1 AT O A T A ;e A (= -

Product N
Table Filter Status % rodul ame
‘Avery 506

o ** 3071 ltems Filtered by: Region =Atlantic Or West

]

ship Date

13/11/2012 @
| Record 1 0f 3071 «hitered > [ [ [N
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4.5 The Data Scrollbar

The data scrollbar can be used to navigate the data table.
= Click on the arrow buttons to advance or go back 1 record at a time.
= Drag the scroll thumb (scroll box) to smoothly move between the first and last records.
= Click the region along the scroll shaft to advance or go back 10 records at a time.

| Arrow Button Scroll Thumb Scroll Shaft

4.6 The Form Resizer

Click on the re-sizer icon and drag to expand the form horizontally, vertically or both.
Note, there is no magnification done. This is more or less equivalent to a stretching effect.

tblFood Table

Duplicate

| FN-0007 Category | Baked Goods

Food Item Banana bread, Measure I 1 slice
homemade (11cm X
6cm X 1cm)

Calories I 196 Protein I 3

|33

Sample Pics I e:\docs\TFimages\F ml

Form
Resizer

Record 7 of 1095

Ill

Once a form’s size has been changed appreciably, Auto ExcelForms will “remember” the form position and
size for each worksheet. The easiest way to reset the default size is to click Zoom, then close the form.
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5 The Browse/Find window

The Browse/Find window can be accessed either from the Excel Ribbon menu or from the user form
command button group.
From this window you can quickly and easily scroll through or find data.

5.1 Window Components

File Home TableForm Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help  PowerPivot  Table Design

8 Import WorkSheets e S 'E-_ _(1 v - 0 =7 userpemissions | o, [ETA] IS 2 | £ Data Validation ~
7 Customise Columns £
o Options | Relations | Launch Launch
Browse/Find Auto Form Browse & Find E|
Window Customise |  Define Actions wo District * Lead Tech .
A00102 Central ~| Carti
fi A00102 Search
Sengicn Rush Regq Daty Options Current
A B G Search F
| SearchValue - 24/04rreey
Lead Tech AR : A L Bromserrind
5 - - - - Field
3 A001C Delete
4 A001Q
5 Search By
6_|A0O: Select
7 A0D010

8 AD014

9 A0010 Req Date D o District Service Total Cost
A00102 24/04/2023 To Res i | Gtx Trk Portable.prob Not Specified Central Repair 140.00
10 ADOLGHE A00103 04/04/2023 nstall Point to Point RF Link South Install  1,870.00
11 A0014Q A00104 25/04/2008 Relocate Ext 10/ Please Bring New Phones Northwest install 65.24
12 A001GQ A00105 25/04/20 To Check 1 Micro Tac Lite Constant Busy Tone Rewor South Assess 117.63

13 A001 A00106 02/05/2023 To Check 1 Memo Express Pager/ Supp. Case Clip Central Assess  64.13
A00107 08/05/2023 To Prog 2 Gtx Base, 2 Gtx Mobiles & 8 Gtx Portable South Replace  95.10
4 A00108 25/04/2023 To Repair Trunking Base No Tx No Rx Northwest Repair 96.70
A00109 25/04/2023 To Check 1 Memo Express Pager |d #8354 Central Assess 494.08
15 ADO1 AD0110 25/04/2023 To Check Microwave In South Office West Assess 1,497.16
16 ADO1 AD01T11 26/04/2023 Rep 1 Gtx Mobile No Tx Rework/provide Loaner Portable South Repair 90.21 Search Results
17 ADO1 A00112 27/04/2023 Rep Memo Express Id #2834/ & Chk Cell In Pay 160 West Repair 190.00 Pane
18 ADO1 A00113 27/04/2023 To Repair | Motorola Pocket Cell Central Repair 485.00
A00114 09/05/2023 Take Cust Off The Air Northwest Install 998.00
19 A0O1 AD0115 28/04/2023 De-activate 1 Mtx 838 Portable Radio/ Stolen South Deliver 81.25
AD0116 28/04/2023 To Repair 2 Exts. Can't Hear Caller West Deliver  168.00
20 A0O1 A00117 30/04/2023 To Check Line 662-4897 Does Not Ring On Extension Northwest Assess 239.28
21 A0OL A00118 01/05/2023 To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager .unit Dead Northwest Repair 310.00 7
22 AOO1 A00119 01/05/2023 To Repair 1 Memo Express Unit Id #4998 Southeast Repair 190.00 9
AD0120 01/05/2023 To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager. Screen Damaged Central Repair 615.00 .
23 ADD1Zsyr Search Results 1000 Items Right click a data column->Sort Ascending  +Shift Key=descending 175 $475.00 Account 13
24 ADO1. z = 2 Count C —— . —_— S ¥ 175 $341.00 C.O.D. 15
25 A00122 Northwest Khan Repair 23 To Repair 1 Ht 440 Portable Radio/losing Charge 20-Jun-23 1 0.75 $61.18 C.0.D. 50
I8 ANNTI2 Crnith | Anas Accace N1_AA= 72 Ta Fhark Evtanciane [ 7 Talanhanae Maadad 1Nl 1 nen ¢1cc 20 Arraiin + an

The main Browse/Find window parts are:

= Search Criterion Box — lets you choose which column(s) to search
= Search Value Box — where you enter what you're looking for

= Search Options — adjust how the search behaves

= Search Results Pane — displays matching records

= Search Results Count — shows how many matches were found

= Find Now Button — used only when dynamic search is off

By default, the search results pane shows the first six columns of the table. This can be customized under
Select Browse Headers under Application Options. Column widths in the results pane match the proportions
of the original table.
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The Search By criterion drop-down allows you to pick any individual column, or choose "All Columns" for a
broad search within the displayed columns.

5.2 Finding Records

To begin Searching for records simply start typing in the search value field.
As you type, the results narrow further and are displayed in the Results pane.
If Dynamic Search is off, you'll need to click Find Now to trigger the search.

Note: The Browse/Find window respects any filters already applied to the table — searches only apply to
visible records

You can change the search criterion at any time using the drop-down menu. Once the desired record
appears, you can:

= Hit Enter, or

= Double-click the record in the results pane, or

= Click the Select button
This will close the window and select the highlighted row.

If as you type in the Search value box, there is only 1 result in the results pane, then immediately hitting

enter will close the window and make the selection without clicking or tabbing to the results pane. If
there is more than one result, hitting enter will move focus to the results pane.

If the window was called from the User form, the form boxes are updated with the values from the selected
table row. If the window was called from the worksheet (via the ribbon meu) then the table row is selected
in the worksheet itself.

If the search value box has any characters already typed, you can hit the Esc key to clear the search value
box and enter a new search. If the Esc key is hit with no characters in the box, the window will be closed.
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Search Options

There are four optional settings that affect search behavior:
= Case-Sensitive Search
= Exact Match
= Dynamic Search
= Sync Form/Worksheet

Here’s how they affect results. Suppose the search field is Region, and your data includes entries like
“East”, “Northeast”, “Southeast”:

|You TypeHCase Sensitive”Exact MatchH Results ‘
|East HOff ”Off HEast, Northeast, Southeast‘
|East HOff ”On HEast ‘
|east HOn HAny HNo records ‘
|east HOff ”Off HEast, Northeast, Southeast‘
|east HOff ”On HEast ‘

Like many things in Auto ExcelForms, Using the Browse/Find window is more intuitive and easier to do than
it is to explain!!

As mentioned previously, with dynamic search turned off, the search is not narrowed as you type, and you
must click the “Find Now” button to look for an item after entering the search value.

With Sync Form/Worksheet option On, the userform and worksheet will respond to navigation in the
Browse window. With it off record selection occurs on clicking the select button or closing the Browser.

Sort the Browse Window and Table

Sorting from within the Browse/Find window affects not just the visible search results, but the entire
underlying table. You can sort by any column shown in the results pane, and your chosen sort order—
ascending or descending—will be applied to the full dataset after confirmation.

To sort a column in ascending order, right-click on any value within that column.
To sort in descending order, hold the Shift key while right-clicking the value.

Note: When you initiate a sort, you will be prompted to confirm the action. For example, if you
right-click the column titled Service date while holding Shift, you’ll see a prompt like:

"Sort on Service date in Descending order?"
The sort is only applied if you click “Yes”.

For Mac OS:

To sort in ascending order, hold the Control key and click on a value in the desired column.
To sort in descending order, hold both the Control and Shift keys while clicking.

As on Windows, a confirmation prompt will appear before the sort is applied.
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Browsing Columns from Related Tables

You can include columns from related (parent) tables in the Browse/Find window — no VLOOKUPs,
XLOOKUPs, or macros required.

For example, while browsing the Orders table, you can add columns like Customer.CompanyName or
Salesperson.LastName — even though those fields reside in other tables. AutoExcelForms automatically
detects relationships and makes these columns available in the Browse/Find setup (see “Select Browse/Find
Headers”).

Related columns appear with headers like RelatedTable.ColumnName, and the browse window displays
these headings in a different color.
These related fields work like any others:

= You can select them in the Search by dropdown and filter as you type.

= Right-clicking a related column will sort the results pane only, since related data cannot be used to
sort the original worksheet table.

Browsing columns from related tables

File Home  Table Form  Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data  Review View RC Developer  Help Power Pivot  Table Design
£ Import WorkSheets e— ] o— — fe—— 27 User Permissions | 4 y N2 Clear £ Data Validation ~
- & V2 s Q i) &l

7 Customise Columns ¥ User Login S Reapply
- Options Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch About z l Sort Filter | =

New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A & Advanced
utilities Customise |  Define Actions About Sort & Filter
Al N I 10263
A B c D E F G H ] K M N

2
3 10248 VINET 5 01-Apr- 5 ol 10-Jul-22 3 32.38 Browse includes F Reims 51100 France
< Browse or Search Data rowse Lolumns Columns from jermany
5 from Data Table Related Tables
6 Search By I Case Sensitive Search
7 | Select orderid elgium
8 = M Exact Match :
9 i Ik Dynamic Search witzerland
10 _— witzerland
thiCustomers thiEmployees thiEmployees thlEmployees N
11 orderdate companyname lastname
12 TITOT 2077 &R enezuela
13 18/07/2022 Suyama i graduate of Sussex Univ
14 19/07/2022 Blondesddsl péere et fils Andrew received his BTS commercial
20/07/2022 Wartian Herkku Leverling Janet has a BS degree in chemistry fr
15 23/07/2022 Frankenversand Peacock Margaret Margaret holds a BA in English litera peErmany
16 24/07/2022 GROSELLA-Restaurante Callahan Laura Laura received a BA in psychology fr
17 25/07/2022 White Clover Markets Buchanan Steven Steven Buchanan graduated from St.
26/07/2022 Wartian Herkku Davolio Nancy Education includes a BA in psycholog
18 m 26/07/2022 Split Rail Beer & Ale Suyama Michael Michael is a graduate of Sussex Univ
19 27/07/2022 Rattlesnake Canyon Grocery Suyama Michael Michael is a graduate of Sussex Univ weden
20 30/07/2022 QUICK-Stop Leverling Janet Janet has a BS degree in chemistry fi
31/07/2022 Vins et alcools Chevalier Suyama Michael Michael is a graduate of Sussex Univ
21 01/08/2022 Magazzini Alimentari Riuniti Davolio Nancy Education includes a BA in psycholog
22 02/08/2022 Tortuga Restaurante Callahan Laura Laura received a BA in psychology fr bermany
23 03/08/2022 Morgenstern Gesundkost Fuller Andrew Andrew received his BTS commercia enezuela
06/08/2022 Berglunds snabbkép Callahan Laura Laura received a BA in psychology fr
24 07/08/2022 Lehmanns Marktstand Callahan Laura Laura received a BA in psychology fr
25 08/08/2022 Berglunds snabbkop Fuller Andrew Andrew received his BTS commercia
26 08/08/2022 Romero y tomillo Peacock Margaret Margaret holds a BA in English litera
27 09/08/2022 Romero y tomillo Peacock Margaret Margaret holds a BA in English litera ™
830 ltems Right click a data column->Sort Ascending +5hift Key=descending
28 P aermany
29 10274 VINET 6 31-Jul-22 28-Aug-22 10-Aug-22 1 6.01 59 rue de I'Abbaye Reims 51100 France
30 10275 MAGAA 1 01-Aug-22  29-Aug-22 03-Aug-22 1 26.93 Via Ludovico il MorcBergamo 24100 Italy
31 10276 TORTU 8 02-Aug-22  16-Aug-22 08-Aug-22 3 13.84 Avda. Azteca 123 México D.F05033 Mexico
32 10277 MORGK 2 03-Aug-22 31-Aug-22 07-Aug-22 3 125.77 Heerstr. 22 Leipzig 04179 Germany
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5.6 Copy Results to Sheet

Clicking the Copy Results to Sheet button prompts you to select a destination cell within the current
workbook. Once the target cell is selected, the filtered contents of the Browse window are copied to that
location, including the corresponding column headers.

If the copied data would overlap existing content, you will be alerted before proceeding. Copying is not
permitted if the data would:

= Qverlap an existing Excel Table, or

= Be pasted onto the source (Browse) worksheet itself
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6 The Filter Feedback Bar

If enabled, the filter feedback bar provides visual feedback of any Excel Autofilter applied to individual
columns for the data table on the current sheet. If an advanced filter is in effect, it will simply display
<Advanced Filter>.

Example Auto ExcelForms filter feedback bar

File Ful-Ml Table Form Insert Draw  Page layout Formulas Data  Review View Developer Help  ASAP Utilities Design Q T4

,jj' %E @ : @ Ej al Y T Clear ¢ Data Validation -

4 Reappl
L . = Reapply
Import Make Key Reset Application Launch  Launch Launch 7| Sort Filter
File  Column WorkBook Options  Browse/Find Report Auto Form ‘PAdvanced
Sort & Filter
A739 M fc | Aoos3e

o

o =
(=} =

739|A00836

741/A00838  Southeast 04-Feb-23
757 . th 05-Mar-23 1
) ilter h 30-Jan-23 1
739 Feedback Bar  tNeast ~an-
wo District Lead Tech
i outheastll |~ q3 Southeast Cartier - 14-Feb-23 1
770/A00867 Southeast 16-Mar-23 2
Service Rush Req Date
780 AO0877  Southeastf] = Repar M 16/01/2023 20-Feb-23 1
783/ A00880 South Description Work Date Techs 27-Feb-23 1
To Repair Ext #22. 04/02/2023 2 /not
786/ AD0883 South Losing Transferred Cals 31-Jan-23 1
788/A00885  Southeast /n Pager 14-Feb-23 1
Wty Lbr Wty Parts Lbr Hrs Read
789|A00886  Southeasifl [ Yes [ Yes 0.25 18-Feb-23 1
Parts Payment Wait 5 To
800|A00897 Southeast £37.49 C.0.D. 06-Mar-23 1
Got
806 AD0903  South Lbr Rate Lbr Cost 12-Feb-23 1
807 A00904 South 12-Feb-23 1
810/A00907  Southeastfl PartsFee Total Cost Total Fee lular 04-Mar-23 1
811/A00908 South Use 04-Mar-23 2
WOs | Adm Req Day Work Day Notes
Telephone Tec . Please
Ready Filter Mode 5 Inform Service Admin. If

The filter bar is located exactly 1-row above the table header. If the table is located at Row 1 then a row is
automatically inserted to make room for the bar.
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6.1 Feedback Bar Options

The feedback bar is hidden when not in use and is visible depending on the application option. There are
three options for this and they are:

= Temporary

= Always

= Never

Filter feedback bar oPtion on the Options Form

Ldienudr FOony sLe | 11 ;I
‘ Filter Feedback Bar Temporany 'l
Filter ST Aivay's

Newver

Feedback Bar | ;
Options  'ry Key Setup SR

. |

With the “Never” option, filter feedback bars will not be added or displayed.

With the “Temporary” option, a feedback bar will appear when the data form is opened then removed
when the form is closed.

With the “Always” option a feedback bar will appear on any selected worksheet that has a table whether
there is a Form on display or not. These bars will be removed by setting the option to temporary or Never.

All feedback bars can also be removed In the Application Options form. (Actions — Remove All Filter
Feedback Bars)
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7 The Easy Filter Form

If you're familiar with Excel's drop-down filters (AutoFilters) and Advanced Filters, Auto ExcelForms will
respect any filter in place—filtered rows remain hidden from view on any generated forms or windows.
You can also launch the Easy Filter Form, a built-in tool offering a simple interface to define filter
conditions. It resembles the data entry form and allows users to type criteria directly into fields
representing table columns. Auto ExcelForms then applies these constraints seamlessly.

Despite its simplicity, the Easy Filter Form supports a powerful range of filtering techniques.

7.1 Basic Filters
You can enter straightforward expressions for common filtering needs.
For example, in a movie collection, enter:
e Genre: Documentary
e Duration (minutes): <=90

to list documentaries that are 90 minutes or shorter.

Click Launch Easy Filter (or click the Filter button on any open form), enter criteria, then click Set. Filters
apply immediately. Use the Clear button to remove filters, or Quit to close the form.

Simple Filter Form Example

File Home Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help Power Pivot Table Design

Gl import WorkSheets r— A — = Y | 7 User Permissions % Clear E5 Data Validation ~
= 7] ¥ = A
7 Customise Columns ¥ user Login 3 .
o Options | Relaions | Launch  Launch  Launch Launch | About 9 7| Son |Fiter S Reapply
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A T
Utilities Customise Define Actions Sort & Filter

. i

*#* 19 Items Filtered by: Runtime <=90 | Genre =Documentary

Nr. Link Year Runtime

127 tt1563778 The Adonis Factor

MovieDatabase Filter Form
Adventures in Africa No.

135 134 12571774 200032 2013 1: Into the Unknown 18 Documentary
179 178 12593392 250643 2014 Alive Inside 78 Documentary Input the filters you want to apply for one or more
An Alternative Reality: Codiie
The Football Manager

Then click Set when sotisfied.

220 219 114046282 296834 2014 Documentary 72 Documentary
Bible's Buried Secrets

584 583 2011 (2011) 36 Documentary
780 779 tt0103882 1358 1991 A Brief History of Time B0 Documentary

Bronies: The Extremely Runtime Genre

Unexpected Adult Fans <=90 Documentary j
792 791 112446192 160220 2013 of My Little Pony 90 Documentary
794 793 13219678 276122 2014 A Brony Tale 79 Documentary 9

Bush Family Fortunes:
The Best Democracy

829 828 110435612 2004 Money Can Buy 61 Documentary
830 829 1t0403910 33377 2004 Bush's Brain 80 Documentary
Classic Albums: Black

1007 1006 1826632 2010 Sabbath - Paranoid 55 Documentary
Classic Albums: Pink
Floyd - The Making of
'The Dark Side of the

@ Force Advanced Filter © Use AutoFilter if possible

1008 1007 tt0398868 2003 Moon' 84 Documentary
1337 1336 tt2332883 276909 2014 Deepsea Challenge 30 90 Documentary PG
1365 1364 tt0109609 1994 Destiny in Space 40 Documentary
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Note: You can choose AutoFilter or Advanced Filter as your default mechanism. Advanced Filters are faster
for large datasets, but their limitation is that the Filter Feedback Bar won’t show details of filters in effect.

More Complex Filters

You can enter rich criteria using special syntax. Examples:

Syntax Meaning

ltem1 Column contains Item1 exactly

item1* Column starts with item1

*item1 Column ends with item1

*item1* Column contains item1

<item1l Column value is less than item1

>=jtem1 Column value is greater than or equal to item1
<>item1 Column value is not item1

Item1+ltem2+... Column matches Iltem1 OR Item2 OR Item3
item1&item2  Column contains both item1 AND item?2
item1:item2 Column value lies between item1 and item?2 (inclusive)

= Field is blank
<> Field is not blank
# Starts a formula-based filter (evaluates to TRUE/FALSE)

By default, column filters are combined using AND logic.
To apply OR logic between columns, prefix a field with +

Formula Mode
You can enter formulas by starting with #, in any unused box on the form. These must:

1. Evaluate to TRUE or FALSE
2. Reference the first row of data (e.g., D3, F3, etc.)

Example:
To filter by profit margin over 20%, where sales data is in G3 and profit in K3, use:

#K3/G3 > 20%

To use named ranges, prefix them with \ (Auto ExcelForms replaces this with the active workbook name
behind the scenes).
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Example:
Filter records by new employee names in a named range newEmployees:
#COUNTIF(\newEmployees, E4)>0

Exclude those employees:
#COUNTIF(\newEmployees, E4)=0

These conditions can combine with standard ones. For example, type north+east+central in the Region box
in addition to the formula entered in an unused box

7.2.2  More Complex Filter Examples
To show:
e Runtime between 90-120 mins

e Genre is Sci-Fi or anything containing Action
e OR any movie from the 1960s (regardless of other filters):

e Runtime: 90:120
e Genre: Sci-Fi+*Action*
e Release Year: +1960:1969

File  Home TableForm Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help  PowerPivot  Table Design
3 import WorkSheets = 2 - = Y = 27 User Permissions 8| 7_ ? SZ Clear E6 Data Validation ~
— = o z AlZ
7 Customise Columns & A i ¥ userLogin
— Options Relations aunch Launch Launch  Launch About - 11 Sort Filter
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A & Advanced
Ublities Customise | Define Actions Abou Sort & Filte

f:
MY ** 340 tems Filtered by: < Advanced Filter >

Nr. Link Year Runtime

Rated R for strong violence,

§ MovieDatabase Filter Form

1890 1889 0430105 2005 Four Brothers 109 Action/Adventure
1893 1892 114026600 346838 2015 Four Warriors 95 Action/Adventure

Input the fiiters you want to apply for one or more
table columns
Then click Set when satisfied.

1909 1908 1815708 2012 Freelancers 96 Action/Adventure

1910 1909 113735554 305044 2015 Freetown 113 Action/Adventure

1912) 1911 10067116 1971 The French Connection 104 Action/Adventure N, Link ““9

1914 1913 112414766 218425 2013 Frequencies 105 Sci-Fi +1960:1969

1918 1917 110073019 56539 1975 Friday Foster 90 Action/Adventure [

Title Runtime o Genre e
90:120 Sci-Fi+"Action

S

1919 1918 110390022 2004 Friday Night Lights 118 Action/Adventure

1931 1930 0116367 1996 From Dusk Till Dawn 108 Action/Adventure
1

1933 1932 111179034 2010 From Paris with Love 92 Action/Adventure

1935 1934 0057076 1963 From Russia with Love 115 Action/Adventure

1941 1940 112294629 2013 Frozen 102 Action/Adventure

® Force Advanced Filter

A Funny Thing © Use AutoFilter if possible
Happened on the Way
1953 1952 tt0060438 17768 1966 to the Forum 99 G dy/!

The Further Adventures

The OR operator + on the third entry overrides other constraints—records matching it will be included even
if others don't apply.
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7.2.3  Another Formula Example
To show only rows where:
e Quantity<50R
e Quantity divisible by 5

(where Quantity data starts at D3):

Enter the following formula into any unused box on the filter form:
#OR(MOD(D3,5)=0, D3<5)

This assumes the Quantity data (not the column header) starts in cell D3.

If you're unsure, look at your table: the formula must reference the first actual data row, not the header
row.

Q Tip: Filtered data can be exported via the Report function—just one click copies it to a new formatted
worksheet, ready for viewing or printing.
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Copy Results to Sheet

The Copy Results to Sheet button lets you copy the currently filtered source table to a location of your
choice within the workbook. When clicked, you will be prompted to select a destination cell. The entire
table is copied, but only the visible rows and columns are included—making it easy to export filtered

results.
If no filters are applied, the entire table is copied in full.
Copying is not permitted if the selected destination would:

= Qverlap an existing Excel Table, or
=  Place the data onto the source worksheet itself.

Al = fe
A B C D E F G H
1 I:-
2 Nr.  Link Year Title Runtime Genre MPAA
3 69 tt2304933 299687 2016 The 5th Wave User Clicked on 112 Sci-Fi PG-13
: 117 1861445 289723 2015 AnAckof War e Krpmi 9 o Tl e
6 122 tt1735907 274504 2016 The Adderall Diaries sheet"and seleste 1h Thriller R
7: 146 tt4581576 390051 2017 Aftermath cell C2 on Sheet 3 94 Thriller R
8 157 tt2091478 284674 2015 Air N 95 Sci-Fi PG-13
9 188 tt3040216 340243 2015 All Mistakes Buried hrille
10 200 tt3410834 262504 2016 Allegiant MovieDatabase Filter Form
1 222 tt4392770 385737 2016 Always Shine
12 232 tt4060988 385691 2015 American Descent > Copy Results
13 279 1t4073890 395883 2015 Andron ::Z:::qu,m”:f o ey D to Sheet
14 280 tt3317208 277710 2016 Anesthesia Then click Set when satisfied.
15 285 tt5344752 377859 2015 Angel Whispers
16 305 tt2484224 330628 2016 The Answer
17 308 tt4190530 351339 2016 Anthropoid : Year
18 346 12543164 329865 2016 Arrival >=2015
19 363 tt3030354 326057 2015 Assassin
20 364 13030354 326057 2015 Assassin Runthvié Genre
21 375 tt3472714 379050 2015 At Granny's House Sci-Fi+Thriller
22 400 tt4296026 323660 2015 Avengers Grimm
23 403 tt2395427 99861 2015 Avengers: Age of Ultron
24 412 112048865 342502 2015 AWOL-72
25 454 113355510 322850 2015 Badge of Honor
26 576 tt2278870 401222 2016 Beyond the Edge
27 580 tt2911668 284289 2015 Beyond the Reach
28 603 tt2689958 332839 2015 Big Sky
29 712 tt4334642 336049 2017 Bonded by Blood 2
30 738 tt4145324 316410 2015 Bound
31 746 tt3181822 241251 2015 The Boy Next Door
32 774 113682448 296098 2015 Bridge of Spies o
3 790 t3701714 278925 2016 Broken Vows ® Force Advanced Filter O Use AutoFilter if possible
34 846 113923388 388347 2016 The Call Up 1h Sci-Fi NR
35 854 12639514 277353 2015 Campus Code 1h Sci-Fi NR
36 862 tt3498820 271110 2016 Captain America: Civil War 147 Sci-Fi PG-13
37 870 tt3268668 331190 2015 Captive 1h Thriller PG-13
38 875 tt1629242 317744 2015 Careful What You Wish For 91 Thriller R
39 882 tt3163224 378088 2015 The Carrier ih Sci-Fi NR
40 895 113294664 384446 2016 Cassidy Way 1h Thriller NR
e 024 441099677 100104 IA1E Channin 130 coigi o
MovieDatabase | data_tbl Lookups | Sheet3 | ¥
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Save & Retrieve Filters
AutoExcelForms’ Easy Filter already lets users apply simple or complex filter logic using a clean, form-based
interface — no formulas required. Now, the Easy Filter has been enhanced with a Save & Retrieve feature,
making it even easier to reuse your favorite filter combinations.

Save time by saving filters

When working with frequently used filters — like “Open Jobs in the North Region” or “Orders over $500” —
you can now save your current filter settings and reuse them later with a couple of clicks.

After setting up any filter on the Easy Filter form, click the Save-Retrieve button to open the Save-Retrieve
window.

File Home  TableForm Insert Draw  Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View RC  Developer Help Power Pivot  Table Design
> ] Import WorkSheets [— = i _O\ Y fi— 57 User Permissions ,\l ? Clear E§ Data Validation ~
—_ 7 2 z
/ Customise Columns N 2] ‘_ ¥ user Login . @ Reapply
. Options | Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch | About z| Sort Filter | ™=
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A & Advanced
Utilities Customise Define Actions About Sort & Filter
Ja A00188
A R c o} E E G

Y 1)

wWo Work Date  Techs Wty Lbr Wty Parts Lbr Hrs Parts C

2 e Input the filters you want to apply for one or more
- table columns.

10 |/ADD188 Then click Set when satisfied.

13 AD0398 Easy Filter J5 8.50 $653.91
15 'AD0267 70 oM g 0.50 51,579
16 A01031 District Lead Tech $1,630,
32 A0D543 Northeast ctive  01-Feb-25 3.50 $653.0(
33 A00173 e : : ST 2.25 $800.7:

AutoExcelForms Saved Filters for TableData

34 AD1067 Install+repair H L $1,000.
35 A00114 Description I Add New Delete | Close | Retrieve and Close 0.75 $938.0(
36 A00433 *telephone* 2 ™\ 2.75 5$666.4:
40 A00969 1 Filter Save $901.5!

5

A00531 6.25 $27.00

52 A00390 ~ 3.25 $511.8!
53 A0DG50 Ry Defined Filters: 1.00 $641.7
61 A00208 2 1.00 $547.0¢
62 A00479 Parts Cost TableName FilterName 0.75 5$572.6!
68 ADDS09 TableData Cartier Lead 2 4.75 $56.40
74 A01091 TableData Ling as lead $602.61
78 |A00730 Lbr Rate e Rt : : $591.7!

TableData Portables serviced - South or West
TableData Northwest Jobs

91 A01000 6.25 $20.00
Parts Fee
96 A0D768 2 0.25 $479.3(
106 EIHARH Defined Filter Specifications: S
109 A00343 District: Northeast 0.75 S$408.5
Service: Install or repair
118 ADD943 Description: Contains telephone 3.50 $23.00
119 A00468 1.25 $340.7(
124 A00253 0.75 $340.4!
128 A00335 1.00 $305.6:
130 A00277 1.00 $341.2°
131 A0D735 2 0.50 $357.9i
133 A01001 § i n N $415.21
136 /AOD798 @ Force Advanced Filter © Use AutoFilter if possible ified  22-Feb-25 2 0.75 $319.0
\

anm annann WP e e __ I AN A A - Ara facs o
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7.4.2 What you’ll see

Control Purpose

Add New Saves the currently defined filter from the Easy Filter form.

Delete Removes a previously saved filter.

Retrieve and Close Loads a selected saved filter back into the Easy Filter form for reuse or editing.
Close Exits without making changes.

Submit Spec Confirms and saves a new filter (only visible once a name is entered).

Saved Filter Name Enter or edit the name of the filter to be saved.

Defined Filters A list of previously saved filters for the current table.

Defined Filter Specs A read-only summary of the selected filter’s criteria in plain English.

7.4.3 How it works
1. Saving afilter

= On the Easy Filter form, define your desired filter.

= Click Save-Retrieve.

= In the Save-Retrieve form, click Add New.

= Enter a name in the Saved Filter Name box. The Submit Spec button will appear.
= Click Submit Spec to save.

2. Retrieving a filter

= Click the Save-Retrieve button.

= Select a saved filter from the list.

= Click Retrieve and Close to load it back into the Easy Filter form.

= From there, click Set to apply it, or make changes before applying.

3. Deleting a filter
= Select it from the list and click Delete.

The “Defined Filter Specs” Box

Once saved filters are given meaningful names others should have no problem interpreting what they
represent. In addition to this, users can rfere to the Defined Filter Specs box — a read-only text area that
translates the technical filter conditions into a more readable format. This is for informational purposes
only, to help you quickly understand what a saved filter does.
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Suppose you're working in the Orders table and define this filter:
- Description: *printers*
= Price: >250
= Region: West+South

The Defined Filter Specs box will display:

Description: Contains printers
Price: Greater than 250
Region: West or South

This helps users instantly grasp the logic behind the saved filter without needing to interpret raw symbols
or operators.

7.4.4 Notes

= You must provide a filter name to save it — otherwise, an error will appear.
= You must have at least one filter condition defined before saving.
= Saved filters are specific to the current data table (e.g., Orders, Customers).

User Guide ver1.63 Page 44



Auto ExcelForms

8 Auto Reports

AutoExcelForms provides a fast, convenient way to display or print selected table columns from the active

worksheet’s data.

By default, the first 10 columns of the table are included in the report. However, any combination of up to
10 columns—contiguous or non-contiguous—can be selected through the User Options interface. This is
something that’s typically not easy to do in Excel without manual setup. You can also easily rearrange the
column order using a simple point-and-click interface.

The rows included in the report reflect any filters currently applied to the source data. Column widths and
number formats are also inherited from the source table.
The output is pre-formatted for printing or PDF export on letter-sized paper in landscape orientation. The
report is a regular Excel table, so you can freely customize its appearance—change column widths, adjust
styles, or update the heading—before printing. Page headers repeat on each printed page, and there are
one-click options to include page numbers, totals, or a custom banner at the top of the first page.

8.1  Table Output

The report data is generated on a new worksheet named AutoTable Report. From this worksheet, you can
= Add or remove totals at the bottom
= Include a custom first-page banner
= Print directly using Ctrl+P or File = Print
After printing or exporting, you may delete the worksheet if you wish.

Table Form  Insert
i cuw Tahoma
2 Copy ~

Paste
- ¥ Format Painter

B I U- v |2~
Clipboard 3 Font

N2 - fe

Filtered

Auto Report Worksheet

General - P
(3

$-%* WA

= = =3 ElMege&Center -

e what you want to do

59 | Nomal 22
>

Conditional Formatas Normal

Formatting = Table -

Alignment Number

Normal 224
Bad

Styles

Normal269  Normal4

Good Neutral

** 257 Items Selected By: Service =Install Or Repair | Req Date =Last Year from Data Table: TableData

Service
Repair
install
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
install

Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
install

install

Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
Repair
install

Repair

Renair

Foodtist

“ «e | Lookups

User Guide ver1.63

TableData_Lookups

Description

Rep Trk Line-623-6507,appears Busy But Not Engaged
To Install 2 Exts & Supply Phone
To Program 1 Motorola Gtx Portable

To Repair 3 Exts & Run General Chks To Tel System
To Check Reptr Getting Very Weak Signal On Port.

To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager/ Fell In Water

To Repair Ext 111 Line Dead

To Repair 1 Johnson Base Set With P/s & Mic

Re-prog All Ext O/seas Access/rem Fax Line .

To Repair Exts 15 & 18 & Supply 5 Tel Line Cords

To Repair 2 Flow Meters.

To Repair Fax Line 623-3785.

E999 Rep 1 Lts 2000 & Mobile Veh Pbb 5930/no Tx

To Check Repeater/ All Rados Down/ Ch1 Not Working
To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager Unit Not Working

To Repair Housing On 1 Gp300 Porable

To Check/repair One Gp300, W/charger & Power Supp.
Rep 1 Radius Mobile/supply Antenna/access Tbc2396
Site Survey For Tel Line Installation In Trailer
To Install Ext In Server Room

To Repair 1 Visar Portable No Tx No Rx

Rep M/w System,incoming Calls Routed To Optr
To Repair Switchboard/blank .intermittent

To Repair 1 Gtx Portable Problem Not Specified
To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager.

To Install 1 Gtx Mobile In Veh Tbe 5372

To Repair Ext 120, Phone Defective

To Renair 2 Gtx Portahle Not Warkina

tbiFood Lookups | Staff | TBL Employee Lookups

SafetyData Lookups

District

Northwest
West
Southwest
Central
Central
North
Northwest
North
Central
Northeast
Northwest
West

East
North
Southeast
Northeast
Northwest
North
West
North
North
Southeast
South
Northwest
Northwest
North
Southeast
Southeast v

AutoTable Report

Lead Tech

Burton
Khan
Khan
Cartier
Khan
Ling
Cartier
Ling
Cartier
Ling
Cartier
Khan
Ling
Ling
Burton
Ling
Cartier
Ling
Cartier
Ling
Ling
Burton
Lopez
Burton
Khan
Ling
Barton
Cartier
¥

Req Date
01-Jan-23
01-Jan-23
02-Jan-23
02-Jan-23
02-Jan-23
03-Jan-23
03-Jan-23
03-Jan-23
03-Jan-23
03-Jan-23
03-Jan-23
03-Jan-23
05-Jan-23
05-Jan-23
07-Jan-23
07-Jan-23
07-Jan-23
07-Jan-23
07-Jan-23
07-Jan-23
07-Jan-23
08-Jan-23
08-Jan-23
. 08-Jan-23
Ao g 08-Jan-23
08-Jan-23
08-Jan-23
08-lan-23

Parts Cost

$479.36
$180.00
$176.31
$280.00
$345.73
$158.29
$14.42

$63.44

$30.00

$496.00
$126.81
$144.00
$494.93
$30.05

$147.64
$288.00
$150.00
$287.25
$147.40
$59.24

$197.47
$64.34

$10.28

$319.02
$131.00
$167.00
$91.04

S281 62

Cells

2 [

Insert Delete Format

[T Fin-

# Clear~

Lbr Cost

$35.00
$20.00
$70.00
$40.00
$280.00
$140.00
$40.00
$35.00
$40.00
$40.00

$70.00
$35.00
$20.00
$70.00
$140.00
$20.00
$35.00
$20.00
$35.00
$40.00
$40.00
$105.00
$60.00
$35.00
$40.00

3 AutoSum =

A
2y O
Sort & Find &
Filter = Select =
Editing

246.31
320.00
625.73
298.29

54.42

98.44

70.00
536.00
126.81
144.00
564.93

65.05
167.64
358.00
290.00
307.25
182.40

79.24
23247
104.34

50.28
424.02
191.00
202.00
131.04
28162
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8.2 Sample Report

Sample pdf from Auto Report

** 257 Rems Selected By: Service =install Or Repair | Req Date =L ast Quarter from Data Table: TableData

wo District Lend Tech Service Req Description Work Date Payment Total Cost Total Fee
ADD768 Northwest Burton Repair 01Jan-23  Rep Trk Line-623-5507 appears Busy But Not Engaged 14-Jan-23 Account $514.36 $514.38
ADO769 West Khan nstall 01-dan-23  To install 2 Exts & Supply Phone 23-Jan23 P.O. $200.00 $200.00
ADOT72 Southwest Khan Repair 02-Jan-23  To Program 1 Motorola Gex Portable 06-Feb-23 C.0D. $24631 $246.31
ADOT73 Central Cartier Repair 02-Jan-23  To Repair 3 Exts & Run General Chis To Tel System 13Feb23 Account $320.00 $320.00
ADO774 Central Khan Repair 2Jan-23  To Check Reptr Getsing Very Weak Signal On Port. 12-Mar-23 C.0D. $625.73 $625.73
ADOTTS North Ling Repair 03-Jan-23  To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager/ Fell In Water 21-Jan-23 Account $20829 $208.29
ADO776 Northwest Cartier Repair 03Jan-23  To Repair Ext 111 Line Dead 223an23 Account $54.42 $54.42
ADOTT8 North Ling Repair 03-Jan-23  To Repair 1 Johnson Base Set With P/s & Mic 25Jan-23 Account $58.44 $98.44
ADOT79 Centeal Cartier inseall 03-Jan-23  Re-prog All Ext Ofseas Accessirem Fax Line . 05Feb-23 C.0D. $70.00 $70.00
ADO780 Northeast Ling Repair 03Jan23  ToRepair Exts 15 & 18 & Supply 5 Tel Line Cords 07-Feb-23 Account $53600  $536.00
ADO781 Northwest Cartier Repair 03-Jan-23  To Repair 2 Flow Meters. C.0D. $12681; -

ADD782 West Khan Repair 03-Jan-23  To Repair Fax Line 623-3785. C.0D. $144.00 $144.00
ADO783 East Ling Repair 05-Jan-23  E999 Rep 1 Lts 2000 & Mobile Veh Ptb 59300 Tx 28-Jan-23 C.0D. $56493 $70.00
ADOTB4 North Ling Repair 065Jan23  To Check Repeater/ All Rados Down/ Ch1 Not Working 28-Jan-23 C.0D. $65.05 $65.05
ADO78S Southeast Burton Repair 07-Jan-23  To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager Unit Not Working 15-Jan-23 Account $16764 $167.64
ADO787 Northeast Ling Repair 07-Jan-23  To Repair Housing On 1 Gp300 Porable 23-Jan-23 Account $358.00 $358.00
ADOTES Northwest Cantior Repair 07-Jan-23  To Checkirepair One Gp300, Wicharger & Power Supp. 23-Jan-23 C.0D. $290.00 $290.00
ADO780 North Uing Repair 07-4an-23  Rep 1 Radius Mobile/supply Antenna/access The2386 29Jan-23 Account $307.25 $307.25
ADO791 West Cartier install 07-Jan-23  Site Survey For Tel Line Installation in Trader 01-Feb-23 C.0D. $182.40 $182.40
ADO7S2 North Ling nstall 07-4an-23  To Install Ext In Server Room 09-Feb-23 C.0D. $79.24 $79.24
ADO7S4 North Ling Repair 07Jan-23  To Repair 1 Visar Portable No Tx No Rx 12Feb23 C.0D. $23247 $23247
ADO796 Southeast Burton Repair 08-Jan-23  Rep Mw System. incoming Calls Routed To Optr 17-Jan-23 Account $10434 $104.34
ADO797 South Lopez Repair 08Jan23  To Repair Switchboard biank imermitient 21-Jan-23 Account {“‘7 $50.28 $50.28
ADOTS8 Northwest Burton Repair 08-Jan-23  To Repair 1 Gtx Portablle Problem Not Specified 24-Jan-23 C.0D. $42402 $424.02
ADOTSS Northwest Khan Repair 08-Jan-23  To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager, 22Jan23 C.0D. $191.00 $191.00
AD0S00 North Ling nstall 08-Jan-23  To Install 1 Gtx Mobile In Veh The 5372 23-Jan-23 Account $202.00 2.00
ADOS01 Southeast Burton Repair 08-Jan-23  To Repair Ext 120, Phone Defective 30-Jan-23 Account $131.04 $131.04
ADOBO4 Southeast Cartier Repair 08Jan23  To Repair 2 Gix Portable Not Working Account $28162 $28162
ADOSOS South Lopez Repair 09-Jan-23  Estimate Costirep.micro Tac Lite Cell.no Rx Calls. 21-Jan-23 P.O. $47.02 $47.02
ADDB0E South Lopez Repair 09-Jan-23  To Repair 4 Mex 838 Trk Portables 21-Jan-23 Account $69.00 $69.00
AD0B07 South Lopez mstall 05-Jan-23  To Install Analog Card music On Hold & Wall Board 21-Jan-23 P.O. $50.57 $80.57
ADDB08 East Ling install 09-Jan-23  Site Survey To Relocatw Base Radio 24-Jan23 C.0D. $41.79 $341.79
ADOS0S East Ling Repair 09-Jan-23  To Program 1 Gtx Mobile 19Fed-23 Warranty $49.70; .

ADOB10 Southeast Cartier Repair 10-Jan-23  To Repair 1 Tele Tac 250 Unit Not Working 29-Jan-23 C.0D. $766.36 $455.00
ADOB1T1 Central Cartier Repair 10-dan-23  To Check Reptr All Radios Are Dead 01-Fed-23 C.0D. $24932 $249.32
ADOB12 Northwest Cartier nstall 10-Jdan-23  To install 1 Lucent Analog Port Card. 07-Feb-23 Account $11453 $11453
ADDBT3 Centzal Cartier nstall 10Jdan-23  To Install Add Exts In Container 18Fed-23 C.0D. $793.22 $793.22
AD0815 North Ling Repair 10-Jan-23  To Program 3 Gtx Portables 08-Mar-23 Account $49.42 $49.42
ADOB16 Southwest Burton install 10-Jan-23  Site Survey To Relocate Base Radio . C.0D. $85255 $85255
ADOB17 Northwest Burton install 11Jan-23  To Install Mobile In Veh Tah 7551 22-Jan-23 Account $76.75 $76.75
ADOB18 Northwest Cartier install 11Jan-23  Restrict Ext For Guard/8 install 1 Add Ext 12Feb-23 P.O. $13797 $137.97
ADDE19 Northwest Cartier Repair 11Jan23  To Repait Midland Base Radio, intermittent Txrx P.O. $50.00 $90.00
AD0B20 Northwest Burton Repair 12-Jan-23  Rep 1 Gp 300 Radio & 6 P/s. & Ret To Mr, Taylor C.0D. $108.51 $108.51
AD0821 North Ling Repair 14-Jan-23  To Repair Exts In Office. Unidentified . 23Jan-23 Account $42.00 $4200
AD0B23 South Lopez mstall 14-Jan23  To Relocate Exts 1054 116 05-Feb-23 Account $171.15 $171.35
ADOB24 South Burton Repair 14-Jan-23  To Repair 1 Mex 838 Portable No T 04-Mar-23 Account $34454 $344.54
AD0B2S Central Carsier Repair 14Jan23  Rep 1 Mocom 10 Basepisupply 07-Mar-23 c.oD. $60769  $697.69
AD0827 Southeast Khan Repair 158023  To Programme 1 G 300 Mobile Radio 09Feb-23 c.oD. $66.57 $56.57
ADDB28 West Burton nstall 15Jan-23  To install 2 Add. Exts. 04-Feb-23 C.0D. $18460 $184.60
AD0829 West Khan nsall 15-dan-23  To Install Lucent Tech. Partner Tel System 06-Feb-23 C.0D. $43129 $431.29
AD0830 East Ling Repair 15Jan-23  To Repair Tel System, Cannot Transfer Calls 25Fed23 C.0D. $178.00 $178.00
ADOB31 Northwest Cartier Repair 15Jan-23  To Repair Mobile Radio In Veh Pbb 11-Mar-23 C.0D. $187.24 $187.24
AD0B32 Cental Burton nsall 150023 Remove From Pha 3788 & install In The 8035 & 8037 C.0D. $151.28) .

ADOB33 Northwest Carter Repair 15-Jan-23  To Programme 6 Gix Trk Portables & 2 Gtx Mobiles P.O. $47.05 $47.05
ADOB34 Northwest Burton Repair 16-Jan-23  To Repair 1 Mex 838 Portable Radio.no Tx No Rx 26-Jan-23 C.oD. M7 $1.73
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Auto Report Columns from Related Tables

You can include columns from related (parent) tables in 1-click Auto Reports — no VLOOKUPs, XLOOKUPs,

or macros required.

For example, while doing reports from the Orders table, you can add columns like Customer.CompanyName

or Salesperson.LastName — even though those fields are stored in other tables. AutoExcelForms

automatically detects relationships and makes these columns available in the Select Report Headers setup
(see “Select Report Headers”).

Related columns appear with headers on 2 rows like

RelatedTable
ColumnName

Note: Auto column sizing may be less precise when related columns are included. You may need to

manually adjust column widths for optimal display.

Reporting columns from related tables

Report Selected Table
columns

Printed On 02/06/2025

L R R I N S R R R R A LIRS

employeeid

** 117 Items Selected By: freight >150 from Data Table: tbiOrders

orderdate

29/07/1996
21/08/1996
05/09/1996
13/09/1996
27/09/1996
08/10/1996
15/10/1996
29/10/1996
04/11/1996
11/11/1996
13/11/1996
21/11/1996
2211111996
02/12/1996
04/12/1996
16/12/1996
26/12/1996
03/01/1997
2310111897
30/01/1997
05/02/1997
19/02/1997
2410211997
19/03/1997
31/03/1897
18/04/1997
18/04/1997
22/04/1997
23/04/1997
25/04/1997
01/05/1897
08/05/1997
12/05/1997
19/05/1997
23/05/1997
23/05/1997
27/05/1997
02/06/1997
06/06/1997
17/06/1997
03/07/1997
09/07/1997
21/0711997
22/07/1997
28/07/11997
01/08/1997
15/08/1997
15/08/1997
19/08/1997
20/08/1997
22/08/1997
29/08/1997
04/09/1997

shippeddate

06/08/1996
30/08/1996
11/08/1996
09/10/1996
08/10/1996
10/10/1996
23/10/1996
08/11/1996
11/11/1996
20/11/1996
25/11/199%6
26/11/1996
03/12/1996
09/12/19%6
09/12/19%
20/12/1996
03/01/1997
08/01/1997
27/01/1997
03/02/1997
11/02/1997
12/03/1997
03/03/1997
21/03/1997
03/04/1997
28/04/1997
21/04/1997
16/05/1997
23/05/1997
05/05/1897
07/05/1997
12/05/1997
22/05/1997
13/06/1997
27/05/1997
02/06/1997
30/05/1997
04/06/1997
09/06/1997
19/06/1997
10/07/1997
13/08/1997
29/07/1997
25/07/1997
01/08/1997
08/08/1997
18/08/1997
21/08/1997
26/08/1997
01/09/1997
26/08/1997
03/09/1997
15/09/1997

thiCustomers
companyname
Frankenversand
QUICK-Stop

Hungry Owl All-Night Grocers
Old World Delicatessen
Rattlesnake Canyon Grocery
Save-a-lot Markets
Spiit Rail Beer & Ale
Bon app’

QUICK-Stop

Ernst Handel

Piccolo und mehr
Seven Seas Imports
QUICK-Stop

Split Rail Beer & Ale
Queen Cozinha
Berglunds snabbkép
HILARION-Abastos
Magazzini Alimentari Riuniti
Mére Paillarde

Ernst Handel
Blondesddsl pére et fils
QUICK-Stop

Wartian Herkku
Rattlesnake Canyon Grocery
HILARION-Abastos
Save-a-lot Markets
Bon app'

Emnst Handel
QUICK-Stop

Tortuga Restaurante
Berglunds snabbkop
Piccolo und mehr

Folk och f& HB
QUICK-Stop

Victuailles en stock
Seven Seas Imports
QUICK-Stop
Save-a-lot Markets
Folk och f& HB

Mére Paillarde
QUICK-Stop
Lehmanns Marktstand
Mére Paillarde
Save-a-lot Markets
Save-a-lot Markets
Mére Paillarde

Ernst Handel

Folies gourmandes
Queen Cozinha
LINO-Delicateses
HILARION-Abastos
Familia Arquibaldo
Save-a-lot Markets

Pagelci3

Report Related Table
columns

thiCustomers
city
Minchen
Cunewalde
Cork

Anchorage
Albuquerque
Boise

Lander
Marseille
Cunewalde
Graz
Salzburg
London
Cunewalde
Lander

Sao Paule
Lulea

San Cristdbal
Bergamo
Montréal
Graz
Strasbourg
Cunewalde
Oulu
Albuquerque
San Cristobal
Boise
Marseille
Graz
Cunewalde
México D.F.
Lulea
Salzburg
Brécke
Cunewalde
Lyon

London
Cunewalde
Boise

Brécke
Montréal
Cunewalde
Frankfurt a.M.
Montréal
Boise

Boise
Montréal
Graz

Lille

Sao Paulo

I. de Margarita
San Cristobal
Sao Paulo
Boise

thlEmployees

lastname
Peacock
Callahan
Suyama
Callahan
Davalio
Dodsworth
Peacock
Davolio
Fuller
Davolio
King
Buchanan
Davolio
Callahan
Buchanan
Leverling
Suyama
Fuller
King
Peacock
Leverling
Peacock
Callahan
Leverling
King
Suyama
Peacock
Leverling
Fuller
Peacock
Davolio
Leverling
Callahan
Leverling
Davolio
Leverling
Buchanan
Suyama
Fuller
Leverling
Fuller
King
Davolio
Buchanan
Davolio
Davolio
King
Peacock
Suyama
Leverling
Peacock
Buchanan
Fuller

thlEmployees

firstname
Margaret
Laura
Michael
Laura
Nancy
Anne
Margaret
Nancy
Andrew
Nancy
Robert
Steven
Nancy
Laura
Steven
Janet
Michael
Andrew
Robert
Margaret
Janet
Margaret
Laura
Janet
Robert
Michael
Margaret
Janet

Robert
Margaret
Michael
Janet
Margaret
Steven
Andrew
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9 Application Options and Form Customization

It is easy to use Auto ExcelForms and generate user forms, browse/find windows and reports on demand in
one or two clicks without setting up anything, just select a worksheet with a table ang click on Launch
Autoform. However, you will find that you can customize and do quite a lot more through options setup
for:

a. Your forms, their associated tables and other application wide settings.

b. Individualized settings for how each table column is represented on a generated form.

In the case of (a) you can click on the ribbon item “Options” under the TableForm tab and this will bring up
the multipage Options form for general application settings. The options form is covered in this section.

Application Options Form

File Home  Table Form Insert Draw  Page Layout Formulas Data Review  View RC [
3 Import WorkSheets [F— 34 = [ Y [r— gi Create a Designer Form
El # = O\

~/ Customise Columns ~| User Form Control Listing

Options Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch

-—
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report

Utilities Define Actions Professional

f Eva Rivera

A

2

4 3

5 4 C | appiication Color Theme [eeck =]
6 5 -

7 6 Use Application Color Theme in Forms

8 7 Use Application Color Theme in Tables

9 8

10 El

11 10 Label/Background color (Click to change)

12 11 Label Font color (Click to change)

12 12 —

In the case of (b), you can click on the ribbon item “Customize Columns” under the TableForm tab. This
will bring up the “Form Builder Specifications” form allowing you to customize the form generation results
in granular fashion. Form build customizations are covered in section 10.

Customize columns on the form with the “Form Builder Specifications” form

File Home  Table Form  Insert Draw Page Layout  Formulas Data Review  View RC Developer  Help Power Pivot  Table Design

— Options | Relations | Launch Launch Launch  Launch H
L Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report

Bl import WorkSheets [e— = - == 'Y — @ Create a Designer Form £ User Permissians ? E5 Data Validation
= = Q = z
Z lumns a E ~ User Form Contral Listing 0 v e ogin
About Filter
@ Advanced

Utilities cusigise | Define Actions Professiona About Sort & Filte

Eva Rivera

2 Hire Date [l city [HllPhoto Bl nNotes
2
5 q o= q
6 a Form Builder Specifications
7 Select Worksheet and Table Columns Here
8
9
10 9 |Let rieh des

0 | Select Table WorkSheet Worksheet Overri
il Color Theme Label position Modeless Form * = MustFill
12 i1 [No Data = Quit
g SR | ol Name:  Tabter | Hone -l [ Hore =l f # = Ignore Table Validation rule in
14 13 iof “ form et o
15 12 |ea 1= Do net place this field on the forr
= i Column Name * # 1 M+ M- D+ D I+ - V& Nt O+ P+ A+

M+ = Force Mukiline Text

v T D v
18 17 Ryl | Full Name [~ | M- = Force Single Line Box
19 [18 [zl Department
20 19 |ch | ire Date D+ = Make Date Textbox
2 20 e City
2 21 |Pei | photo D- = "Not Date Textbox™
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9.1 Application Options - Appearance
Clicking the ribbon item “Application Options” will bring up a form with three sections (pages).

Appearance, Behavior and Actions. Selecting the first page will bring up various options related to
appearance of the various form components.

m%: @ j 8] Y =/ Data Validation ~

Appli(.:ation Options Cre
k Options
@ Application Color Theme I Greer| = I
Appearance
C Use Application Color Theme in Forms [
Use Application Color Theme in Tables [v

Behavior

Label/Background color (Click to change) |

Actions Label Font color (Click to change)
Label Font (Click to change)
Use Label Color as Background

Use Color Theme as Label Color

T

Use Label Font on Buttons

|Label/Background Sample |

Boxes Back color (Click to change)

Boxes Font color (Click to change)

BLL

Boxes Font (Click to change)

ITextbox Sample

Command Buttons on Side [~

Flat TextBoxes [~

Opaque Navigation Buttons [~
Raised Frames [~

Theme Colored Message Boxes [

Full Screen Zoom % (50-130) [120 :I
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Application Theme

The first section on this form page deal with the application color theme. This basically allows for a
coherent set of colors for the forms and tables used in Auto ExcelForms.

In this section you can select the color theme and choose whether to apply it to the Auto ExcelForms forms,

worksheet tables, or both.

Color Theme setup

Options

Application Color Theme Dark Blue v |
Appearance

Use Application Color Theme in Forms v

Use Application Color Theme in Tables [v

Behavior

Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout -ormulas Data

Dark Blue Application color theme applied to forms and the form table.
[ T T |

B T kg @ j ] al 73 <) Blue Color
— d i = 2l &%
T s— | ‘ - Q theme on User
Import Jalsadcs el Application Launch  Launch Launch = Sort Form
File Color Theme Options  Browse/Find Report Auto Form
on Filter
WO District * Lead Tech Color Theme
a676 || Feedback Bar fr
Jx A00773 | A00773 ‘ Central ‘ Cartier on Excel Table
that drives the
Service * Rush Req Date * User Form

| Repair j ‘ ‘ 1/2/2023

count

Search By Search For .0.

Exact Match ’0.507

Lbr Rate

L irs ' Dark Blue App
Theme

o\

WO District Service Req Date Description Total Fee -0.D.
A00768 Northwest  Repair 1-Jan-23 Rep Trk Line-623-6507,appears Busy But Not Enge  $514.36 Parts Fee
A00769 West install  1-Jan-23 To Install 2 Exts & Supply Phone $200.00 ERUL

W A00772 Southwest  Repair 2-Jan-23 To Program 1 Motorola Gtx Portable $246.31 Fount
© AD0773 Central Repair  2-Jan-23 To Repair 3 Exts & Run General Chks To Tel Syste  $320.00
A00774 Central Repair  2-Jan-23 To Check Reptr Getting Very Weak Signal On Port  $625.73

Mr. Gormandy Advised
That Advance Payment

ccount

A00775 North Repair  3-Jan-23 To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager/ Fell In Water $298.29 Of $172.50 Required
A00776 Northwest ~ Repair 3-Jan-23 To Repair Ext 111 Line Dead $54.42 EEfTETJDE Is ISSUEd BOiD
A00778 North Repair 3-Jan-23 To Repair 1 Johnson Base Set With P/s & Mic $98.44 o e °
AQ0779 Central install  3-Jan-23 Re-prog All Ext O/seas Access/rem Fax Line . $70.00 c;cl:nt
5l A00780 Northeast  Repair 3-Jan-23 To Repair Exts 15 & 18 & Supply 5 Tel Line Cords ~ $536.00 Color theme on OD
‘B A00781 Northwest  Repair  3-Jan-23 To Repair 2 Flow Meters. S - Browse/Find
58 A00782 West Repair  3-Jan-23 To Repair Fax Line 623-3785. $144.00 o
B A00783 Fast Repair 5-Jan-23 £999 Rep 1 Lts 2000 & Mobile Veh Pbb 5930/no T $70.00 =
oMl A00784 North Repair 5-Jan-23 To Check Repeater/ All Rados Down/ Ch1 Not Wc  $65.05 ——

The Application theme color does not apply to the inner section of the user form that holds the labels and

boxes. Those colors can be set up in the next two sections of the “appearance” page.

13
22
35

69

18
19

26

34

35

23

aa

‘ t Wait| Lbr Ray
Description * Work Date Techs * S i ™
—_—

14
8
14

14

14

14

14

14
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Labels and Boxes

This is where you can get quite creative, but hopefully tastefully so! The form data frame and its elements
can be modified in terms of colors and fonts. Font selection and color dialog boxes are available to allow as

much customization as you wish.

Labels and Boxes Customization

Label/Background color (Click to change) |

o

Label Font color (Click to change)

Label Font (Click to change) _I
Use Label Color as Background 2
Use Color Theme as Label Color [
Use Label Font on Buttons [
|[a£eﬂ$’ﬂc€grounf |

Boxes Back color (Click to change) _l
Boxes Font color (Click to change) _l
Boxes Font (Click to change) _l

ITextbox Sample

O -

Cancel

Standard | Custom

Colors:

Current

Font selection Dialog

Select Font for Labels

|Form Font Selection

Font Name

Font Size

Gill Sans MT A
Haettenschweiler
HoloLens MDL2 Asse
HP Simplified

HP Simplified Light __|
Impact

Ink Free

Javanese Text
Leelawadee
Leelawadee UI
Leelawadee UI Sem

Lucida Calligraphy

Color Picker dialog
tbIFood Table

Zoom

D # Category

Font Bold ¥

Font Italic ¥

Duplicate

Food Ttem

| 10-0000] Baked Goods

Calories

Measure

Boston cream pie,
commercial

G [ 232

Carbs

[ 39

Sample Pics

e:\docs\TFimages\Fc @

Record 13 of 1094

In the example above, the user prefers the traditional grey user form background instead of the default
white that comes with Auto ExcelForms, he also prefers a slightly different label font. This was easily done

with a click or two.

Please note, the label background color is always the same as the color of the background frame.
Therefore, to change the overall frame color, first select the label background color by clicking the first
button, then tick the box, “Use label color as background”.

If using anything other than white or grey as Label/background, it usually is best to first tick the “use

color theme as label color” before modifying it in the custom color dialog. This will help maintain an
overall look that is visually appealing.
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9.1.3 Additional appearance Options

Further customization can be Command Buttons on Side -

achieved with the additional Flat TexBoxes |7

options on page 1 of the options febels Above TestBoves? [
Raised Frames [~

fO rm Theme Colored Message Boxes v

Feel free to try out these options

for different layouts and Full Screen Zoom % (50-130) M =

appearances as they are all self-

explanatory.

Sample appearance options

Insert  Draw  Page Layout set Draw  Page Layout

["a3 — = £ Data Validation - = = = Data Validation ~
Z | = af @ rm B B = om Ga
eey Reset Application Launch Launch Launch 3 Sort Filter Import File Make Key Reset Application  Launch Launch Launch | Sont Createa
umn WorkBook Options  Browse/Find Report Auto Form ¥ Advanced WorkSheets Column WorkBook Options  Browse/Find Report Auto Form Designer Form

Sort 4 Filter Sort & Filter
B—

E02923

AQD103

A001
A0 Service * Rush
A0D3 - Instal |
Labsls on side D
A001 Des n * W at 2 columns per row =1 Derk Gray Theme to
EJ To Install Point to Point 3/05/202 EJ Complement Office Dark
RF Link Gray
A0D]
Full N Fem
A ull Name
o] Male
A0oifl Toche —
nootf] ) oducts Fem:
o | Job Title Department Development  Fem:
Lbr Hrs Parts Payment ng Fem:
A0 7.00 $890.00 Account - . g |
J BizUnit Speciality Products Gender ng Fem:
aoofl] Wait Lbr Rate Lbr Co: Development Fem:
e ety [ —
AOOTN | Fee Parts Fee Total Cost oducts Fem:
Aol - S ucts Male
lire Date 04/05/2016 ... Annual Salary
o g
AOOIN Total Fee * Req Day Work Day u
Fem:
A00% Eon e Development Male
Notes Pics E—————-
A001 Development Male
a0olll | LOS was verified by e:\docs\TFimages\d g -
Techs and link budget City Chicago Exit Date Development Fem:
001 :i‘:““j::"s already educts Fem:
A0 ng Fem:
A0O] ng Male
A0 T
e m— Record 109 of 136 < Filtered > oducts Male
ecol o
Analyst Sales TWanufactaring Male
A00124  Northwest Michner install Yes Chag. 17-May-22 e R - - -t : -
A00125 South Lapez Renair 02-Mav-22 Ta Repair Ext #13 & 17 22-Mav-22

Note that the “Labels above Text Boxes” option will generate 3 columns of Boxes per row instead of 2

columns when using the frequently seen “labels at the side” arrangement. The former is more compact
and easier for users to associate the label with the entry.
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9.2 Application Options — Behavior
9.2.1 Form Attributes

Clicking on “Behavior” from the Application Options menu will allow the user to select a number of
attributes that will change the behavior of Autogenerated userforms.

Momentarily hovering the cursor over the control box will reveal a tooltip explaining the individual

option.

Options X

— Form Attrbutes
Appearance &
ol

Make Form Sizeable ?
Behavior Confirmation Prompt Before Saving Data
Moving to new record commits changes
Actions Continue Adding after Each New Record
Freeze Top Table Row

Numeric Boxes as Displayed on Table

Allow CheckBox Controls

Calendar First Day of Week I Monday

Calendar Font/Size I 11

Filter Feedback Bar

ldidld m s s <777

I Never

The configurable attributes in this section are:

= Make Form Sizeable — This determines if the User Form and the Browse windows can be re-sized

= Confirmation Prompt Before Saving Data — When ticked, the user will need to confirm via a dialog
box before changes are committed to the data table. If unticked, changes are saved immediately
when the Save button is clicked.

= Moving to new record commits changes — If this is ticked and there are unsaved changes, those
changes will be saved automatically when the user navigates to another record. If the confirmation
prompt option is also ticked, the user will be asked to confirm before saving.
If this is not ticked, then trying to move to a different record with unsaved changes will trigger a
warning. The user can choose to continue without saving or stay on the current record.
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= Continue adding after each new record — \When a new record has been added and saved, a new
blank form will appear if this option is ticked. If not the newly added record remains in the display,
and the user can choose to add another by clicking New or Duplicate again, or choose to do
anything else.

= Freeze top table row — This option will enable the top table row to remain “frozen” in place at the
top of the display.

= Numeric text boxes as displayed on table — When this is not ticked, Auto ExcelForms will behave as
many user forms including the built-in (hidden) Excel user form. Numeric values are displayed in
their raw form. For example, the user will see 63.726 on the form, even though on the spreadsheet
the display is $63.73 based on cell formatting.
With this option ticked, you have the option of displaying the data as $63.73 on the form just as
displayed on the datasheet. You should be careful with this however. In this case if there is
discrepancy between what is displayed and the underlying data, and there is a change to any field
for that record, the form will submit the form-displayed value $63.73 back to the table. (Auto
ExcelForms will submit any data on the form that differs from the table for non-calculated fields.)
In most cases this is not a problem since this usually happens with calculated fields which are read-
only on the form, however the user should be aware of situations where this option may cause
issues.

= Calendar First Day of Week — You can set this to any value from Sunday to Saturday:

Req Date * Descrintinn *
07/05/2022 Select Req Date

May 2022

Calendar First Day of
Week set to Monday
instead of Sunday

Lbr Hrs
0.25 3
Wait 10 11 12 13
17 18 19 20 21

Lbr Fee 23 24 25 26 27 28

= Calendar Font Size — The size of the calendar also increases slightly with the font size. This option
may be helpful in certain situations where the Display scaling is not set to the recommended value
for a particular screen resolution. If the month or year label is not fully displayed, adjusting this
setting should resolve the situation.

= Filter Feedback Bar — This was explained earlier. The setting here allows for having filter feedback:
Always = For any table on any worksheet
Temporary = Feedback Bar appears when the form is displayed, removed when the from closes.
Never = No Filter Feedback
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= Allow checkbox controls — In Auto ExcelForms the data validation rules for individual data columns
can be used to drive how the form is built. For instance, if the data validation for a column is a list

represented by any named range, (for example: =PaymentTypes ) Auto ExcelForms will build a
drop-down combo box for that column.

Parts Payment
Data Validation ? X * $70.21 Account
Settings | Input Message  Error Alert Account
Lbr Rate C.0.D
Validation criteria Drcp—Down Cd R
Allow 80 Combo Box =
List « | ignore blank P.O.

ita 4 In-cell dropdown Parts Fee Warranty
peiwes - 90.21

Source:

=listPayments

>

Req Day Work Day
Tue Mon

[ Apply these changes to all other cells with the same settings

ear Al e | The same can be achieved by directly using a comma separated
list in the data validation setup:
_St_=_t_t_ing_<___: Input Message  Error Alert WO * District *
Validation criteria A00124 Northwest
Allow:
List «  [v]1gnore blank Service * Rush

Data: (] In-cell dropdown

install
between »

Source: Description *
To Install Base At
@trinidad Aggregate
Prod. Chag.

Yes,No,Maybe

>

[[] Apply these changes to all other cells with the same settings

gearan Cance

A list with just 2 values (e.g. Yes,No or Complete,Incomplete) would similarly generate a drop down box
with just two values. However, by clicking Allow checkbox controls in options you have the option of
checkboxes instead:

[Settings | Input Message  Error Alert To Repair 1 Memo 07/05/2022
Express Pag Receives
Validation criteria g

Intermittan

Allow:

List « | [~ 1gnore blank

Dat [ In-cell dropdown Checkbox

Control
between v Wty Lbr
. Checkbox
Source!
Yes,No +

Parts Payment
$120.00 Account

[] Apply these changes to all other cells with the same settings

Clear All Cancel
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9.2.2 Primary Key Setup

Use this option to tell Auto ExcelForms that the first table column should be treated as a Primary key and if
so, as an Autoincrement Key or not. You can also set up a column of keys for any table.

This section will allow you to do Primary key management.

A primary key is associated with a table column (text box on the form) that has two main characteristics, it
cannot be empty, and must not be duplicated. It normally is used to uniquely identify a table row. In Auto
ExcelForms, an autoincrement key is a primary key whose value is maintained by the application. The
primary key is normally in column 1 of the table.

With deference to some purists, Auto ExcelForms will allow more than one “primary” key, however only the
primary key in column 1 can be autoincremented.

The primary key setup in this section deals with the main (column 1) primary key only.

You can tell Auto ExcelForms that the active worksheet
table has a primary key in column 1 by clicking the first
| checkbox 0_ All additions and edits will be checked for
0 duplications or blank values. By clicking the second

e checkbox @the highest key value will be incremented
(3

— Primary Key Setup

Column 1 in Table is Primary Key
Auto-Increment Primary Key in column 1

<1<

and used as the key value for each new table row

Press to (Re)Generate Column of Keys 6 added

Primary Key Type Numeric -
Alpha Key Start Value
Numeric Key Start Value q ¢’

Primary Key Name | D 6

If you wish to generate a whole column of keys for an existing or new table, you can use the lower section
of this form to do it:
= Specify if you want numeric values or alpha values in e.
- The start value can be set in ©.
= Specify the name of the table column to be used for the primary key in - ]
o If the Primary key name is the same as the name already there in the header of column 1 the
key values will be regenerated for that column.
o Ifthe Primary key name is not the same as the one in column 1, a new column with that
name is added to the start of the table and the key values generated there.

Click the button <] to generate the primary key column.
You will first be prompted to select a worksheet to generate the primary key.
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9.3 Application Options — Actions

Options Action Page - This is where the main action is!

Set Optional Column Specs for the Form
Builder

Set Default Picture and Saved Picture
Location Click to Set, and Ciick for
No Picture

Set a Backgroung Picturefor the
UserForm. Cliick to Set, Control and
Click for No Picture

Create 3 Primary Key Column

Remove all Fiter Feedback Bars

Select Browse/Find Headers

Select Report Headers

Creat= Optional Row Dividers

Create/Show a row for default values E

This page will allow you to accomplish a tremendous amount of customization if you wish to do so. This
includes, form building specifications, selecting columns to be used in the Browse/Find and Reports
windows, and other activities.
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9.3.1 Setting Optional Column Specifications for the Form Builder

Clicking the first button on Page 3 of the
\ Applications Options form allows you to do
- Set Optiona| Column Specs for the 1] comprehensive form customization without
Form Builder =E} having to write a single line of code.
%
N.B. You can access this directly from the Ribbon item “Customise columns” on the extreme left of
screen.

Full description of this functionality is covered in section 10
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Set Default Picture and location

This page 3 option will allow
you to choose the default

picture that appears on the : Set Default Picture and Saved
form. The user is presented Picture Location Click to Set,
Control and Click to Clear for No

with a file picker dialog to
select a picture file. The
location (directory) of this file
is also saved as the default
image location for pictures.

Picture

When the image thumbnail for a table row is clicked, the user has an option to save the picture to the
default location if the image reference is different from this default.

Set a Background Picture for the Userform

This option will allow you to

choose a background image Set 3 Backgroung Picture for the
that will act as a “wallpaper” UserForm, Click to Set, Control and
for the form. This will override Click for Mo Picture

any background colors in the
data frame and form border.
You may have to manually set the label font color on page 1

The “picturesizemode” seting is Clip and “pictureTiling” is set to true. One strategy therefore, could be to

select small image sizes (100x100 pixels or less) that will form an attractive symmetrical pattern when tiled,
or alterantively a larger image that will approximately fill the form dimensions.
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9.3.4 Create a Primary Key Column
This is identical to clicking the button on page 2 under “Primary Key Setup”. If you wish to generate a
whole column of keys for an existing or new table it can be done here as well.

9.3.5 Remove all Filter Feedback Bars

Click this option to quickly remove any filter bars on any worksheet within the active workbook.

Normally, if you select a worksheet with a
filter feedback bar and the option for

feedback bars is “Temporary” or “Never”,

the bar will be removed. This option will Remove all Filter Feedback Bars

remove them all at once, and a message
pops up to indicate how many were
removed.
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Select Browse/Find Headers

Use this option to select which Table columns are included in the Browse/Find window.

By default, the Browse/Find window will include

the first six (6) columns of the data table. The . =
. . Select Browse/Find Headers

user can change this at any time on a table-by-

table basis with the simple Dialog in this section.

Browse/Find Header Selection dialog

UserForm1

Select Browse/Find Headers
(Choose up to 6)

Celert Table Sheet

Wils

4 These Headers will be Saved
Lead Tech
Rush ; District
Woark Date Description
Techs = Service
Wiy Lbr Req Date
Wiy Parts Total Cost
Lbr Hrs
Partz Cost
Payment
Wait

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

Select a worksheet from the drop down list in @ then use the horizontal arrow buttonso to move your
selections between the two window panes, one at a time or all at once. Clicking the “All at once” button
will alternately clear the right window pane or fill it with the maximum number of headers. You can use the

vertical arrowso to change the order in which selected columns will be displayed.

Remember to click on saveo when satisfied with your selection.
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Select Report Headers

Use this option to select which Table columns are included for Generated Reports.

By default, a table report will include the first ten (10)
columns of the data table. The user can change this at any Select Report Headers :=|
time on a table by table basis with the simple Dialog in this S
section.

Report Header Selection dialog

UserForm1

Select Report Headers
(Choose up to 10)

Celert Table Sheet 1

'ﬁr[ﬁ

These Headers will be Saved
WO

District

Lead Tech

Service

Req Date
Description

Parts Cost

Lbr Cost

Total Cost

Rush
Work Date
Techs
Wiy Lbr
Wty Parts
Lbr Hrs
Payment
Wait

Lbr Rate
Lbr Fee

OO0000o00oaa0

O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O

Select a worksheet from the drop-down list in o then use the arrow buttonso to move your selections
between the two window panes, one at a time or all at once. Clicking the “All at once” button will
alternately clear the right window pane or fill it with the maximum number of headers. You can use the

vertical arrowso to change the order in which selected columns will be reported.

Remember to click on saveo when satisfied with your selection. The headers in the right column will be
used the next time a report is generated for that table.
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Create, Show or Hide a row for default values

This option will reveal a row that is located 2 rows

above the table header and insert one if unavailable. Creste/Show = row for defsult valuss
This row will allow you to enter default values

whenever a new record is created.

When finished you can click the button again to hide the row. This row will also automatically be hidden
when a form is launched.

You can enter a default value for any table column. Simply enter the desired default in the desired column
but in the row that is 2 rows above the table header.
Constants or formulas can be used.

Example (i): Northwest enetred in the column for Region will result in the constant value Northwest in that
column for a new record.

Example (ii): Entered values can also be formulas such as =TEXT(now(),”dd-mmm-yyyy”) which will result in
24-Jan-2024 for a new record on that date

Example (iii): You can use structured table references as well if you are sufficiently conversant with these.
So that if one enters =OFFSET(TableData[@Techs],-1,0) + 2 in the techs column the default new value will
be the value in that column 1 row above plus 2. Keep in mind, though, that Offset() is a volatile function
and can potentially slow down large complex workbooks.
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Form Divider Dialoi and AutoForm that was
Form Dividers X

Auto ExcelForms

Create Optional Row Dividers

Use this option to create a “Divider” Label and Line between form rows.

These optional
dividers are very Create Optional Row Dividers
basic divisions

within the form.

To set these up you will need to decide which row the divider will come before in the form. Keep in mind
there are three (3) table columns for each form row. So, for example, to set up a divider before the second
row, we must specify it in column three of the table.

If you opt for the 2 columns per row option layout then use even numbered columns to set up a divider
before the next column.

The dialog to achieve this will explain how to do it.

Page Layout  Formulas  Dala

Developer

Help  Design ) Tell md

[ —_ =| = a0 Y ¥ Data Validation ~

Optional Form Dividers ->
E _ Select Worksheet and Table :

Columns Here District Current
A00107 South -
Browse/Find
ead Tech Service * Rush
Select Table Sheet Lopez Replace
1
Req Date * Description * Wiork Date
08/05/2022 To Prog 2 Gx Base, 2 25/05/2022
Gtx Mobiles & B Gix

Enter (or clear) required text for a Portable

D | divider then click Yes to Add this

—  Divider and text to the Selected

wo column.

District Click No to Clear any Divider for

Lead Tech the selected table column.

Service N.B. Dividers will actually be
placed after every Third Textbox

Req Date so that, placing a divider in column

Description 3 will cause an actual divider —

Work Date before the fourth form control. -

Techs Enter a "Divider" in Column 1 to Parts Fea

Wty Lbr create an initial Section

Wty Parts —

1 Req Day Work Day

Lbr Hrs ® Yes 5 '

PartsT Cost

Payment No 1l Mote: Pics

Wait E'\dncs\TFirraqes\d@

Lbr Rate Optional Divider Text

Lbr Cost ;I

I Work Data
generated.

As stated, these are very basic and not much more can be done for an auto-generated form.

Of course, with the Pro version of Auto ExcelForms, an auto generated form can be saved as a permanent
form in the Visual Basic Editor, and you can manipulate these by adding frames, boxes and other form
objects
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10 Customize columns on the form with the “Form Builder

Specifications”

Clicking on the ribbon item “Customize Columns” under the TableForm tab will bring up the “Form Builder
Specifications” form allowing you to customize the form generation results in granular fashion. It will
allow you to control what happens when a form is auto-generated and over-ride some general application

wide settings such as color.

File Home

Table Form Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View RC  Developer Help  PowerPivot  Table Design
ol import WorkSheets {— =L o=l (= 'Y = | .meCreate a Designer Form 27 User Permissions ? &% Data Validation
=7 Customise Columps &) E = = User Form Control Listing ¥ user Login
- Options | Relations | Launch Launch  Launch Launch About z| Sot || Fier
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A Y& Advanced
Uilties Define Actions About Sort & Filter

Eva Rivera

2 Bl Notes
4
5 . — .
6 a Form Builder Specifications Modify Specs for the
7 Select Worksheet and Table Columns Here Selected Column Herd
8
9
i Select Table WorkSheet Woarksheet Overrides
il Color Theme Label position Modeless Form * =MustFill
12 | b | Quit

[ = Nene - I _ ;
E [Ril Table Name:  Tablet ‘ one J | J ;:o mlghcre Table Validation rule in
15 | = Do nat place this field on the forr
16 Column Name e 1 M+ M- D+ D- I+ |- V& N+ O+ P+ A+

M+ = Force Multiline Text

W 1D Y 4
8 Full Name ™ | M- = Force Single Line Box
19 18 [zo Department
20 19 |ch | Hire Date D+ = Make Date Textbox
21 20 |8 | ciy
22 21 Pel D- = "Not Date Textbox™
= ’Tﬂ' Photo
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10.1 Setting Optional Column Specifications for the Form Builder

Excel VBA programming and a lot of time would normally be required for customized Excel Userforms.
With Auto ExcelForms it is a matter of a few clicks, as easy as 1-2-3. (not Lotus :-).
Familiarize yourself with this interface and you will be customizing your forms in no time at all.

Customization interface.

File Home Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help Table Design
£l Import WorkSheets — [l p— == | g Create a Designer Form =7 User Permissions F=Tal Clear Ci Data Validation
P & L 9 & al, % )
— = - z AlZ —
~ Customise Columgps El Q User Form Control Listing % User Login SN
Options Launch Launch Launch Launch About z] Sort. Filter

] Reset WorkBook & Advanced

Sort & Filter

Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report

Utilities Actions Professional About

PEEE Form Builder - Optional Specifications

Form Builder Specifications Modify Specs forthe  Optional lookup Table

Select Worksheet and Table Columns Here Selected Column Here and Return Column for
the Selected Item
484/ Aq e
485 Ad Select Table WorkSheet Worksheet Overrides - . -
y v | * =MustFi
427/d ,WOS—L| Color Theme Label position Modeless Form Quit 140.00
None - Mone - 2 [~ | # =1gnore Table Validation rule in form
agalag | TEeNeme:  TabieData )
435/Ad I~ | 1 = Do not place this field on the form T
o7 Al Column Name * # ! M+ M- D+ D- |- V+ N+ O+ P+ A+ B
[~ | M+ =Force Multiine Text

50240 | wo oAl =
507 |AQ District v I~ | M- =Force Single Line Box 20.00

Lead Tech
512 |AQ Service v I | D+ =Make Date Textbox 20.00

Rush [~ | D-= "Not Date Textoox™
516|AQ Req Date N 40.00
519 /AQ Description v I~ | 1+ =Make Picture Textbox 20.00
521|AQ Work Date =
. N | | |- v e

wt I~ | v+Make a validation Table

Wty Parts

Lbr Hrs v [~ | N+ Force Numbers only
525 |AQ PartsT Cost v 20.00

Payment I~ | o+ =Read-only
526|AQ Wait P+ = Pri Ke:

Lbr Rate [~ | P+ =Primary Key

Lbr Cost I~ | A+ = Autolncrement Key
530|AQ Lbr Fee j =
531|AQ 80.00
534 ADDB31  Southeast Khan Repair 08-Dec23  To Repair 1 Gp 300 Portable Radio/no Rx 29-Dec-23 1 Yes 0.25 $75.18 C.O.D. 21 $20.00 20.00

The basic three step process is:
- O sclect a worksheet with the Table whose form needs customization
. 0 Select a table column that needs customization
. 0 Tick the parameter(s) that you want to apply for that table column

That’s it, the next time you launch an auto-form for the selected table, these parameters will be applied.

Although these are fairly self-evident, a description of the individual parameters that can be changed are
described in the following section.

Note: When you select a table for column spec modification, any existing parameters are displayed in

the table-column pane and are ticked off in the modification column where applicable. When you tick
(or untick) a parameter, the change is immediately saved.
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10.1.1 The Customization Parameters

The customization parameters are optional indicators that can either provide additional functionality that
the internal form builder cannot determine on its own, or override the auto form-builder defaults.

There is no need to be concerned with, or memorize the specification shortcuts like M+, |, D+ etc. These
are used internally. However, pro users may find these useful later in customizing “designer forms”.

= *  Must Fill - Columns defined as “must-fill” will e R
have an asterisk (*) displayed to the right of the label Data Nesds 8o be Endered A‘Il;ddemyw
on the form to alert the user that these fields must be mastencoum | [Mvence o]
filled in. Attempts to save a record to a table row with | & e meswin matbe T
an empty text box will fail with an error message, focus kil E
will be set to the text box and its color highlighted: ! %

= # Ignore Table Validation rule in form — This should not normally be needed, but if for any reason
there is a need to avoid the table validation rule for this column before committing the form data to
the table, then this option is available. Normally, with this option unticked, a data validation violation
for that particular column will result in an error message and highlighting similar to the previous
illustration. (Any custom validation fail message for that cell will be displayed).

= 1 Do not place this field on the form — By default, all table columns will be represented on Auto-
generated forms. You can override this for any individual columns of your choice. For example,

columns with calculated cells.

= M+ Force Multiline Text — Use this option to specify

that this column needs a text box that has text that re:;l:ir - TUSh
would not normally fit in the standard text box and N ——
create a scrollable multiline box instead. By default, To Re-programme |

Auto ExcelForms will make one of these for any table EZLZ?'I"S:;ZZT"RE{ ™~
column found with cells having more than 32 tutiine Tex Box
characters.

= M- Force Single Line Box — This option will override the Auto ExcelForms default of creating multiline
boxes for columns with data having more than 32 characters. A normal single line box will be
generated instead.
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D+ Make Date Text box — With table columns ———
containing any dates, the form generator will create a 13/03/2023

date text box and a date icon with popup calendar, ——
e Text Box

providing for date entry and date checks. You can force .

Techs

this behavior, for instance if the column has not been ~ 12 03 4 s
populated with any data yet. Lbr Hee g | 67 8 wm
|— nga?gng::a — | 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Wait

I—’ 27 28 29 30 31

D- Not Date Text box — This will override the default date creation boxes and icons by Auto
ExcelForms for the selected column. The form generator attempts to distinguish a real date from
what appears to be a real date but is not. In some cases, there is no detectable difference. For
instance, a ‘unit of measure’ column, that for some reason has an entry such as 1/8. If this column is
formatted as text, then it would not be a problem. If however, it is not, you would have to use the
“Not Date Text box” option to avoid generating date boxes and icons for this column.

I+ Make Picture Text box — References to an image (such Work Day
as myphoto.jpg) in a table column will be recognized by |
Auto ExcelForms and a special text box and icon created hic

for that column to allow for Image management (see | ei\docs\Trimages\dur Gy
section 4.3). You can force this behavior for a table column /
with this option. Note, only one such column is allowed P e

per table.

I- Not Picture Text box — Use this option to suppress the default recognition of a table column as a
Image/Picture column. This could b useful if your table has more than 1 column of images, and you
wish to use the one that is not the first.
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= V+— Make Combo Box, Drop-Down Lists, and Generate a Lookup/Validation Table
Selecting this option for a table column (V+) does quite a lot in one step. When you next launch an

AutoForm, the system will:

a. Create a dropdown list for the worksheet table column.

b. Display a combo box on the form for that column, using the same list.
c. Generate a corresponding single-column lookup table, populated with any existing values from

the column.

A B
Central
East
North
Northeast
Northwest
South

W 0 N s W N =

Southwest
West

-
(=)

-
-

Southeast -

© D
Account
C.0.D.
Credit
P.O.
Warranty |

Auto-Generated

Lookup Table

Auto-Generated

Lookup Table

=

ite

04
05
06
07
08

09
10

District *

| South| j

East a
North

Northeast

South

Southeast

Southwest

West

Drop-down list
created on the
form

Northwest Cartier install Y

South - pez Assess
East ~

North X

Northeast rtier  Assess
Northwest R

South |
Southeast pes Ronlaca
Southwest Drop-down list
West N created in table
CETral Kna

West Burton  Assess

If the column is empty (e.g., in a brand-new table), a ready-to-use expandable table is still created, so
you can start entering your own lookup values. Either way, this makes setting up dropdowns a breeze.

The lookup table is stored on a worksheet named after the main table. For example, if your form is
based on a table called TableData, then a worksheet called TableData_Lookup is created to store all

your lookup lists.

Once the AutoForm is launched and the setup is complete, the V+ entry is cleared from the column
spec. You can always re-select it later if you want to repeat or reset the process.

= N+ Force Numbers only" — Clicking on this option ensures that values entered on the form for this

table column are numeric.
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= P+ Primary Key -
This is the one section where you can set up wo * District *
a primary key other than in the first column. | A00115 | Southeast

Remember, a primary key in a table is a - Primary key

column (text box on the form) that has two viejation - Error
R essage

main characteristics, it cannot be empty, /,7

and must not be duplicated. If either of 25 | , 4

these is not true. a Warning message will Primary key should be a Unique non-blank value.

pop up and the user will not be able to

transfer the form data to the worksheet. In

this example, the user attempted to enter a

work order number that already exists.

el <]

= A+ Autoincrement Key — This option is allowable for column 1 in the table. If this is ticked Auto
ExcelForms will make this key “read-only in the table, disable entering or editing values in the form,
and increment the largest value in the column for new entries.
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10.2 Worksheet Override Options

On the column customization- Form Builder Specifications form you also have the option to override three
of the application-wide options for the selected worksheet. They are:

1. Form and worksheet color theme. You can, for instance, apply a dark gray theme for a worksheet
resulting in that color set being applied to the data forms, browsers, filter forms, reports and the
worksheet itself, even though the main (default) color theme is blue.

2. Arrangement of labels and controls. By default, all forms are built with either Labels above and 3
columns of controls per form or Labels on the side and 2 columns per form. You can select a
particular option to override this on a worksheet basis.

3. Launch a Modeless form for the selected sheet. By default, when a form is launched it is launched
as “Modal”. This means that users are prevented from interacting directly with anything other than
the form until it is closed. For instance, they cannot click on the worksheet or anything else within
Excel.

With the modeless option you can, for instance, click on another worksheet, copy some cell data
and paste it on the form. You should use this option only if you actually need to do such things.

You should note that once related tables are setup or detected (e.g. Excel data model),
autogenerated forms will be launched non-modally to allow navigation between parent or child
forms.

Worksheet Overrides

| Form Builder - Optional Specifications

Form Builder Specifications Modify Specs for the  Optional lookup Table

Select Worksheet and Table Columns Here Selected Column Here  and Return Column for
the Selected Item
Select Table WorkSheet Worksheet Overrides
e = Color Theme Label position Modeless Form W | = =mustFil Click to Clear
] None - None - v “ - .
Tabledames T " r Ignore Table Validation rule in form Lok Table Nome:
[ | ! =Donot place this field on the form
Column Name * W T M M- DF D I Q N+ P+ A+
WO " I~ | M+ =Force Multline Text Lookhyp Colbams e
District v Override the I | M- =Force Single Line Box
Lead Tech application-wide
Service v options I | D+ = Make Date Textbox
Rush I~ | D-= Mot Date Textbox™
Req Date v
Description v [~ | I+ = Make Picture Textbox
Work Date
™ | I-= ™ot Picture Textbox™
Wy Lor I~ | V+Make a validation Table
Wiy Parts
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10.3 Lookup Table Popups

Drop down lists and comboboxes on the form help make it easier to enter accurate and consistent entries.
Auto ExcelForms goes one step further by giving you the ability to popup an entire lookup table which can
be searched to quickly retrieve a data item. This takes the form of a mini Browse/Find form very similar to

the main Auto ExcelForms Browser/Finder.

This is especially useful with longer lookup lists or where you need more context of the item being

retrieved.

Once set up, an icon is created next to the textbox or combo box for that column which will generate the

lookup form once clicked.

Please note that these icons are now auto-generated for tables that have a related “Parent” table
defined in the Excel data model, or in the Auto ExcelForms relationship manager.
If you choose not to define any relationships, the feature can be manually set up here.

Setting up the lookup

File Home  Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review  View RC  Developer  Help  Table Design
£l Import WorkSheets [r— - p— Y me== | g Create a Designer Form 2 User Permissions | 5
= ] = Q = } 0 2l —

~ Customise Columns User Form Control Listing F User Login \

Options. Launch Launch Launch Launch About z | Sort Filter "~

] Reset WorkBook - -
Utilities e ’ .
Form Builder ¢

e N Select Worksheet anc

Form Dividers

Optional Lockup-Table Selection
Select a Worksheet, Table and Lookup Column

Select Workheet with Table @
Lookup
AdminLists - o
Quit
Sheet
Select Lookup Table
[ tirech | Lookup | @
Table

Column Select a Table for lookup and 2

column to Return.

When the form is Buit, a button wil
be addsd to allow you to lookup this
table and return the value in the

Frimary Regian

djacent box
Column tol Click Select to choose 2 lookup, ar
Clear to ramave one. Quit when
return it

Select

Clear

X Data Validation ~

y Specs for the
=d Column Here and Return Column for
the Selected ltem

" Click to Assign

& Table Validation rule in form

Lookyp Table Name:
ltplace this field on the form
ce Multiine Text Lookip Colam Name:
ke Single Line Box |:|
e Date Textbox
Date Texthox”

fe Picture Textbox
Picture Textbox™
l validation Table
Numbers orly
lad-Only

hary Key

Tncrement Key

s '™ | Select Table WorkSheet Worksheet Overrides —
258 AD0355 g - Color Theme I
250 /A00356  North ] [ wos El m
260/A00357  Northwest B | rasiessme:  Tabibsts s ]'

261 ADO3S8  North U Column Name * % ! M+ M- Di
262/A00359  Southeast B
262 ADOZ60  South i | wo
District v
264 AD0361  South i
265 AD0362  Southeast B | Service v
266 ADO363  Southeast B | Rush
267 AD0364  South I | ReqDate v
Description v
268 ADO36S  East I | WorkDate
260 ADO366  South I | Techs v
Wiy Lbr
270 ADO367  Central @ | Wiy Parts
Lbr Hrs
271/A00368  Northwest Partsf Cost
Payment
272|a00369  South y | Wait
Lbr Rate
273 ADO370  Southeast Lor Cost
Lbr Fee
274/A00371  South 1 I
NA-San.72

Setting up is quite straightforward.

Tn Chl Anfr At Ghany Sita Ev Fardrham Mntr

1. Select a worksheet with the lookup table

Select the data table to pop up

P WN

Click select

Select the column with the data item to be retrieved

Optional lookup®Table |

e e

Note: If you wish you can also set up the order in which the popped-up lookup table columns are

displayed. Just treat it as any other Browse/Find table and set this up as per section 9.3.7
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Lookup Table Popups cont’d

After setting up as in the previous section, the Auto generated form will have a lookup icon and popup for
the Techs column as follows:

Example Lookup Table

Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help Table Design
B f— o X ? ST X Data Validation ~
s E1 = 2
Options Launch = Sort Filter
Auto Form Brg Eﬂdvﬂﬂ(Eﬂ
Setup Sort & Filter

Lookup Table

District * Lead Tech

Lopez | Lbr | Parts yment | Wait‘ [1.13 ﬁate| Lbr Cr.!st| Lbr Fee

Southeast

Service * Rush Req Date * Lockup For: LeadTech  Lookup Table: tbiTech

Repair j 06/09/20 3

Search By

LeadTech

Search For

Description * ‘Work Date
17/09/2023

Lopez Repair Yes

west Burton Assess

To Repair 1Bravo Ajn
Pager [disabled On Scr

Lookup Icon

Ling Repair
west Cartier Repair Yes

LeadTech Tech ID Primary Region
Southeast
Northwest
Khan Central
Parts Payment ‘Wait i ‘West

$70.82 C.0.D.

Lbr Hrs
0.25

Wiy Lbr

Khan install

Michner Northwast
Flynn East
Thomas Northwest
Roberts North

east Cartier Assess
west Cartier  Repair Yes

Lbr Rate Lbr Cost Lbr Fee

Ling Bpai Parts Fee Total Cost Total Fee

Khan Assess

Ling Repair

Req Day ‘Work Day Motes

Ling Assess 98.01.19 Attention 0.50 $45.29  Account 21 140 570.00 70.00

Lopez  Repair *T‘;‘i“e’;fo”‘f'oﬂgg‘hr:‘;:;z 0.25 §11.70  Account 8 80  $20.00 20.00
al Khan Repair Findings On This Rental 0.25 $37.71 P.O. 113 80  $20.00 20.00

Unit  And Issue

al Michner Replace 1.00 $155.04 C.0.D. 12 80  $80.00 80.00

Lopez Repair 1.25 §93.60 P.O. 22 80 $100.00 100.00

Ling Deliver 0.25 $21.33  Account 20 80  $20.00 20.00
al Burton  Replace 2.50 $357.11 Account 61 80 $200.00 200.00
west Burton  Repair 0.25 $120.00 C.0.D. 8 80  520.00 20.00
east Burton Repair Record 271 of 1002 0.50 §52.35 C.0.D. 15 20 $40.00  40.00
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11 Using AutoExcelForms with Protected Worksheets.

AutoExcelForms works with protected Excel worksheets, including those that use passwords for protection.
Since certain operations, like adding, deleting, or editing table rows require the worksheet to be
temporarily unprotected, AutoExcelForms must know how to do this safely and automatically.

This section explains how to securely authorize AutoExcelForms to unprotect and re-protect your sheets
without requiring you to enter a password every time you open a form.

11.1 Protection without a password.

If your worksheet is protected without a password (e.g. just to prevent accidental changes),
AutoExcelForms handles this automatically. The form will unprotect the sheet, perform its operations, and
re-protect it upon closing, all with no setup needed on your part.

11.2 Protection With a Password — Assigning Passwords via the Ul

If your worksheet is protected with a password, you'll need to let AutoExcelForms know the password so it
can unprotect and re-protect the sheet during form usage. You can now do this easily through the
AutoExcelForms Ul ... no need to manually enter anything in worksheet cells.

io de Jane05454-876 Brazil
69004 France
B-6000 Belgium

02-Jul-22 30-Jul-22 06-Jul-22 Behavior
02-Jul-22 30-Jul-22 09-Jul-22
03-Jul-22 31-Jul-22 05-Jul-22

Set Default Picture and Saved Picture o
Location Click to Set, Control and l Q|
Click for No Picture

Actions

01-Oct-22  18-Jul-22 10-Jul-22 Set a Backgroung Picturefor the Brazil
05-Jul-22 02-Aug-22  RIVRIES: Unprotection Passwords Switzerland
06-Jul-22 03-Aug-22 Switzerland
09-Jul-22 06-Aug-22 Brazil
10-Jul-22  07-Aug-22 Worksheet Name Venezuela
11-Jul-22  |08-Aug-22 Austria
12-Jul-22 09-Aug-22 Mexico
13-Jul-22 10-Aug-22 Password Germany
13-Jul-22 10-Aug-22 Brazil
RAVESQEEVNSY  Confim Password st
18-Jul-22 15-Aug-22 Sweden
19-Jul-22 16-Aug-22 France
20-Jul-22 31-Aug-22 25-Jul-22 90110 Finland
23-Jul-22 20-Aug-22 31-Jul-22 Eietapt el 80805 Germany
24-Jul-22 21-Aug-22 27-jul-22 1081 Venezuela
25-Jul-22 08-Aug-22 03-Aug-22 Create/Show  row for default values 98124 USA
26-Jul-22 23-Aug-22 27-Jul-22 90110 Finland
26-Jul-22 23-Aug-22 24-Aug-22 82520 USA
27-Jul-22 24-Aug-22 31-Jul-22 . lbuquerq 87110 USA
30-Jul-22 27-Aug-22 06-Aug-22 unewalde 01307 Germany
31-Jul-22 28-Aug-22 10-Aug-22 eims 51100 France
01-Aug-22  29-Aug-22 03-Aug-22 o and S grougvico ot sergamo 24100 Italy
From the Options Form (Actions Page), click the "Worksheet Protection Data" button. This opens a dialog
with:

= Adropdown list showing all sheets in the workbook (defaults to the active sheet).
= Two password entry fields: one for the password and one for confirmation.
= Two buttons: Assign and Assign All.
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To assign a password:
Select the sheet (or leave it as the active sheet).
Enter the sheet’s protection password and confirm it.

Click Assign to authorize AutoExcelForms to use that password for unprotecting/re-protecting that
sheet.

To assign the same password to all sheets in the workbook, click Assign All after entering and confirming
the password.

Passwords are securely stored for internal use only. Once assigned, AutoExcelForms can seamlessly handle
password-protected sheets in this workbook — opening forms, editing data, and restoring protection
automatically when done.

11.3 What About Previously Used Manual Methods

In earlier versions, users could optionally enter passwords manually into a hidden "spec row" above each
table. This approach is no longer necessary. The new Assign Sheet Password feature is more user-friendly,
secure, and avoids the need to unhide rows or directly modify worksheet content.

11.4 Code Protection Method (Pro Version only)

AutoExcelForms is fully functional without requiring any VBA knowledge. However, for advanced users with
the Professional version, there is an alternative method of handling password-protected sheets, directly via
the VBA editor.

This method is useful if:
You prefer not to use the Assign Password Ul.
You want to hardcode a sheet protection password into the form logic.
You are building a workbook to be distributed with pre-configured behavior.

The method is as follows:
Open The VB Editor
Locate the code module for the userform named AutoFormTemplate.
Find the procedure named Unprotect_BeforeForm (it’s usually the third procedure in the module).
Uncomment the three lines that refer to sheet unprotection and replace "54321" with your actual
worksheet password in each line:

Sub Unprotect_BeforeForm()
Dim ws As Worksheet, sPass As String
On Error GoTo HandleError

Set ws = FormSheet

' 'If setting password in code uncomment this block of code

' kE*kCODE PASSWORD SETUP*#**

'ws.Unprotect Password:="54321"

'SetPassword ("54321") ' will enter it in col 1 above header, hide it and encrypt it
'ws.Protect Password:="54321" ' reprotect for subsequent test

'if sheet was protected and password was entered in col 1 above header use it here
If TestPasswordProtection Then
sPass = GetPassword
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This ensures the worksheet is unprotected before the form runs, and re-protected afterward.

Important:
This code runs for all forms generated from any table.
If you only want to apply this password to a specific worksheet, wrap the code in a conditional block like
this:
If ws.Name = "MySheetName" Then
ws.Unprotect "YourPassword"
SetPassword(“YourPassword”)
ws.Protect Password="YourPassword"
End If

Etc.
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12 Working with Related Tables

AutoExcelForms does more than just generate forms — it understands your data relationships.

Why define relationships between tables?
By linking tables based on shared fields (like a Customer ID or Product Code), you avoid repeating data
across multiple tables — reducing errors, keeping records consistent, and simplifying data entry.

12.1 Core functionality

Whether you're using Windows or Mac, AutoExcelForms gives you the ability to view, navigate, and
validate related records across multiple Excel tables — all without writing a single line of code.

1. On Windows, AutoExcelForms can detect table relationships from two sources:

= The built-in Excel Data Model (such as those defined in Power Pivot), or
= AutoExcelForms’ own lightweight Relationship Manager — ideal for users who don’t
use Power Pivot or prefer a simpler setup.

2. On Mac, where Excel does not include the Data Model, AutoExcelForms still provides
relationship functionality via its built-in Relationship Manager. This allows you to define and
work with parent-child table links for intuitive data entry, navigation and assistance with
referential integrity.

(Note: This does not provide advanced analytical features such as Power Pivot, DAX, or relational queries
— which are natively provided by Excel for windows but not included in Excel for Mac.).

Once relationships are defined, AutoExcelForms can automatically:

e Display parent record details from lookup tables as you navigate or edit related records

e List child records dynamically in scrollable forms with powerful search and filter tools

e Autogenerate a Lookup icon beside foreign key fields (fields that reference values in another table)
that open a searchabile list of parent records — simply click to select and autofill in the entry field
value. Great while adding or editing.

e Enforce referential integrity, warning you about missing parent keys or related child records on
attempted deletion or edits.

This section will explain how to set up, visualize, and benefit from these relationships across platforms —
helping you turn your Excel tables into a more intelligent, connected solution.
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12.2 Relations in action — Example

In the following scenario, Let’s say a user opens an AutoExcelForms-generated form based on a Sales table.
This Sales table avoids repeating product and salesperson details. Instead, it links to separate Product and
Salesperson tables — a structure designed for Power Pivot and clean reporting.

That structure is excellent for summary reports and analysis — but it makes data entry and record review in
Excel painful. Without AutoExcelForms, users would need to create clunky lookup formulas to interactively
view related details, and entering new records would be error-prone.

With AutoExcelForms, it takes just two clicks to remove those barriers:

A floating “parent” display window

File Home  Table Form Insert Draw Page layout Formulas Data Review View RC  Developer Help  PowerPivot  Table Design
£l Import WorkSheets lnap ey [ e 27 User Permissions Al [ZIA E% Data Validation ~
= 5| 7 = [q o 3

/ Customise Columns ) ) T User Login
- Options | Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch | About z| Sort Filter

New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A & Advanced
Utilities Customise |  Define Actions About Sort & Filter

B39 J SID-0022

4
39|
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
a7
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

Salesperson [»] Geography Product ID Date

C

SID-0022 PID-0015 24-Jan-22 $2,772 116
SID-0010 New Zealand PID-0017 14-Jan-22 $2,989 374
SID-0019 Canada PID-0021 25-Jan-22 $5,747 320
SID-0007 New Zealand PID-0012

Global Sales Data Form

SID-0018 New Zealand PID-0009
SID-0011 Australia PID-0010
SID-0003 UK PID-0012
SIN-NNNR Canada PIN-NN13

Open Form Close Salesperson ID

S1D-0022

Geograg Product ID
UK j PID-0015 j@ ®

Boxes
24/01/2022 52,772 116

Salesperson ID SID-0022

Sales person Jehu Rudeforth

Team Tempo
Office

Commission %

19-Jan-22 $3,556 445

S1D-0003 India PID-0007 17-Jan-22 $20,741 1596
SID-0021 India PID-0013 24-Jan-22 $11,249 1607
SID-0017 India PID-0001 18-Jan-22 $1,757 104

SID-0019 Australia PID-0016 24-Jan-22 $350 25

When the user opens the form, AutoExcelForms generates the usual editable fields based on the Sales table
— but also detects that a relationship exists between Sales and other tables (via Power Pivot or the built-in
Data - Relationships dialog, or the simple Auto ExcelForms Relationship manager described later).

For each related parent table, AutoExcelForms automatically adds two small clickable icons next to the
relevant field:

= A “P”icon that brings up a read-only parent display
= A Search icon (magnifying glass) for browsing and selecting parent records
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In the example above, the user clicks the “P” icon beside the Salesperson ID field. Instantly, a floating
window appears showing the full Salesperson details. As the user navigates the Sales table via the main
form, the data in the floating window updates in real time — no setup or coding required.

But what if the user is adding a new sales record, or wants to change the salesperson?

Instead of flipping through sheets or scrolling endlessly, they can simply click the search icon — the
magnifying glass next to the Salesperson ID field.

Using the search icon to find a parent record when adding or editing.

Table Design

E¥ Data Validation ~

Product ID
PID-0017

W Case Sensitive Search

M Exact Match

File Home  Table Form  Insert Draw Page Layout  Formulas Data Review View RC  Developer Help Power Pivot
8 Import WorkSheets [ ] = [ f— 57 User Permissions | A [ZT4]
= 2 | E= : L[
# Customise Columns & ‘: q Y ﬂ User Login z ?
— Options | Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch | About z| Sort  Filter
=! New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report & & Advanced
Utilities Customise | Define Actions About Sort & Filter
fx SID-0010
A B C D E F G H
Sales .|
1 C
LBl s esperson 1D Geography Product ID
39 SID-0022 UK PID-0015 24-Jan-22 $2,772 116
40| [siD-0010 New Zealand PID-0017 14-Jan-22 $2,989 374|
41  SID-0019 Canada PID-0021 25-Jan-22 $5,747 320
42 SID-0007 New Zealand PID-0012 T -
43 SID-0018 New Zealand PID-0009
44 SID-0011 Australia PID-0010
45  5ID-0003 UK PID-0012
46 SIn-NNNKR Canada PIN-NN13
47 | Duplicate
48
49 Salesperson ID Geography
SID-0010 New Zealand -
50 J
51 Salesperson ID BE Lookup For: Salesperson ID  Lookup Table: thiTeam
52 Sales person
53
54 Team
55 Office Search For
56 I
57 Commission %
58 Salesperson ID Sales person
59 SID-0001 Barr Faughny Yummies  Auckland
S— _ _— SID-0002 Dennison Crosswaite Yummies  Auckland
60  SID-0003 India PID-0007 SID-0003 Gunar Cockshoot Yummies  Auckland
SID-0004 Wilone O'Kielt Delish Auckland
61 SID-0021 India PID-0013 SID-0005 Gigi Bohling Delish Auckland
62 SID-0017 India PID-0001 SID-0007 Kaine Padly Delish Auckland
. SID-0008 Ches Bonnell Tempa Auckland
63 SID-0019 Australia PID-0016 SID-0009 Andria Kimpten Jucies Auckland
64 SID-0006 India PID-0015 SID-0010 Brien Boise Jucies Auckland
65  SID-0001 India PID-0013
66  SID-0001 India PID-0011
67 5ID-0003 Canada PID-0018 9 Items
68  SID-0007 India PID-0001

Commission %

This opens a searchable lookup list of all records in the Salesperson table. The list shows multiple columns
— such as name, region, and ID — and lets the user quickly filter by any field. As they type, the list narrows

instantly.

In the illustration the user wishes to change the salesperson on the sales record and knows that the
salesperson is from the Auckland location.
In just a couple keystrokes, the user quickly narrows the search to find the correct individual and clicks to
select. The correct ID is automatically entered into the field — no typos, no guesswork, no manual lookup

needed.

Very powerful, not a single formula or line of code. This was data-driven based on the relationship model.
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12.3 Continuing the Example: Viewing Related Child Records

So far, we’ve viewed the data from the perspective of a child table — in this case, a Sales record that looks
up details from two related parent tables: tbIProducts and tbiTeam (for products and salespeople). Each
sale is linked to a single product and a single salesperson — classic one-to-one relationships from the sales
record’s point of view.

But from the parent perspective — say, tbITeam — the relationship is one-to-many: each salesperson can
appear in dozens of sales records. AutoExcelForms handles this seamlessly.

When you launch a userform for a parent table (like tbITeam), AutoExcelForms detects the child
relationships and automatically adds a clickable “C” icon next to the relevant field. Clicking this icon opens a
floating window that shows all related child records.
This child record view is dynamic, scrollable, and includes:

= Column-based search

= Case-sensitive or insensitive matching

= Partial or exact match filtering
As the user navigates through the parent table with the main form (viewing different salespeople), the child
window updates automatically to show all linked sales records in real time.

Floating window with Child records

File Home  Table Form  Insert Draw Page Layout  Formulas Data  Review View RC  Developer Help Power Pivot  Table Design
3 Import WorkSheets | / o [r— Y [r— 2/ User Permissions al ? E8 Data Validation ~
— = z AlZ
7 Customise Columns cEl 4 Q L] ¥ User Login
- ) Options | Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch | About Zl Sort Filter
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A & Advanced
Utilities Customise |  Define Actions About Sort & Filter
F25 - Jx 2.5%
A B G H J K
all Sales Team
I Salesperson ID B Sales person B Of{ Sales Team Form
10 SID-0006 Curtice Advani
11 SID-0007 Kaine Padly Delish
12

13
Search By
14 >
15 Geography = | = e Search Sales person Team
Search For Kaine Padly Delish
16

Office Commission %
Auckland 4,9%

tbiTeam  tblProducts
Geography Amount Team  Product

20 New Zealand 14/01/20 Kaine Padly Delish Fruit & Nut Bars
india 18/01/20 Kaine Padly Delish Milk Bars
21 Canada 18/01/20 $4,557 Kaine Padly Delish 50% Dark Bites
22 Australia 27/01/20 $4,809 Kaine Padly Delish Spicy SpecialSlims
Canada 17/01/20 $2,569 Kaine Padly Delish Mint Chip Choco i -
23 India 13/01/20 $3,157 Kaine Padly Delish Fruit & Nut Bars Record 7 of 24
usa 27/01/20 $14,070 Kaine Padly Delish 99% Dark & Pure
24 Canada 04/01/20 $6,720 Kaine Padly Delish Choco Coated Almonds
New Zealand 26/01/20 $6,762 Kaine Padly Delish Baker's Chaco Chips
25 usA 07/01/2¢ $4,921 Kaine Padly Delish Caramel Stuffed Bars .
26 New Zealand 24/01/2¢ Kaine Padly Delish Mint Chip Choco Hney 1.8%

Peanut Butter Cubes

New Zealand Delish

12 Records

For any field having more than one child table, clicking on its’ “C” icon pops up a small selection window
allowing you select which table of related records to view as you navigate the main form.

No setup. No formulas. No code.

Just data-driven insight — powered entirely by the table relationships you’ve defined.

The following example illustrates a table that has both related “Parent” and “Child” tables.
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If the user chooses to launch windows for each, they will be updated simultaneously as the user navigates
the main table using the main data form. In this case, customer detail as well as related order items for
this order are displayed as the user navigates the table.

File  Home TableForm Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help  PowerPivot  Table Design
i import Worksheets J— / = Tl Y | 7 User Permissions al % Clear £ Data Validation ~
7 Customise Columns <e : T User Login %2 Reapply
. Options | Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch | About 7| Sort Filter | =
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A 158 Advanced
Utilities Customise Define Actions About

orders Form X Open Form Close

customerid

code - shipcountry -

Switzerland
USA

SUPRD

companyname Suprémes délices

contactname

train

o ] Germany
orderid customeri contacttitle Accounting Manager i
11035 @ SUPRD Spain
address Boulevard Tirou, 255 Belgium
orderdate i ate sh t . Venezuela
13/04/2024 E 11/057Pag 7/04/ ity ST
shipvia freight shipnam e e gSA land
pvia g E ne witzerlan
2 @'@ 0.17 Suprémes délices postalcode B-6000 Brazil
country France
phone Poland
shipaddress shipcity shipregion Canada
Boulevard Tirou, 255 Charleroi Germany
46.62 35 King George London  WX3 6FW UK

shippostalcode

shipcountry

\ By
Fe
Open Form [ Exact Match

Record 788 of 830 Filtar thlProducts

orderid ice t roductname
810 T1U 11035 :

21-Apr-24  05-May-24 24-Apr-24

817 11062 REGGC
818 11063 HUNGO

23-Apr-24  21-May-24 27-Apr-24
23-Apr-24  21-May-24 29-Apr-24

thlOrderDetails orderid - 11035 4 Records
8 Johnstown Road  Cork

811 11056 EASTC 8 2 ﬁingapmaanklisn Fried Mes
812 11057  NORTS 3 22-Apr-24  20-May-24  24-Apr-24 3 Touriere
81311058  BLAUS 9 22-Apr-24  20-May-24  24-Apr-24 3
81411059  RICAR 2 22-Apr-24  03-Jun-24 24-ppr24 2
81511060  FRANS 2 23-Apr-24  21-May-24  27-Apr-24 2
816 11061  GREAL 4 23-Apr-24  04-Jun-24 27-Apr-24 3
4 2
3 2
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12.4 Related Table Navigation — The “Open Form” Button

From any floating related window — whether parent or child — you can click the “Open Form” button to
drill deeper into the related data.

Clicking this button will:

e Close the current main/home form.

e Navigate to the worksheet containing the related table.

e Open a full-featured AutoForm for that related table, with the corresponding record automatically
selected.

This enables seamless transitions between related tables for viewing, editing, or adding records — all
without needing to search manually.

Example:

If you're viewing a Customer form and click the “C” (Child) icon, a floating window appears showing all
Orders for that customer. You can select Order 10380 in the list, then click “Open Form” (or just double-
click the item). The Customer form will close, the Orders worksheet is activated, and a full Orders form
opens directly at Order 10380.

You can navigate back to the customer just as easily by clicking the “P” (Parent) icon on the Orders form —
bringing up the corresponding Customer record in its own form.

Like much of AutoExcelForms, this navigation is faster and more intuitive in practice than it may sound in
description.

The “Open Form” Button

File  Home TableForm Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View RC  Developer Help  PowerPivot  Table Design
i import WorkSheets e— S bl [ Y f— 27 User Permissions ? E% Data Validation ~
=7 Customise Columns F- Q ¥ User Login !
- Options | Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch | About z| Sort | Filter
New Starter Shest Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report L & Advanced
Utilities Customise Define Actions About Sort & Filter
S | HUNGO
- |companyname - |contactname | - |contacttitle - address e e e e .
Hanari Carnes Mario Pontes  Accounting M: Rua do Pago, 67
37 HILAA HILARION-Abastos Carlos Hernandez Sales Represer Carrera 22 con Ave. Carlos So
38 HUNGC Hungry Coyote Import Store Yoshi Latimer Sales Represer City Center Plaza 516 Main St
39 |HUNGO Hungry Owl All-Night Grocers Patricia stown Road
40 I and Trading Helen Ral Navigate to Order 10380 Hap Mo outher Wa =
FRA Related Table - thiOr on Worksheet - orders on Orders worksheet % Close Duplicate
42 -
a3 customerid companyname contactname
a4 . HUNGO Hungry Owl All-Night Grocers Patricia McKenna
45
= _ M Eact Match contactiitie address
Sales Associate 8 Johnstown Road
47
48
49 thiCustomers thlEmployees
50 orderid orderdate companyname _tblEmployees tblEmployees  notes
30/08/2022 Hungry Owl All-Nig  Suyama
51 13/09/2022 Hungry Owl All-Hig  Leverling lanet has a BS degree in o region country
52 16/10/2022 Hungry Owl All-Nig  King Robert King served in the Co. Cork Ireland
53 29/11/2022 Hungry Owl All-Nig_Peacock Margaret holds .
06/13/2022 n Hig aura T .
54 23/01/2023 o 'Nig Leverling Janet i phone X
55 05/04/2023 Hungry Owl All-Nig  Suyama Michael Michael is 3 graduate of Sussex Universit H 2967 3333
18/04/2023 Hungry Owl All-Nig  Fuller Andrew Andrew received his BTS commerdial in 197
s6 06/06/2023 Hungry Owl All-Nig  Davolio Mancy Education includes a BA in psychology from
57 21/08/2023 Hungry Owl All Nig Dodsworth — Anne Anne has 3 BA degree in English from St. Ls
03/09/2023 Hungry Owl All-Nig  King Robert Robert King served in the Peace Corps and
58 :
] 24/09/2023 Hungry Owl All-Nig Dodsworth — Anne Anne has a BA degree in English from St. L Record 37 of 91 Filter
59 07/10/2023 Hungry Owl All-Nig _Suyama Michael Michaelis a graduate of Sussex University { ¥
60 H Meésxico D.F. 05033 Mexico  (5) 552-37.(5) 545-3745
B0  tblOrders customerid - HUNGO s Salzburg 5020 Austria  6562-97226562-9723
62 PRINI Princesa |sabel Vinhos Isabel de Castro  Sales Represer Estrada da salde n, 58 Lisboa #NSA 1756 Portugal (1) 356-56 HNSA
63 QUEDE Que Delicia Bernardo Batista Accounting M: Rua da Panificadora, 12 Rio de Janeiro Rl 02389-673  Brazil (21) 555-4 (21) 555-4545
64 QUEEN Queen Cozinha Licia Carvalho  Marketing Assi Alameda dos Canarios, 891 Sao Paula sp 05487-020  Brazil (11) 555-1 #N/A
65 | QUICK ‘QUICK-Stop Horst Kloss. Accounting M: Taucherstralte 10 Cunewalde #NSA 01307 Germany 0372-0351 #NSA
66 RANCH Rancho grande Sergio Gutiérrez  Sales Represer Av. del Libertador 900 Buenos Aires HNJA 1010 Argentina (1) 123-55 (1) 123-5556
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Referential Integrity

If you've ever ended up with mismatched data in Excel — like records that reference codes or values that
no longer exist — you've seen what happens when referential integrity is missing.

Referential integrity is a data principle that ensures links between related tables stay valid. In simple terms:

¢ You shouldn’t be able to enter a reference to something that doesn’t exist.
¢ And you shouldn’t delete something if other data still depends on it.

Excel doesn’t enforce this automatically. While features like Data Validation can help in basic scenarios,
there's no built-in mechanism to prevent someone from deleting or changing a key record in one table,
leaving others full of broken references.

Why does this matter?

Let’s say you're tracking student enrollments. You have one table with student enrollments and another
listing courses. Each enrollment record points to a Course ID. Now imagine someone edits the course table
and accidentally deletes or renames a Course ID — suddenly, the student records are referencing a course
that no longer exists. You’d only notice the problem much later, when reports don’t match or values are
missing.

How AutoExcelForms helps with this.

When you define relationships between your tables (using either Excel’s Data Model or AutoExcelForms’
own Relationship Manager), AutoExcelForms automatically steps in to enforce referential integrity —
quietly, in the background, every time a form is used.

Here’'s what happens when you launch a form to view, add, or edit data:

1. Foreign keys are validated — and assisted
You can’t enter or change a value in a foreign key field (like Course ID) unless that value exists in
the related parent table. But AutoExcelForms doesn’t just block invalid entries — it helps you get it
right.
Next to every field with a parent relationship, you’ll see a small “P” icon and a search icon
(magnifying glass). Click the magnifying glass to open a powerful search window, where you can
find and select a valid record from the parent table using any field as a filter. This makes it easy to
find the right record — and ensures it’s valid.

2. Deletion is protected
If you try to delete a record from a parent table (like a course), and that course is still being
referenced in another table (like student enrollments), AutoExcelForms will stop you — and alert
you that other records depend on it.

3. Primary keys can’t be accidentally changed
If a record in a parent table has dependent records elsewhere, you won’t be able to change its key
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value (like modifying a Course ID) unless you first update or remove the related records. This keeps
everything aligned and avoids silent breakage.

A safety net for real-world spreadsheets

Excel isn’t a database manager — but many users rely on it to track structured, interconnected data.
Whether you're managing staff assignments, customer transactions, or inventory, if your workbook
includes more than one table, keeping those links consistent is critical. AutoExcelForms adds a layer of
protection where Excel falls short — without requiring formulas, VBA, or technical setup

Referential Integrity strictly enforced

File Home  Table Form  Insert Draw  Page Layout Formulas Data  Review View RC  Developer  Help Power Pivot
3 Import WorkSheets ampy| / Op— EC)\ Y — @i Create a Designer Form 7 User Permissions al ? y
—_ = z

_/ Customise Columns o 2 i o User Form Control Listing o ? User Login X
— Options | Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch About Zl Sort Filter

= New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report A E

Utilities Customise Define Actions Professional About Sort & Filter
M h
A B C D B E G H | J

3 Lead Tech il Full Name  [fl Hourly Rate [l Hire Date [f Phone No [fll Address 1 B Address2 [ -]
4 | Burton '||
5 Cartier Richard Cartier 90.00 12-02-99|360-371-7747 |3780 Mango Blvd. Milwaukee, WI
6 Khan Zainool Khan 70.00 03-11-16|112-784-8144 |899 First Street Madison, Wi
7 Ling Keith Ling 70.00 04-05-14|738-140-4140|6322 Koch Street Gren Bay, Wi
8 Ling Manuel Lopez 80.00 06-09-22 876-811-3735 8317 Davis Ave. Milwaukee, Wi
9 Michner Sally Michner 120.00 03-10-05 965-884-0562 6522 Third Street Gren Bay, Wi

Deletion Prohibited

Key value "Burton" is linked to data in:

TableData
...WOs

Lead Tech
18 Burton

Deletion is not allowed for this key value.

Full Name Hourly Rate

70.00

Andrew Burton

20 Hire Date
21 21/03/2020

Phone No
734-580-5795

Address 1
2105 Rowley Ave

23 Address2
20 Madison, Wi

Deletion of key value
used by another table
is not allowed

=1"

Record 0 of 6

12.5.4 Built-in flexibility: “Strict enforcement” option

By default, referential integrity is strictly enforced — deletions or edits to parent records are blocked if
related (child) records exist. However, AutoExcelForms also recognizes that there are cases where users
may need to proceed with full awareness.

In the Relationship Manager, there's an option labeled “Strict enforcement for child deletions and edits”,
which is normally set to Yes. If a user with sufficient access changes it to No, then attempts to delete or edit
a parent record will still trigger a warning — but the user can choose to proceed after confirming via a
prompt. This balances protection with control and may be useful in more advanced workflows.

Note: If you wish to work with related tables and ensure data integrity, remember to protect your

worksheet. This will ensure accidental edits don’t occur via the worksheet and that only Auto
ExcelForms will be used for data input.
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12.6.1

12.6.2
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Defining Relationships

Relational data models allow you to connect information across multiple tables, making your forms far
more powerful. AutoExcelForms supports two approaches for defining these relationships:

Option 1: Use the Excel Data Model

If you choose to use the Excel Data Model, any relationships previously created using Data > Relationships
or via Power Pivot will be honored by AutoExcelForms. These relationships drive parent-child behaviors
such as linked forms and referential checks.

Important: If you rename tables used in the Excel Data Model, make sure to rename them from within
Power Pivot, not directly on the worksheet. Changes made only on the sheet won’t be reflected in the
relationship metadata — this is a known Excel limitation, not unique to AutoExcelForms.

Although the Excel Manage Relationships dialog may appear unfamiliar to some users, it’s typically used by
those already comfortable with Power Pivot. For that reason, instructions on its use are not reproduced
here. However, if selected, AutoExcelForms will detect and interpret its relationships automatically.

Please note: If you've chosen to use the Excel Data Model in your workbook along with AutoExcelForm:s,
the very first time you open a form with related tables, there may be a short delay (typically 3—4 seconds).
This happens because Excel is initializing the Data Model. It's a one-time delay per session and is a normal
behavior of Excel—not AutoExcelForms—similar to the initial load time when opening Power Pivot.

Option 2: Use the AutoExcelForms Relationship Manager

For users who want an Excel-native method, AutoExcelForms provides a built-in Relationship Manager
that requires no use of Power Pivot or the Excel Data Model.
Example

Consider a workbook with the following two tables:

¢ A Salesperson table with a unique Salesperson ID (primary key)

¢ A Sales table that itemizes sales made by a salesperson, where each row includes a link to that
salesperson via their Salesperson ID (foreign key)

This is a classic one-to-many setup: one salesperson may have many sales.
In AutoExcelForms:

* The Salesperson table is the Parent Table

¢ The Salesperson ID column is the Parent Column

¢ The Sales table is the Child Table

¢ The Salesperson ID in Sales is the Child Column
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Terminology Comparison

If you're familiar with Excel’s Power Pivot relationship editor:

¢ AEF's Parent Table / Column = Excel's Related Table / Primary Key
¢ AEF's Child Table / Column = Excel's Table / Foreign Key

AEF presents the parent first, which more clearly reflects the real-world direction of the relationship — for
example, a salesperson generates sales, not the other way around.

Using the Relationship Manager Form

The form consists of four combo boxes:

Parent Table
Parent Column
Child Table
Child Column

These boxes are populated with all recognized tables and columns from the active workbook. When you
select a table, its matching column dropdown is automatically filtered to show only its columns.

To add a relationship:

1.
2.
3.

4.

Click the New button. All dropdowns clear.

Select a parent table and column, and then a child table and column.

Once any changes are made, a Save button appears (instead of requiring an “Edit” button,
consistent with other AutoExcelForms forms).

The Save button is enabled and visible only when all four dropdowns are filled and the parent/child
tables are distinct.

The Table Relationship manager
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File Home Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review  View RC Developer Help Power Pivot Table Design
3l Import WorkSheets -_— - — mm== | i Create a Designer Form 27 User Permissions | ? % Data Validation ~
- ) i V74 = Q Y - o ) H
7 Customise Columns User Form Cantral Listing ¥ User Login
- Options Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch About z Sort Filter
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report s & Advanced
Utilities Customise | Define Actions Professional About Sort & Filter
fi SID-0016
A B (€ D E F G H J

o Sales

4 alesperso D eograp Prod » Date 2 a

89| |siD-0016 able P

90 |SID-0012

91 |SID-0015

Some tables in your workbook may refer to others using shared values — for example,

92 |SID-0003 . . o an Orders table may use CustomerlD to point to records in a Customers table.

93 [sID-0016 torrean S it

94 |SID-0012 The Customers table is the parent (with the primary key). Eg. Customer ID

I clete i i . Eg.

95 SID-0016 Salesperson ID - The Orders table is the child (with a foreign key). Eg. Customer Id

96 51D-0018 In AL |Forms, rel hips are defined by specifying a Parent Table and a Child Table
97 |SID-0005 a thiSales - along with the corresponding key columns.

98 51D-0020 The Parent Tables' parent column contains the primary key — a unique identifier for each record.
9 & 2 ‘ 2 iy = The Child Tables' child column contains a foreign key — values that point to a parent’s primary key.
100 [SID-0015 ¢ pomt o s parEnts pman iy
101 |SID-0012 . Note:This is the reverse order from Excel’s built-in Manage Relationships dialog, which starts

Rela R with the child table.
10 BE I the ble fi this ord learly reflects th
AutoExcelForms presents parent table first, as this order more clearly reflects the

103 |SID-0007 = Pare . logical direction of the relationship.
104) EIELOAGE DU SAE R O =S SASHERLL If you're familiar with relational databases, you can think of this as a standard
105 |SID-0013 tblFroducts od D biSales d D one-to-many setup: one parent record may relate to many child records.
106 |SID-0017
107 |SID-0021
108 |SID-0003
109 |SID-0009 “
110 |SID-0001
111 |SID-0014 $5,152 304
112 |SID-0003 57,112 285 [y
113 SID-0009 $7,028 469
114 |SID-0008 e o v $20,720 1091
115 |SID-0009 a a Mode cits and $3,682 217
116 |SID-0004 $3,220 537|
117 leininnig lindia [pin.nnna [IEENFTET) <1n sar 5xa
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To edit a relationship:
e Select an item in the relationship listbox. The four combo boxes will populate with its details.
e Modify any field. The Save button appears automatically.
e Click Save to commit your change.

To delete a relationship:
e Select it from the listbox and click Delete.

Although this may sound involved, the layout and workflow are intuitive. The Save button appears
contextually whenever edits or new entries are detected.

Additional Options on the Manager Form

There are two pairs of option buttons.
Both these options take effect immediately and can be changed at any time.

Relationship Source:

"Use the Excel Data Model or this form to manage table relationships"
AutoExcelForms — Use relationships defined in this form

Excel Data Model — Use built-in Power Pivot/Excel relationships

Enforce Integrity
“Strict Enforcement for Child Edits and Deletions”
Yes (default) — Child rows referencing a parent cannot be deleted or reassigned

No — Users are warned of dependent records but may proceed after confirming
This setting enforces referential integrity, a key database concept that prevents data inconsistencies. However, for flexibility,
administrators may relax enforcement when needed.

Report Button
The form also includes a Report button. When clicked, and upon user confirmation, this generates a
summary of all defined relationships and outputs it to a worksheet named "Workbook Relationships."
o If the worksheet does not already exist, it will be created automatically.
e Relationships defined in the Excel Data Model are listed first, followed by those defined using the
AutoExcelForms Relationship Manager. Each set appears in its own clearly labeled table for easy
comparison.

Helpful Tooltips and Terminology Guide
To assist new users, the Relationship Manager form includes built-in guidance:

¢ Terminology Help — Click the question mark (?) button to view a quick reference guide explaining
key terms such as Parent Table, Child Table, Primary Key, and Foreign Key.

e Hover Tooltips — Hover your mouse over any control on the form to see a brief explanation of its
purpose and how to use it.
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12.6.4 Summary

Relationships allow your forms to function with rich, linked behaviors. Whether you're using Power Pivot or
AutoExcelForms' internal manager, you can:

e Show parent details from a child record

e Dynamically List and filter child records for a parent
e Prevent invalid deletions or foreign key mismatches
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13 Administration — User access and Logins

When first installed, the user has access to all the functionality of Auto ExcelForms. By default, the end-
user has full administrative rights and there is no need to do anything further.

However, if you wish, it is possible to allow different access rights for others who make use of the add-in, in
a very granular fashion.

You can, for instance, setup a user who can use the data form for adding and editing data but cannot do
deletions of data records. You can, for instance, optionally control access to reporting, or access to setting
up configuration options on an individual basis.

All this is done in Auto ExcelForms by using the “User permissions” and “User Logins” menu items on the
ribbon. As an administrator, you can allow end users to select a user name and enter a password for
access. Their access rights will be determined once they login.

13.1 The Admin Worksheet

Click on the User Permissions item on the Table form menu to bring up the access rights screen as seen
below.

User Permissions/Access screen

File Home Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review  View RC Developer  Help  Table Design [ER]

& Import WorkSheets | == = f— Y === |t Create s Designer Form I User Permissions 2] [73] & £5 Data Validation ~
2= = ; .
Fi

7 Customise Columns " User Form Control Listing 0 ¥ UserLogin
Options | Llaunch  Llaunch  Launch Launch About

7 z| Son ilter | !
Reset WorkBook s i e B By (g "

S Advanced

Utilities Setup Actions Professional About Sort & Filter

& fe || Rep Memo Express Id #2834/ & Chk Cell In Pay 160

User Name Functions Available

Access Full

Allow Adds
Password Password
e
Allow

Access Browse/Find Far
Access Easy Filter Form
Access to

John22

All Functions [~

Setup User access rights

Edit Records

Clickona
checkbox to Delste Records

Indicates that allow or restrict
Sarah can edit access
data

Browse/Find

Indicates that
Sarahis
restricted from
adding data

Easy Filter v Auto Reports r

Set Options Administration r Users

Access
Worksheet

SafetyData_Lookups

| Lockups ‘ FoodList | TableData_Lookups | thlFood_Lookups ‘ Staff ‘ TBL_Employee_Lookups

The first record (Admin) cannot be deleted or edited, except for the password. The default password for
this Admin user is admin (Lower case). You can edit and use other existing entries as you wish. You can
also add more if needed.

For each user, enter a name and password. This password is masked with a * in the usual manner for
passwords. Passwords need to be at least 5 characters in length and are case sensitive. User names are
not case sensitive.
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13.2 The Login Screen

You can change what can be accessed within Auto ExcelForms by logging in as a different user, with
credentials, established by the administrator (Section 11.1).
1. Click “User Login” on the menu.
2. Enter avalid username and password then

3. click Ok or hit Enter on the keyboard.

The Login Form

Fle Home TableForm Insert Draw  Page Layout
Q o ¥ user Login
launch  launch  Launch About

Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter

Setup Actions

i Regular Air

A B &
Order ID Older Priority
3 08/04/2022  Low

2

3

4 293 27/03/2024

5 293 27/03/2024  High

6 483 03/01/2023  High

7 515 21/02/2022 Mot Specified
8 515 21/02/2022  Nol Specilied
3 613 111212022 High

10 613 111212022 High

11 643 17/09/2022  High

12 678 22/08/2021  Low

13 807 19/05/2022  Medium

14 807 19/05/2022  Medium

15 868 03/12/2023  Not Specified
16 868 03(12/2023  Not Specified
17 933 20/01/2024  Not Specilied
18 995 2311/2022  Medium

19 998 21/05/2021  Not Specilied
20 1154 10/08/2023  Critical

21 1154 10/08/2023  Crilical

22 1344 10102023 Low

23 1344 10/10f2023  Low

24 1412 05/09/2021  Not Specilied
25 1412 05/09/2021  Not Specified
26 1539 02/09/2022  Low

27 1539 02/09/2022  Low

28 1540 29/01/2024  High

29 1702 30/10/2022  High

30 1761 18/06/2022  High

3 1792 04/05/2022  Low

32 2275 16/04/2024  Nol Specilied
33 2277 27/06/2022  Not Specilied
34 2277 27/06/2022 Mot Specified
35 2532 05/04/2023  High

36 2532 05/04/2023  High

7 loaat 190032022 Low

D
Order Qty_

6

7
30
19
21
12
22
21

About

Formulas

E F
Salu
29 004

$0,663.87
823527
8541331

8101044

om
008l

Q.

Data

A
zd

Shij, Mode

Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Express Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Ar
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Delivery Truck
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Express Alr
Regular Ar
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Delivery Truck
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air
Regular Air

Regular Air
Reaular

Review

View RC Developer Help  Table Design

S5 Data Validation ~

& Advanced

Sort & Filter

Profit mer Name

§35.00 Tom Zandusky
$68.02 Bamry French
$2.99 Bany French

198 §3.59 Clay Rozendal
$3094 $21.78 8594 Carlos Soltera
y $6:64 §4.95 Carlos Soltero
$7.30 §7.72 Carl Jackson
$6.22 Carl Jackson

$35.00 Monica Federle
$8.33 Dorothy Badders
56,18 Neola Schneider

Login Screen - Enter username and password

2 L3

$4.93 Carl Ludwig

. $288 $0.70 Don Miller
$4.90 $2.84 $0.93 Annie Cyprus
$547 61 $449.99 84500 Carl Ludwig
$6.45 $1348 $4.51 Carlos Soltero
$41.67 $6.08 §1.17 Grant Carroll
$46.03 $588 84 38 Don Miller
$3367 $40.99 $19.99 Don Miller
$140.01 $7.31 §0.49 Alan Bames
$78.96 $2089 8250 Alan Bames
$062 88 £40 96 8199 Jack Garza

Province Region

Nunavut
Nunavut
Nunavut
Nunavut
Nunavut
Hunavut
Nunavut
Nunavut
Nunavut
Nunavut
Nunavut

X

ok 8
Quit

Nunavut
Hunavut

Nunavut

Nunawut Nunawut
Nunavut Hunavut
Nunawut Nunawut
Nunavut Nunavut
Nunavut Nunavut
Nunawut Nunavut
Nunavut Nunavut
Nunavut HNunavut
Nunawut Nunawut
Nunavut Nunavt

Customer

Eldon Base for stackable stc

Small Business.

Consumer 1.7 Cubic Foot Compact “Cy
Consumer  Cardinal Slani-D@ Ring Binc
Corporate R380

Consumer Holmes HEPA Air Purifier
Consumer  G.E. Longer-Lile Indoor Rec:
Corporate Angle-D Binders with Lockin
Corporate SAFCO Mobile Desk Side F
Corporate SAFCO Commercial Wire §
Home Office  Xerox 198

Home Office  Xerox 1880

Home Office  Advantus Map Pennant Flag
Home Office  Holmes HEPA Air Purifier
Home Office  DS/HD IBM Formatted Diske

Small Business Wilson Jones 1" Hanging Dy
Home Office  Ullra Commercial Grade Du:
Small Business. #10-4 1/8" x 9 1/2" Premium

Home Office  Hon 4-Shelf Metal Bookcast
Home Office  Lesra Shelfield Callection C:
Corporate 9520

Corporate LX 788

Consumer  Avery 52

Consumer Plymouth Boxed Rubber Ba:
Corporate GEC Pre-Punched Binding |
Corporate Maxell 3.5" DS/HD IBM-Fon
Home Office  Newell 335

Home Office  SANFORD Liquid Accent. T
Corporate Canon PCS40 Copier
Consumer Tenex Personal Project File

Small Business Col-Erase® Pencils with Era

Home Office  Imation 3.5' DS/HD IBM For
Home Office  White Dual Perf Computer P
Corporate  Sell-Adhesive Address Labt
Comorate  Accessory37

Comorate  Fuil 5 2GB DVD-RAM

Depending on the access levels assigned to a user, certain application menu items will be either greyed out

or invisible.

Note that the restrictions discussed in this section such as Edit, Add and delete
will only apply insofar as using Auto ExcelForms for your data input. The end user can

still inadvertently edit or delete data directly on the worksheet unless you also use
rotection. (Review-> Protect Sheet on Excel ribbon
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14 Auto ExcelForms — Professional Version

14.1 Value Proposition

Whether you're a busy Excel user looking to save time, or a professional developer building solutions for
others, Auto ExcelForms Pro gives you the tools to work smarter and deliver faster.

In just a click or two, you can generate fully-functional Designer Forms—customizable, distributable
userforms with built-in Auto ExcelForms functionality. Modify them as much as you like, and freely share
them with colleagues or clients. Save time. Earn income.

With the standard Auto ExcelForms add-in, you can instantly launch AutoForms from any data table and
customize them on the fly with just a few clicks. However, if someone else wants to use that same
functionality, they would need their own copy of Auto ExcelForms installed. That’s not a big hurdle—after
all, the app is very affordable (starting at free!).

But if you want to create forms for others, or if you need even deeper customization than the standard
version allows, then Auto ExcelForms Pro is for you.

Whether you’re a developer or someone with basic Excel experience, the Pro version unlocks powerful
options. The only prerequisite is that you’re comfortable opening the Visual Basic Editor and changing a
couple of settings.

What Pro Unlocks

Auto ExcelForms Pro lets you convert any automatically generated TableForm into a permanent, editable
form embedded in your workbook. Once created, it behaves like a native form that you can fully
customize—just like one you’d build from scratch in the editor.

You can then share that workbook—with working forms included—without requiring the recipient to install
Auto ExcelForms.

The embedded forms retain nearly all the rich features of Auto ExcelForms Standard:

e Browse/Find window

e Report Generator

e Filter feedback bars

e Theme customization

e Navigation synced to Excel filters

e View/navigate/lookup related tables
e Referential integrity

e ..and more.

If you prefer, you can skip the built-in code and write your own—either way, you’ve saved hours of design
work.
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All of this functionality is available within a click or two.

The pro version adds a menu item to the Excel ribbon that is not included in the standard version.

Auto ExcelForms Pro Version adds ‘Designer Forms

File Home  Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout  Formulas Data  Review  View eloper  Help Power Pivot
£ Import WorkSheets e j il — Y fr— . mi Create a Designer Form =7 User Permissions
~ Customise Columns . 2 . Q User Form Control Listing 0 ¥ uUser Login
— Options | Relations Launch Launch Launch Launch About
New Starter Sheet Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report
Utilities Customise Define Actions Professional About

14.2 Features

Auto ExcelForms Professional provides extremely powerful functionality, especially for slightly more
experienced users of Excel.

e Automatically Create modifiable userforms in seconds, not hours, days or weeks. These reside in
the Visual Basic Editor. In Auto ExcelForms these are called Designer Forms

e Text boxes and Combo boxes and option buttons can be added to a Designer Form and these will
include all the Navigation, Add, Edit and other data form functionality. This will happen without
needing any additional code whatsoever.

e Auto ExcelForms functionality is included in Distributable workbooks with Designer forms. This
includes the Browse/Finder and Reporter, form navigation, Add/Edit/Delete etc.

e Options Window for end-users is included in the distributable workbooks allowing users to select
most of the options available for an AutoForm (You can choose to limit this if you wish).

e As many Designer forms as you require can be included in a Distributable workbook

o Modify/Add code to the user form as you wish

e Controls List Report for Userforms — List all controls on the form with their properties, such as
height, length, position, fonts etc.

o Each Worksheet with an associated Designer Form has its own menu buttons. (Of course, You can
do your own and assign the appropriate macros)
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14.3 Screen shot samples

Em-d b aRINFY R . . oo to0% i
fle Edt View lsen Fomat Debug Bun Tools Addns Window Help Ribbon Commander
Project - ProWinForms x|
@ s |[= = I AEFWin20260907 0102.x1sm - uf TFdesign] (UsesFarm)
@ 3@ e = -
= & ProWinForms (AEFWin20240907_0102.xlsm) B = TableData Table
71 Miarosoft Excel Objcts
oo I Prev  liext o Browse/Fnd
- w0 . wne [ || e [t vt = D il L G |
B cakendarrom et | st & GEs Lt pekts  gmeChages
" Job Tite [ gl Dsparment | | cyrent Cument | Zoom Gose Duphaate
[ SR
% — Browse/Fnd
B MegBarem BizLinit I—J_ Gender lij Delete
£ OpsersFom oo
£ seectontrom |
B seectrabierorm Ethnicty | age —
0 ufhccess e
& uhoon Sove Changes
9 uAFdesont Hire Date Annwal Salary
[ uFFdesgniFit El Dypicae
0 ufredesonz Core
[ urFdesgrosit 3 Banus % ,7 Country
-1 Modes E =
£ 71 Clnpgeckins v |3 )
ulTFdesion1 Lserorm Pro version will provide gl
lphabesc  Catagorized access to userform code 3
m— raccd a0 class modules code. f— |
fackCok O o
ool W o Propriety hidden-module
SorderSiyle o-meed  SUpport code is not <
iCapson TableOat surfaced
Cy fmc
):mrr= ;m, 5 Designer Form
] True created without a
Tal color theme
ForeCobor W s
freight 558.75

HepContedD 0
Keepcrolfiars sbie 0 - feScrolflarshione
eft

twne)

Pouselcon
MessseParer 0 - FeMoumePrinterDefault
Pote (ione)

Prnreslgnmens 2 - fePichreslgrmentCenter
PtuesizeMade |0 - fmPictureSaeModeClo

chieThog

False
Fake

0 - FeScrolBarsione

Designer Form £2
created with a color
theme

Designer Form #1, Fully functional in Workbook without the Auto ExcelForms Add-in

File Home Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View RC
|=|. 5 [@ Record Macro ‘5’“1 {5}, |_—-\ gﬁ @ EJ properties
al Macros BB use Relative References Add COM Insert Design [ view Code

A Macro Security ins

Code

A312 fr E01466

Push for Form View

Browse-Search

Add-ins ¥ Mode [E|Run Dialog

Contrals

Report Detail

Options

Developer  Help

[ Expansion Packs

Source

** 49 Items Filtered by: Job Title =Analyst Or =Analyst Il | Department =Marketing Or =Sales

[ Full Name
Connor Vang

[ Job Title
Analyst

312/ E01466

357 E04877  Samuel Vega Analyst ||
365 EOD788  Emily Contreras Analyst ||
4po EO3988  Dominic Thomas Analyst ||
437 02295  Axel Jordan Analyst
473 E00116  Madelyn Mehta Analyst
522 E02977  Nicholas Song Analyst ||
524 E02531  Jameson Foster Analyst
563 EOD824  Everleigh Adams Analyst ||
s62 E01052  Parker Vang Analyst
572 E04128  Jacob Doan Analyst ||
576 E04472  Alexander Foster Analyst ||
585 E03370  lan Cortez Analyst ||
s86 EOD555  Christian Ali Analyst |
s92 E03805 Autumn Gonzales Analyst ||
621 E02857  Valentina Davis Analyst
622 E04938 Brooklyn Daniels Analyst
631 EO3578 Maverick Li Analyst 11
634 E04739 Ruby Washington Analyst
638 E04277  Zoe Do Analyst 11
652 E04018 Emery Ford Analyst |1
658 E03064 Lincoln Fong Analyst |1
665 E02562 Christian Medina Analyst
673 E03273 Daniel Shah Analyst |1
686 E03655 Samantha Rogers Analyst
712 E03262  Logan Mitchell Analyst ||
784 E01941  Quinn Trinh Analyst ||
792 E02732  Alice Tran Analyst
798 E00412  Ezra Banks Analyst ||
856 EO0568  lan Vargas Analyst

"7 wos "Orders | staff | TableData_Lookups
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EEID

Job Title

Biznic

Ethnicity

Hire Date

Bonus %

Sales
Designer Form

#1 at run time Marketing

Sales

Marketing
Marketing
Sales
Marketing
Sales
Sales

TBL_Employee_Lookups | Tablel_Lookups

"E} Record 14 0f 49 < Filtered >

iGender iEthniciw JAge iHire Date JAnnualSalary daonus.

E01466
H

Speciality Products =

Analyst

Asian

peciality Products
Corporate
Research & Development
Speciality Products
Manufacturing
Corporate

Corporate

Research & Development
Manufacturing

Power Pivot

15 Import

R

Filter Form

Table Design

Stand alone
Workbook
No Add-in

Login

Full Name
Department

Gender

Annual Salary

Country

Latino
Asian
Caucasian
Caucasian
Asian
Asian
Caucasian
Latino

User Access

Cannor Vang

Sales l]
Male j
46845

United States -

E:\TableFormiimage IS

0272020
19/06/2007
04/06/2010
17/01/2020
20/08/2005
09/05/2010
29/07/2014
23/04/2010
02/03/2021

f

ww e o
N o N,

Designer Form Buttons

JCountw

E@nited States
nited States

Miami
Miami
razil Sao Paulo
nited States
nited States

Austin
Chicago
Phoenix
Chengdu
Columbus
Chicago
Miami
Miami
Columbus
Rio de Jane
Chongaing
Manaus
Miami
Miami

Delete

Austin
Seattle
Beijing

nited States Austin

6/, Chongging
545,206 0% United States Columbus
$72,425 0% China Beijing
545,061 0% United States Miami
$59,833 0% United States Columbus
$67,743 0% China Beijing
540,897 0% United States Seattle
$57,531 0% United States Chicago

0% Brazil

Rio de Jane
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Designer Form #2, Fully functional in Workbook without the Auto ExcelForms Add-in

File Home  Insert Draw  Page layout  Formulas Data  Review View RC  Developer Help Power Pivot  Table Design

1 :|’U [@ Record Macro ,5) @ E‘ﬁ Ig [ properties & import
; - = ) == .C (29 expansion Pack
Visual Macros EEUse Relative References | yui bl com | insert Design Lo\ View Code | ¢, S5 Epansion Facks
Basic Macra Security ins  Add-ins Add-ins v Made [E|Run Dialog
code Add-ing Contrals A
fi | A00103
A 8 c o 3 i (5 M I 2 K L ] N o [ Q [ s T
4 |_Push for Form View I Browse-Search I Report Detail I Options I Filter Form I Login I User Access l
Ll Leas pte  Techs Wiy LI Wiy Parts L Payment

a
s AD0100  North  Kn I 00 Account

6 South Lope

Z Central__ Carty " Delete e £22 | Designer Form

0 iy Copy #2 at run time

9 ADO104  Northwest Cartl e [ 025 54524 Account a 80 52000 2000 45.24 65.
10 A00105  South Gl wo e foo Fact 23 1 No 025 $67.63  Accounts 13 80 $2000 2000 5763 1176

1 AD0106 Central Carti

Rush
12 ADO107  South Lope ] 04/04/202 95.1
13 ADD108 _ Northwest _Ling 96.1
14 ADO109  Central Khar STIEED 666.5
1 200020 Vet Burd ]
16 AO0111  South L 90.:
wo
7 [A0011 2 e B wiy ports b Hrs AD0103 04 South Install
18 Q0113 Central __ Mick AD0104 25/04/2023 Relocate Ext 10/ Please Bring New Phones Northwest install
19 AD0114  Northwest Khat A00105 25/04/2023 To Check 1 Micro Tac Lite Constant Busy Tone Rewor South Assess
0 A0115  south  Lope ] payment A00106 02/05/2023 To Check 1 Memo Express Pager/ Supp. Case Clip Central Assess 64.13
Account ADD107 08/05/2023 To Prog 2 Gtx Base, 2 Gix Mobiles & 8 Gtx Portable South Replace 95.1
21 ADO116  West Burt A00108 25/04/2023 To Repair Trunking Base No Tx No Rx Northwest Repair 96.7
e Con AD0109 25/04/2023 To Check 1 Memo Express Pager Id #8354 Central Assess 666.58
2 AQ0117 _ Northwest _Burt 980 AQ0110 25/04/2023 To Check Microwave In South Office West Assess 175841
23 AD0118  Northwest Flyni A0O111 26/04/2023 Rep 1 Gtx Mobile No Tx Rework/provide Loaner Portable  South Repair 90.21
24 AD0119 _ Southeast _Khar [otaios ADD112 27/04/2023 Rep Memo Express Id #2834/ & Chk Cell In Pay 160 West Repair 190
A00113 27/04/2023 To Repair | Motorola Pocket Cell Central Repair 485
25 AD0120  Central  Cartl res ADD114 09/05/2023 Take Cust Off The Air Northwest  Install 998
3 A00121  Southeast Khar AD0115 28/04/2023 De-activate 1 Mtx 838 Portable Radio/ Stolen South Deliver 8125
77 ADD122 _ Northwest Khar LoSwasv | Ago116 28/04/2023 To Repair 2 Exts. Can't Hear Caller West Deliver 168
2 A00123  South Lope Techs andil| An0117 30/04/2023 To Check Line 662-4897 Does Not Ring On Extension Northwest  Assess 23928
T 1 71 1 calculation | Ago118 01/05/2023 To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager .unit Dead Northwest  Repair 310
approved | A00119 01/05/2023 To Repair 1 Mema Express Unit Id #4998 Southeast Repair 190
400124 Norhwest Mich A0D120 01/05/2023 To Repair 1 Memo Express Pager. Screen Damaged Central Repair 28 274;
0 AD0125  South Lope E;\dncs\mmgeﬁ\ - pafams Aot o o a2 107
ms. a jumn->Sort Ascending descending
31 ADD126  Northwest Burt T 0.25 8841  Account 0 80 52000 2000 41 1084
T TR T P r— 2o 1002 B O IT=—tmree n on__tannn a0 nn
Ready [ Average: 8143916667 Count 22 Sumo7rzr | B omo-
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14.4 Pro Version Designer Pre-requisite

144.1

The only requirement to be up and running with Auto ExcelForms Pro functionality is that you enable an
additional Excel setting. In particular you must:
Enable trust access to the VBA project object model

Enable trust access to the VBA project object model

With Microsoft Excel open do the following:
1. Click File and then Options.
2. Inthe navigation pane, select Trust Center.
3. Click Trust Center Settings....
4. Inthe navigation pane, select Macro Settings.
5. Ensure that Trust access to the VBA project object model is checked.
6

Click OK.

Caloi |11 A A = 2 Bweplen Genera B = 4 | Normal Bad Good Neutral Calculation € b g Dhwesmc Ay O

 cd ¥ - o -

Paste D Explanatory ... [Input i Note Insert Delete Format 4 0 Sort & Find &
s ] | I e Filter - Select ~

stles cells Editing

W Help keep your documents safe and your computer secure and healthy

Macro Settings

28 oK Cancel

That’s it. You are all set to build designer forms.!!
N.B. This setting is only required for you to build workbooks with Designer forms. The end users for these

workbooks do not need to have these settings. Of course, they should have macros enabled, since these
will be macro-enabled workbooks.
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14.5 Creating the Designer TableForm

145.1

Creating the designer table-form takes just a couple of clicks. You should keep in mind though, that at the
end of the process a form will actually now be laid out and fully defined in the Visual Basic Editor. This form
should be as close as possible to how you would like it, so that you’d have minimal modifications if any, to
do before using it or distributing it to others. So here are some suggested tips to get going.

Suggested Tips

Select the worksheet with the data table for the form, run an AutoForm first and confirm it is how you
would like your form and table to look and work together. For example, select Options on the ribbon menu
and setup the following things before generating the designer form if applicable:

= Command Buttons on side or not
= Labels above Text Boxes or not (results in 3 column or 2 column layouts)
= Primary Key and Autolncrement key
= Use the Conditional Column specs option on page 3 of the Options form to do the following if
applicable
o Multiline boxes (M+ Only necessary if the AutoForm generator didn’t automatically detect
one and you need one)
o Image Boxes and date boxes (I+ D+ Only necessary if they weren’t automatically detected)
o Validation tables if needed (the V+ option automates this) for combo boxes and data
validation
= Allow checkbox controls or not (Page 2 on Options form)

Click on Launch AutoForm and if satisfied, go ahead and create the Designer form. Of course, you can

restart the process and rebuild the designer form again, but you will waste less time getting it right the first
time!
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14.5.2 Example setup

The following is an example of a simple, raw file with a table. We can select the sheet with the table,
immediately click the ribbon button to create a designer form and it will work just fine, but we can end up

with a better initial result if we do just a little preparation:

¢

Raw Table

File w Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View RC

E‘““‘ Calibri Ju oA ==E - Bwepte General
Paste 3:::;%“‘“ B I U- G- A SEE EE EMeageslenter - | $ -
Clipboard 7] Font 7] Alignment [
K12 E fe
A B C D E I G H

1
2 1-Jan East Boston Bars Carrot 33 177 58.41
3 4-Jan East Boston Crackers ~ Whole Wheat 87 3.49 303.63
4 | 7-Jan West Los Angele: Cookies Chocolate Chip 58 1.87 108.46
5 | 10-Jan East New York Cookies Chocolate Chip 82 1.87 153.34
6 | 13-Jan East Boston Cookies Arrowroot 38 218 82.84
7 | 16-Jan East Boston Bars Carrot 54 1.77 95.58
8  19-Jan East Boston Crackers  Whole Wheat 149 3.49 520.01
9 | 22-Jan West Los Angele: Bars Carrot 51 1.77 90.27
10 | 25-Jan East New York Bars Carrot 100 107 177
11  28-Jan East New York Snacks Potato Chips 28 1.35 37.8
12 | 31-Jan East Boston Cookies Arrowroot 36 2.18 78.48
13 | 3-Feb East Boston Cookies Chocolate Chip 31 1.87 57.97
14 6-Feb East Boston  Crackers  Whole Wheat 28 3.49 97.72
15 9-Feb West Los Angele: Bars Carrot 44 1.77 77.88
16 | 12-Feb East New York Bars Carrot 23 1.77 40.71
17 | 15-Feb East New York Snacks Potato Chips 27 1.35 36.45
18_‘ 18-Feb East Boston Cookies Arrowroot 43 2.18 93.74
19 | 21-Feb East Boston Cookies  Oatmeal Raisin 123 2.84 349.32
20 24-Feb West Los Angele: Bars Bran 42 1.87 78.54
21 | 27-Feb West Los Angele: Cookies Oatmeal Raisin 33 2.84 93.72
22 | 2-Mar East New York Cookies Chocolate Chip 85 1.87 158.95
23_‘ 5-Mar West San Diego Cookies Oatmeal Raisin 30 2.84 85.2
24 8-Mar East Boston  Bars Carrot 61 1.77 107.97
25 11-Mar East Boston Crackers  Whole Wheat 40 3.49 139.6
26 14-Mar West Los Angele: Cookies Chocolate Chip 86 1.87 160.82
27 17-Mar East New York Bars Carrot 38 1.77 67.26
28 | 20-Mar East New York Snacks Potato Chips 68 1.68 114.24

FoodSales

®

Options setup

Form Builder - Optional Sp

Form Builder Specifications

Appearance

Select Worksheet and Table Columns Here

Worksheet Overrides
Color Theme

Select Table WorkSheet
| FoodSales

Label position
=
None -

Table Name:  Sales_Data

Column Name * # ! M+ M- D+ D- I+ |-

Item ID
Date
Region
City
Category
Product
Qty v
Unit Price v
Total Price

T T
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S e
None - r

Modify Specs for the

Selected Column Here

Autoform Prapared with
additional specs pricr to
creating a Designer Fom

g0 00000300000

<

= =MustFil

# = Ignore Table Validation rule in form
1 = Do not place this field on the form
M+ = Force Multiine Text

M- = Force Single Line Box

D+ = Make Date Textbox

D- = "Not Date Textbox"

I+ = Make Picture Textbox

- = "Not Picture Textbox™

V+ Make a validation Table

N+ Force Numbers only

0+ =Read-Only

P+ =Primary Key

A+ = Autolncrement Key
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!

Check Auto Form before generating the “Designer Form”

File Home Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review Viev
£l Import WorkSheets _u it fo— Y [— . Create a Designer Form
47| = Q

"/ Customise Columns

] Reset WorkBook

= ~ User Form Control Listing
Options Launch Launch Launch Launch |

Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report

Utilities Setup Actions Professional

Al0 - I 1008

Primary
Autolncrement
Key was created

Combo Boxes
Generated

Region * City ™ Los Angeles

Category * Product *

Qty Unit Price 1.77

Total Price

Mandatory
Fields Specified

Record 8 of 244 Filter

025 ar-22 (05 A E 8 I
28: 1026 17-Mar-22  East New York Bars Carrot 38 177 67.2¢
29 /1027 20-Mar-22  East New York Snacks Potato Chips 68 1.68 114,
30 1028 23-Mar-22 West San Diego Cookies Chocolate Chip 24 1.87 s
31 1023 26-Mar-22  East Boston B . 103 1.87 132.61
32 1030 29-Mar-22 East Boston Lookup Tables |eal Raisin 193 2.84 548.1:
33 |1031 1-Apr-22  West Los Angeles 58 177 102.6¢
34 | 1032 4-Apr-22  West Los Angeles 3 #to Chips 68 1.68 114.2¢

35 (1033 7-Apr-22  East New Yor Bars Carrot 91 177 161.00

FoodSales Sales_Data_Lookups \ ®

Once satisfied with how the auto generated form is set up, we can go ahead to generate a “designer form”

that can be viewed and modified if needed in the visual basic editor (VBE).
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How to Create the Designer TableForm and the Designer Workbook

Once satisfied with your data table and the AutoForm that it generates you can create a designer form.
Simply

1. click “Table Form “ on the Excel ribbon and then

2. click the “Create a Designer Form” Button and follow the prompts.

File Home o Table Form Insert Draw Page Layout meul,\se Data Review View RC Developer

i Import WorkSheets — - p— Y memm | g Create a Designer Form 27 User Permissions

2 A User Form Control Listing % User Login
Options Launch Launch Launch Launch About

=7 Customise Columns

7 Reset WorkBook Auto Form Browse & Find Easy Filter Report

Utilities Setup Actions L professional About

A3 5 I 1001

A B T D E E G H |
EY item iDEllate  EilrezionBdlcity BllcateroryBllproduct __KllatyB unit price Rl Tota priceld

3 |1o01 ll-]an-ZZ East Boston Bars Carrot 33 177 58.41
4 |1002 4-lan-22 East Boston Crackers Whole Wheat 87 3.49 303.63

5 |1003 7-Jan-22  West Los Angeles  Cookies Chocolate Chip 58 1.87 108.46

You will be prompted to locate a template file which is included with Auto ExcelForms Pro version.
To create workbooks and forms for windows operating system use the template file
TFProTemplate Win.xIsm

To create workbooks and forms for Mac operating system use the template file

TFProTemplate Mac.xIsm

Click OK to the first prompt, select the folder with your template and select the appropriate template file
(Mac or Windows)

That’s it! You are now free to click the on-sheet buttons to run forms independently of AutoExcelforms.
All new “Designer” workbooks will be created in a sub folder from the folder with your template file.

Note:You cannot create designer workbooks and forms without a template file so please secure a backup
copy in a safe place.

What happens behind the scenes:

Once you click OK to the first prompt, select the template folder and click on the appropriate template file
(Mac or Windows) the following will happen:

a. Everything in your active workbook including worksheets, existing Forms, classes etc will be copied
across to a “Designer workbook” that has Auto ExcelForms code. This new workbook file will have a
unique name based on the date and time

b. Your original source (active) workbook is saved and closed.

In the new workbook, the active worksheet sheet data table will be designated as a “Designer sheet”
and assigned a designer codename in the Visual Basic editor: wsTFDesignxx where xx is some number.
Menu buttons providing Auto ExcelForms functionality are added to the worksheet.

d. A “Designer Form” is created in the Visual Basic Editor identical to the Autoform that the table would
have generated. The name of the form will be ufTFDesignxx where xx is the same number from the
worksheet codename in (c)
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This normally takes several seconds and a progress bar will display what is happening.
That's it! You are now free to click the on sheet buttons to run the form independently of AutoExcelforms.

Once inside the designer workbook you can create additional forms from any other worksheets with tables
within this workbook without needing to do steps (a) and (b). Just select another worksheet and click the
“Create a Designer Form” Button once more. Steps (c) and (d) will execute for each new form.

N.B. This new Designer workbook can stand on its own and does NOT need the Auto ExcelForms add-in

to function.
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14.5.5 Designer Form Example

The results for the example from the previous section are illustrated next. The Auto ExcelForms add-in is
disabled to illustrate that designer workbooks and forms are totally self-contained and do not require the
add-in.

Design Workbook and Table from the current example.

File Home Insert Draw Page Layout Formulas Data Review View RC Developer Help Table Design
[E From Text/CSV [%9 Recent Sources |_ m Queries & Connections ,ql Z[A ? Clear = A — e
=] st . e z G __1— P —®
[& From Web [B Existing Connections = |H S Reapply )
Get Refresh Zl Sort Filter | "™ Text to Remove Data Consoli
Data v E From Table/Range Designer All ~ [b : EAdvan:ed Columns Duplicates Validation ~
k (SO AELB Sheet menu Queries & Connections Sort & Filter Data Tools

buttons
A5 3

Designer
Form

01f01/2022 EJ
Region * East - City ™ [m

Product *

Category =

Gty I 33 Unit Price 1.77

Total Price

| Record 1 of 244 I Filter

1025 14-Mar-22  West Los Angele ate Chip 86 1.87 160.82
1026 17-Mar-22 East New York Bars Carrot 38 1.77 67.26
1027 20-Mar-22 East New York Snacks Potato Chips 68 1.68 114.24
1028 23-Mar-22  West San Diego Cookies Chocolate Chip 35 1.87 72.93
1029 26-Mar-22 East Boston Bars Bran 103 1.87 192.61
1030 29-Mar-22 East Boston Cookies Oatmeal Raisin 193 2.84 548.12
1031 1-Apr-22  West Los Angeles  Bars Carrot 58 1.77 102.66

[ 8 28 |35 |08 |5 2 [N N[
=
(=]
L}

FoodSales Sales_Data_Lookups | ® 4

The new Designer form looks exactly like the AutoForm created by Auto ExcelForms but is a totally different
animal. Itis independent of Auto ExcelForms, is based on an actual user form in the Visual Basic Editor and
is fully customizable in the editor.

The options form for a designer workbook will allow most, but not all of the Auto ExcelForms options form
functionality.
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Designer Workbook Options Form, similar to Auto ExcelForms Options Form for Run time control

Options

Options X

— Form Attrbutes

%~ | Application Color Theme Black - A
Appearance Appearance G}%
Use Application Color Theme in Forms 2
Make Form Sizeable ? ¥
Use Application Color Theme in Tables [v
Most Options Behavior Confirmation Prompt Before Saving Data o
such as color —— Moving to new record commits changes -
themes are Label/Background color (Click to change)
available with Continue Adding after Each New Record v
Designer forms Label Font color (Click to change)
Freeze Top Table Row ¥
Label Font (Click to change)
Numeric Boxes as Displayed on Table 2
Use Label Color as Background

Use Color Theme as Label Color Some Options such

as Auto Specs and Calendar Font/Size

Use Label Font on Buttons.

Calendar First Day of Week Im

11 o

Never v

man:;i:::gl:;erye ot Filter Feedback Bar
Label/Background Sample I available with this
interface for Designer |
Boxes Back color (Click to change) forms .
Actions
Boxes Font color (Click to change) They should have
been set up before §
Boxes Font (Click to change) Form creation fz.
I"Set Default Picture and Saved
Picture Location Click to Set,
Control and Click to Clear for No
Picture
Flat TextBoxes *2
Opagque Navigation Buttons r Select Browse/Find Headers
Theme Colored Message Boxes 2

Select Report Headers

Full Screen Zoom % (50-130) Remove all Filter Feedback Bars

=

Designer Form From Example with Dark Theme

Inset  Draw  Pag 9 Oats  Review View Developer  Help  Desgn Inset  Draw  Pagelayout Formulss  Data

i % Cut N
® o t jumber #  Commal0 Calibri 2 K& 8 Wrap Text Humber
Designer 4 Wrap Tex Numbe 2 . 5
Workboak with L $-% 9 W Formatas Comma 14 == BIU- e “s § %9 W
Designer form Farmatting * Table * - Format Painter
Fol independent of Humber Clipboard 3 Feat Aligrment Humber
Auto TableForms
A22 - FrT—TOTy—— Azz - fe | 1019

Bitem D Date Region Category  Product Price Total Price Lmls [0 [ e o L

Primary
Auto-Increment
Key is Read-Only

[g8] select Date x

Item ID Region

Boston
Boston
Boston

Los Angeles
Los Angeles
New York
San Diego
San Diego
Boston
Boston

Los Angeles

West

B B rebruary 202

Product *

7 8 9% 1011 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

2122 13 M B BT

16-May-22 East  New York Carrot
© 1047 19-May22 East  Mew¥ork  Snacks Potato Chips a9 168 8232 11 kems
51 1048 22-May-22 West San Diego Cookies ‘Chocolate Chip 55 187 102.85
1049 25-May22 East  Boston Cookies _ Arrawroot b3}
3 1050 28-May-22 East Boston Bars. Carrot 58

e =
=

FoodSales  Sales_Data_Lookups | TF_FoodSales

User Guide ver1.63

aty Unit Price

Category
Cookies
Cookies
Crackers
Bars
Snacks
Bars
Cookies
Cookies
Bars
Cookies
Bars

| .

Conditional Format as Comma 14
Formatting - Table =

Total Price

Includes Auto ExcelForms Browse/Find Window

ell me what you want ta do

Comma 10 Comma

Comma

Product
Arrowroot
Chocolate Chip
Whole Wheat
Carrot

Potato Chips
Carrot
Arrowroot
Oatmeal Raisin
Bran

Oatmeal Raisin
Carrot
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As mentioned, a designer form can be viewed and modified in the Visual Basic Editor. It's appearance and
behavior can be controlled at launch time via options set in the options form. You will notice, in this example
the form in the editor already has a color theme. If you want to start off with a plain grey user form in the
VBE, you should untick the option to “Use application color theme in forms” before generating a

designer form.

Designer Form for the Example in the VBE

&l Microsoft Visual Basic for Applications - TFPro20230522_0253.xlsm

EBE~H & & ) r 0 A NFE RO | ] ]

File Edit View Insert Format Debug Run Iools Add-Ins Window Help
Project - AutoTFWorkbook X

1 X 3 TFPro20230522_0253.4sm - ufTFdesigni (UserForm) ool

v
- & AutoTFWorkbook (TFPro20230522_0253.xism
4 [ Microsoft Excel Objects
5 Forms
AutoSpecForm
[ BrowseHdrsForm
CalendarForm
imaForm
[ ustrorm
5] MsgBoxForm
[ optionsForm
[ SelectFontForm
[ SelectTableForm
[ ufTFdesign1
+ [ Modules
+ (7] Class Modules

< >

TF_Sales_Data Table: E

[ [ | oo |

ast
Current Zoom
Item ID Date *
Region * - ity *
Category * — Product *
Qty Unit Price
Total Price

Record 1 of 1000

Properties - cboCity x‘
cboCity ComboBox

Alphabetic Categorized

(Name) choCity

AutoSize False

utoTab False

AutoWordSelect True

BackColor [ |&HOOFFFFFF&:
Backstyle 1 - fmBackStyleOpaque:
BorderColor [l a+800000058
BorderStyle 0 - fmBorderStyleNone
BoundColumn 1

CrlmnaCrint 1

/

Designer form
from the example
in the Visual
Basic Editor
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14.6 Modifying a Designer workbook Form
14.6.1 The Designer Workbook Advantage

You can modify an Auto ExcelForms designer form just like you would any normal Excel Userform in the
Visual Basic Editor. Move around controls, add controls, resize controls etc.

But there is a very important distinction/advantage.
If you add or change columns in the associated data table, you will not have to do any coding whatsoever.

If you add/change columns to your table, you can add/change Text Boxes without coding.
If you add/change columns to your table, you can add/change Combo Boxes without coding.
If you add/change columns to your table, you can even add/change Option Buttons without coding.

In fact, you could even replace the table on the worksheet, remove all the data controls and put in new
ones on the form and get them to all work together with no coding whatsoever.

Remember, this section is only applicable if you want to modify forms by hand in the Visual basic editor
(VBE) and add new controls, for instance, after modifying a data table. Even then, in most cases it is easier

to just modify the table, regenerate a designer form and use that for distribution etc.

The ‘Designer Form’ in the VBE created by the Auto ExcelForms form generator functions perfectly without
any further intervention. However, you can do extensive modifications on your own as you wish.
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14.6.2 Adding a TextBox or a ComboBox without needing VBA code

Auto ExcelForms has many lines of code working behind the scenes so you don’t have to write any!

It is remarkably easy to add immediately functional input controls without any code. Simply follow a very
simple and intuitive naming convention. You simply need to understand what Auto ExcelForms refers to as
a “cleaned-up name”

A cleaned-up name in the designer workbook is one where any character other than a number or a letter is
replaced with the underscore character _
Basically, cleaned-up names are control names that are acceptable to the VBE editor

Adding TextBoxes
In the properties window:

Enter the control name using the cleaned-up name of the Data Table header prefixed with txt

Examples:

Data Table Address Last Name Qty Unit Cost $
Header

TextBox Name txtAddress txtLast_Name txtQty txtUnit_Cost__

Adding ComboBoxes
In the properties window:

Enter the control name using the cleaned-up name of the Data Table header prefixed with cbo

Examples:

Data Table Category Non-Conformance Dept. Unit Cost S
Header Type

ComboBox Name  cboCategory cboDept_ cboUnit_Cost__

cboNon_Conformance_Type

That’s it!! Zero code needed!!
These controls will now behave perfectly consistent with what you would expect for adding, editing and
deleting records. They will be updated as the form is navigated.

Excel
Waorksheet :
i Unit Price |Total Price
- 24-Feb-22 West Los Angeles  Bars Bran -
Visual Basic . P Table Header
Editor 27-Feb-22 West Los Angeles  Cookies Oatmeal Raisin Name

2-Mar-22  East New York Cookies Chocolate Ch

1

Region

93.72
158.95

51 A s s
]
ufTFdesign2

+ [FAMadules = ateg
<

’roperties - txtTotal_Price Cle;:rends—up x

bxtTotal_Price TextBox v

Product *
Unit Price Ii

Alphabetic Categorized

(Nare) titTotal_Price Total Price :l'_‘_—“‘—_
lAutoSize False B I |
AutoTab False

AutoWordSelect  True

BackColor [ JaHooFFFFFFR

BackStyle 1 - fmBackStyleOpaque :

BorderColor [ &H80000006& Record 1 of 1000

BorderStyle 0 - fmBorderStyleNone

ContralSource
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14.6.3 Adding Option Buttons to the Userform without needing VBA code

If you look at the many Userform tutorials on YouTube, you will notice that a fair amount of code needs to
be added if you want option buttons on the form. There is code to update the buttons from the table and
vice versa. The more buttons on the form there are on the form, the more code needs to be written.

With Auto ExcelForms designer workbooks, option buttons are much easier. Just a little bit more work than
text boxes and combo boxes.

Adding Option Buttons

On the Userform in the Editor:

Add a frame to hold and group the buttons (flat style, border style “none” if you don’t want it to be seen)
Add as many buttons as you would like inside the frame

In the properties window:
Enter the control name for the Frame using the cleaned-up name of the Table header prefixed with fra
(e.g. fraMarital_Status for “Marital Status”)

For each option button:
Make the caption property the same as the option to be checked/updated (e.g. “Single”, “Married” )
Make the Name property the cleaned-up name of the caption property preceded by opt (e.g. optSingle)

Example:

Data Table Header Branch Location

Buttons Frame

Name FraBranch_Location

Table Data Choice New York Tokyo Buenos Aires
Option Button Caption New York Tokyo Buenos Aires
Option Button Name optNew_York  optTokyo optBuenos_Aires

Using our previous example, the City Combo Box was easily replaced with Option Buttons. Requiring no
VBA coding:

" Microsoft Visual Basic for Applications - [FProd 22 U - i (Us
EE~-H £ & 0 ESTYRQ s B
k] File Edit View Insert Format Debug Run Tools Add-Ins Window Help

Project - AutoTFWorkbook [

mE|E
g wsTFdesign1 (TF_FoodSales)
W) wsTFdesign2 (TF_SafetyData)
£5 Forms.
[ AutoSpecForm
BrowseHdrsForm
EE CalendarForm
imgFarm
ListForm
[ MsgBoxForm
OptionsForm
[H SelectFontForm
SelectTableFarm
[ ufTFdesignl

[E | fTFAacian?

< >
Properties - optLos_Angeles Cleaned-up X
optLos_Angeles CptionButton Name -
Alphabetic Categorized

(Name) optLos_Angeles
Accelerator
Alignment 1 .ﬁm‘gnmj Caption same

TF_Sales_Data Table

>1Ix

The name for this frame is
fraCity

The Caption was deleted

but can be anything

Current

Category *

City * " Boston 40 Los Angeles ¢ " New York " San Diego

Product * Qty li
Unit Price Total Price

AutoSize  False as ::l';“n'“
BackColor || &HO0DDDI =|
BackStyle 1 - fmBackStyleOgique

Captian Los Angeles Record 1 of 1000

ControlSource
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Results after adding Option Buttons

Designer Form from example with option buttons added to replace City Combo Box

A12 - Jx | 1009

A B © D E F G H I

Data Input Table

. ) City Combo Box from

. Option Butt
Current Duplicate prion Butions

| 1009 | 25/01/2022|

Region * I East Category * I Bars

City * " Boston " Los Angeles ® New York " San Diego

I Carrot Qty I 100

Unit Price I 1.77 Total Price I 177

Record 9 of 244

sz 1NDD T N 2D Car+ N VArls DAawve CAavveat a1 1 77 121 N7
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14.7 User Form Control listing

This button on the Auto ExcelForms ribbon (pro version) serves as a convenience to create a tabular list of
all the controls on the designer form in the Visual Basic Editor associated with the selected worksheet. You
can do this immediately after a form was generated or any time after.

nsert  Draw

Page Layout

TFPro2(

Formiulas Data

Review

View

x5

Import File Make Key
WorkSheets Column WorkBook Options

4
Reset Application  Launch Launch Launch

Browse/Find Report Auto Form

Sort  Filter

Sart & Fil

W Advanced

iter

% Data Validation -

® 9

Create a User Form

Designer Farm Control Listing

Sample Userform
Controls Listing

3 chiowty_Lbr
4 chiwty_Parts
5 choDistrict

& cholead_Tech
7 choPayment
& chaService

o cmdBack

10 cmdBottom
11 cmdBrowse
12 cmiClose

13 emdCurrent
14 cmdDelete

> emdbup

16 emdForward
17 cmdNew

16 emdPdf

1% cmdSave

1 emdTop

21 |emdzoom

22 FraButtons
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CheckBox
CheckBox
ComboBox
ComboBox
ComboBox
ComboBox
CommandButton
CommandButton
CommandButtan
CommandButton
CommandButton
CommandButtan
CommandButton
CommandButton
CommandButtan
CommandButton
CommandButton
CommandButtan
CommandButton
Frame

Frabiota
Fratustons
Fraatons
Fraustons
Frapustons
Fuafustons
Fratistons
Framstons
Fuafustons

wrrrs
16777215
16T
WS
16777215
16777215

1447Me0
1HTHED
1A

Yes

Yes
Fuse  Prev
Fase  Last
fase  Browse/Find
me  Close
FMLSE  Current
ruse  Delete
rase  Duplicate
FALSE  Next
Fase  New
fuse  PDF Input
FalsE
Fase  First
rast|Zoom

Imwzmzcocomr®

TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE
FALSE
TRUE
TRUE
TRUE

B xEEEYESE

E- B -

1065
1665
15
35

1500015
341500015

X TEY BB

Yos o 2
Ves o 2
“Llap_Distrct 2
NetTochs 2
2

2

“AstSeniees.

M ControlTipToxt

s
7

n

a

a G0 to previous vl
3 Gt st visible
l Quickly Browsef|
a losa The
6 Attt t0 Go to a date |
5 Oelete this record
u Create a copy @
1 o ks et vsible-
a Ackd o e record and =
1

0 Save this Data Recort
2 o to the st vsit
7 Zoom form 7
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